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Living Our Faith in These Times

Katie Porter

Living our baptismal covenant in these times is really
hard to do sometimes, isn't it? It often feels like there
are so many different opinions and voices, all trying to
get our attention and be heard; so many important
causes looking for our attention and support. What is

one person, trying to follow God's will, to do?

First, attending worship services regularly really
grounds me. Listening to the readings, the sermons
and singing the hymns are a wonderful reminder of
God's teachings. There are also the many
opportunities for service at St. James": Safe Parking,
Abode services, Imara International, helping with set-
up and cleanup at various functions like Senior
Lunches, funerals, special events like St. James’ Day,
serving on the vestry, campus cleanup days--the list
goes on and on. Participating in these ministries
allows us to serve our community and live our

baptismal covenant.

| also try to live our baptismal covenant in the rest of

my life by remembering that God created everyone in

his image and that everyone is a child of God. Of
course, this can be very difficult sometimes, when
someone is expressing beliefs or acting in ways that
are so different than our own. At those times, | try to
remember the Prayer of St. Francis and, with God's

"

help, become “an instrument of [his] peace.

Prayer of St. Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love.

Foritisin giving that we receive,

itis in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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Vestry Meeting Minutes | September 2026

Emily Dunn, Junior Warden

The vestry meeting was held in person on September 17 and was called to order at approximately 7:00pm.

Emily led the Opening Prayer.

Monthly Business
Reviewed and approved the August financial reports. Accepted the August vestry meeting minutes.

Accepted the August staff and ministry reports.

New and Continuing Business

» Toni Shellen has arranged for two representatives from PAMF (Palo Alto Medical Foundation) to come
to St. James’ on a weekday in November to do a presentation on advanced directives. The following
week, the endowment committee plans to give a presentation on planned giving. Lori will also give a
presentation on planning your funeral. (Note: see Page 5 for date and time details.)

* Rev. Loriled the vestry through the financial reports with notes from Bruce. The budget deficit has
decreased by about 50% compared to the previous month, but pledges received so far are still lower
than pledges expected. The church has only one account remaining at Citizens Business Bank, with the
transfer to Fremont Bank almost entirely completed. Recent giving for outreach is strong, including
donations for Safe Parking gas cards, Bayview Mission (from the birthday offerings), Imara
International, school supplies for underserved local children, and Corazon.

e Rev. Lorialso reported on the recent work on the St. Francis garden, in honor of Bill Mosier and the
Nelsen siblings, and its upcoming dedication on October 4 between services.

« John reported on the steps necessary for playground improvement: dismantle and haul away the
current disintegrating wooden border, install new rubber surround, and add new tan bark. John also
reported on a quote for replacing two doors on church property, which was rejected due to
unreasonably high cost.

* The vestry approved partial expenses for Jan Scrutton’s upcoming trip to Imara International in Kenya.

The vestry also debriefed on new member and volunteer appreciation Sunday.

Reminders
Toni's newsletter article for November is due October 20.
The next vestry meeting will be on October 15th on Zoom.

Emily closed the meeting with Compline.
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Ladies Flatlanders Retreat 2026

We had a wonderful Ladies Flatlanders trip down to
Pajaro Dunes in September. Fifteen women gathered
in two townhouses overlooking the shoreline. We
enjoyed plenty of walks up and down the beaches of
Monterey Bay, sat around a bonfire on the sand in the
evening making s‘'mores and stargazing, all with the

background of the crashing surf surrounding us.

Inside, we played games, assembled a puzzle, followed
Sylvia Ma in the practice of Tai Chi, chatted, napped,
read, and ate incredibly welll Everyone pitched in,
either cooking or cleaning up after the meals.

Sunday morning we worshipped together, sharing our
thoughts on the weekend and the blessings of

sisterhood, before heading home.

Back row: Sylvia, Nancy, Lisa, Lynn, Carol
Middle row: Laura, Meg, Terri, Mary, Marlene
Front row: Linda K, Linda N, Jo, Lin. Not pictured: Letty
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Eleven of the group come as often as possible, as we
treasure the time together every year we participate.
A few of the regulars were missed this year, and we
signed get well/support cards to Jan Pearson,

Marilyn Rose, and Julie Gayner.

Four women joined us for the very first time - Carol,
Jo, Lisa, and Terri. Each of them said they had a great
time, and we hope they return again next year. If this
retreat is of interest to you, next year's is September
16-19, 2027 in the same place. We would love to have

you join us!
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What's Your Answer?

Brian Cochran

Do you remember playing hide-and-seek as a child? It
is an enduring game that gets extended and changed
in youth groups into Sardines, a game where one
person hides and everyone else looks for them. As
individuals find the hider, they join them, cramming into
the hiding spot, until the last person finds this group of

“sardines,” followed by squeals of laughter.

The hiding, the seeking, and the finding are all part of
the fun. In the book The Elusive Presence: Toward a
New Biblical Theology (1978), Old Testament scholar
Samuel Terrien highlights the hide-and-seek

relationship between God and Israel.

What about in the New Testament? In the first chapter
of the Gospel of John, Jesus is identified as the
Spoken Word, who is God and a person at the same
time. John the Baptist calls him the Lamb of God and
the Son of God. He also says he has seen the Spirit
come down and rest on Jesus and that God, who sent
him “to baptize with water,” has clearly told him that this
means that Jesus will “baptize with the Holy Spirit.”
Then, the day after saying all this about Jesus to his
disciples, he looks right at Jesus as he is walking by and

repeats himself: “Behold, the Lamb of God!”

This leads two of his disciples to go after Jesus. Jesus
then utters his first words in the Gospel: “What are you

looking for?”

In the paradigm-shifting book The Questions of Jesus

in John (2013), Douglas Estes calls us to change our

www.saintj.com

way of reading the Bible and to begin paying much
more attention to questions than they have received in
the past. Following Aristotle, the Greek world valued
declarative statements over questions, dismissing them
as mere devices for moving a story along. We see this
in church history, influenced by Greek philosophy, in
the creeds and theologies written over the millennia.
Alternatively, Estes shows that questions in John have
a multiplicity of uses: “Jesus asks questions to gain
information, to challenge others, to test assumptions,
to criticize an opponent, to let a thought drift, to strike

up a debate, and many more besides” (p. 99).

If we heighten our focus on the questions of Jesus, we
realize that it is striking that his first words in the Gospel
are a question. This question is addressed to Andrew
and another one of John'’s disciples who are now
following him, and it does move the dialogue and story
along, but it also contains a challenge to those two and
to us, that we should be looking for something. What
are you seeking? Jesus wants them and us to consider
what we need and want out of life. That this is a really
important question for us to ponder is confirmed at the
end of John by Jesus asking three times, “Who are you
looking for?” (18: 4, 7; 20: 15). Notice that the question
word has changed from What to Who. The Gospel as a
biography of Jesus has made it clear that he is the one
we are to seek. As we begin to play hide-and-seek with
Jesus, he asks us a question: What are you looking for?
Answering this question is crucial for anyone taking

Jesus seriously.

Other questions of Jesus also reverberate when we sit
with them.

To be continued in next month’s Window
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Campus Care Work Party: Saturday, October 10, 9:00am-Noon

One of our many assets is our campus, buildings, and grounds. Maintaining

them is essential for a parish to thrive without the worries of deferred O
maintenance. All are invited to lend a hand, no matter the skill level—there is

all sorts of work to be done. Volunteers gather from 9:00am to noon, meet

new people, work as a team, and see the results of our efforts. Following /;3*
the work party, the church treats you to lunch at Shaker's Pizza. P

o

Safe Parking Returns to St. James’ This October
Throughout October, St. James' will again host the Safe Parking program. Participants will stay overnight in
our parking lot as part of this important ministry. We're looking for volunteers to help with participant

check-in and check-out. You can sign up by clicking_this link. If you're new to Safe Parking, don't let that

stop you from volunteering! Training is provided, the process is straightforward, and experienced
volunteers are happy to help. It's a meaningful way to share your time and offer hospitality. While not
required, many volunteers also choose to bring coffee, snacks, or even a meal to share during their shift.
For questions, please contact Charisma Reypan. Whether you volunteer, donate, or keep this ministry in

your prayers, thank you for helping our Safe Parking guests feel welcomed, respected, and cared for.

Your Wishes, Your Legacy: A Two-Part Planning Series
Save these dates for free sessions covering Advance Health Care Directives,
the St. James’' Endowment Fund, and Funeral Planning

Thursday, Nov. 5| 2:30 - 4:00pm | Advance Health Care Directives

Two members of Palo Alto Medical Foundation will present an “Advance Health Care Directive” session.
Learn how to document your healthcare preferences and provide guidance for your loved ones. If you
would like to begin completing your form during the event, bring the contact information for the person

you select as your medical decision-maker. Recommended for all adults, ages 18 and older.

Thursday, Nov. 12 | 2:30 - 4:00pm | Endowment Fund, Funeral Planning
St. James’ Endowment Board will present an overview of our Endowment Fund, its history, how it works,
and how you can participate in its sustainability and growth. Rev. Lori will then present a session around

funeral planning. Recommended for all adult parishioners.

Sign up in the Parish Hall for one or both sessions; there is no cost to attend.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Our First Imara Msafiri

Many of you have followed our journey to connecting with Imara International, our new international
outreach, over the last 18 months from the time Bev Mosier first introduced them to us, to the vestry
decision, and on to becoming regular supporters. This October we have a further opportunity to draw
closer in our relationship to Imara House when our Children & Youth Minister heads for two weeks in Kenya
as a msafiri (Kenyan for traveler). Jan is preparing for travel and for leading activities and teaching skills to
the moms at Imara. The house is currently full, with 20 school-age moms and their children, along with

others living in town and being supported as they become independent.

We look forward to hearing from Jan about her experiences and planning a future mission trip for others to

serve in Kenya. In the meantime we offer this prayer for Jan as she prepares to travel and while she is away.

A Prayer for a Msafari (Traveler)
Gracious and loving God,
we give you thanks for your servant, Jan, who is preparing to travel to Kenya
to serve alongside the young mothers and children of Imara International.
Go before her with your blessing,
guide her with your wisdom,
and keep her in your care.
Grant her humility to listen,
compassion to serve,

and joy in discovering Christ

in every person she meets.
Bless the mothers and children of Imara International with strength, hope, safety, and abundant love.
Bless also the staff, volunteers, and all who support this holy work.
Unite us, your people at St. James', in prayer and generosity,
that even from afar we may share in this ministry of encouragement and care.
May this journey deepen faith, build friendships, and bear witness to your love across all borders.
Bring your servant safely there and safely home again,
filled with gratitude for all you are doing in Kenya and in us;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
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Thank you to everyone who supported our sales of

St. James’ T-shirts

Our online store launches on
October 18th. Visit by
. Clicking the link at £ »
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St. Francis Garden Blessing
Sunday, October 4
9:30am

We will be blessing the new
St. Francis Garden, situated
on the side of the Little Church
(facing the Parish Hall, near the
Little Church side-door ramp.).
Through a couple of generous
donations, this garden is
lovingly created in memory of
Rev. Bill Mosier and the Nelsen
siblings. The statue of
St. Francis was Bill's, given to us
by his wife, Bev Mosier.

THE FEAST OF ST FRANCIS
&
ANIMAL BLESSING
OCTOBER 4

10:30 OUTDOOR SERVICE

all animals and their humans welcomel

!’w
Wiy

To donate to the Tri City Animal Shelter,
in honor of St. Francis, go to
tricityanimalshelter.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
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members and frlends of St.James"

Saturday October 17, 4pm
Music at St. James'

St. James' Episcopal Church, Fremont,

Followed by a cheese and wine reception
(with non-alcoholic options)
Tickets

J
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/” $15/ under 16
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Raising funds to help equip our
musicians with modern tools to
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S en1or Lunch

/\Tuesday October 2oth/\
12 N0ON - 1:30pmM

Join us for lunch and fellowship .~
in the Parish Hall

\ ALLWELCOME
$5 donation appreciated

* Sign up in the Parish Hall, by cauin% |
the church office (510 797 1492) or

email jan@saintj.com
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Halloween Costumes &
Trick-or-Treating
Sunday, October 25

8:00am & 10:30am Services

Show your creativity and wear a Halloween
costume to church! We engage in our
annual Costume Parade at the 10:30

service followed by trick-or-treating for
the kids on the patio.

A4

Feast of All Saints
Sunday, November 1

8:00am & 10:30am Services

This is the Feast Day when we remember our
loved ones with a reading of the Necrology
(those who have died). We will also renew our
baptismal vows and celebrate the Saints, both
the living and the dead.

www.saintj.com
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WAYS WE ARE CHURCH TOGETHER

LITURGY & WORSHIP

WORSHIP IN PERSON AT CHURCH

We offer two services on Sunday morning, at 8:00am
and 10:30am. Coffee and light snacks follow each

service. Join us for worship and fellowship!

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAM

If you cannot attend church in person, you can join our
10:30am service live-streamed on Sundays at
saintj.com, our parish website. The service can be
joined at any time on Sunday from 10:30am or watched

during the week online through our YouTube channel.

WEDNESDAY 10:00AM SERVICE

Celebrate the Liturgy of the Word with prayers and
sermon discussion in real time through Zoom on
Wednesday mornings. The link can be found under

"Upcoming Events" on the right side of our website.

Follow us ﬁ

on Social Media!
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

Find service & sermon audio/video recordings:

YOUTUBE SPOTIFY [ )
Whs

o e r
TUNEIN

APPLE

www.saintj.com

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

SCRIPTURE / BIBLE STUDIES
Monday | 11:00am on Zoom

Join with others to catch up and wrestle with some of
the sacred texts of the Bible. We meet every Monday
on Zoom. Email Rev. Lori at lori@saintj.com for the

Zoom link or find more info on our website.

Wednesday | 11:00am on Zoom

Join us for Bible Study facilitated by Rev. Lori. Each
week we discuss scripture, engaging in various media
such as art, video, and text. Email Rev. Lori with

questions or find the Zoom link on our website.

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR

Join us for light refreshments and conversation after

each service on Sunday mornings in the Parish Hall.

HEALTH & WELLNESS

MORNING CHAIR EXERCISE

Tuesdays on Zoom | 10am —1lam

Join our weekly class of chair exercises on Breathing
(Qi Gong) and Tai Chi (Hsing I). Email Sylvia Ma at

hsiehtinghsueh@gmail.com for the Zoom link.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES

Sunday School | CurrentEvents

Sunday School, for children in TK through 6th grade, meets weekly during the 10:30am service; all are invited and

welcome to join. We gather for a story and talk about the lesson of the week, usually lectionary-based so the whole

family will hear the same Scripture passages. Afterward, children then return to church in time to join their families

for the Liturgy of the Table (also known as the Eucharist or Holy Communion).

Episcopal Youth Fremont

Episcopal Youth Fremont (EYF) is a youth group for those in 6th through 12th grades based at St. James’ which

meets during the school year. Any questions about our programs for children or youth? Email our Children &

Youth Minister Jan Scrutton at jan@saintj.com.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY | OCTOBER 2026

FUND BALANCES 08/2025 08/2026
Operating Fund $73,882.75 $67,449.13
Building Fund $105,661.05 $100,855.47
Special Interest funds $735,172.04 $764,843.05
Pledges Budgeted $249,974.64 $291,760.00
Pledges Paid $259,055.75 $274,408.65
Unpledged Contributions $17,389.99 $24,074.92
Other Operating Income $19,382.01 $16,335.06
Total Operating Income $295,827.75 $314,818.63
Total Operating Expenses $282,990.37 $329,239.53
Income Less Expenses $12,837.38 ($14,420.90)

www.saintj.com
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ALWAYS AT ST. JAMES'

MONTHLY PRAYER LIST

For Those in the Military
Matthew, Luis, Laura, Dwight, Nick

For Those Who Need Healing & Comfort
Julie, Linda, David, Elaine, Margaret, John, Karen,
Barbara, Nova, Heidi, Marilyn, Luann, Vickie,

Mace, Mary Ann, Alex, Evelyn, Joan, Mike, Jan

For Those Who Need Solace, Strength &
Guidance
David, Derek, the Gomez family, Martha, the

Bourne family, Karen & family, Cat, Rod, Susan

For Those Who Have Passed Away

Jim, Miriam, Tammy

ACCESS TO ZOOM LINKS

Zoom links for all of our offerings can be found

on our parish website, saintj.com; look for the

calendar on our home page. If something is not

listed, email the gathering/event leader.

www.saintj.com

BLESSING BAGS & DISTRUBITION

Each bag contains toiletries, water, food,
socks, a blanket, and a mask. We're using
reusable cloth bags that double as backpacks.
We are not taking donations other than
monetary donations. This allows us to
purchase what we need and to be consistent.
Blessing Bags are available to pick up during
parish office hours (Wed/Thurs, 10:00am-
1:00pm).

It is helpful to have gift cards to give with
the bags when appropriate. If you'd like to
donate a gift card, we ask for $25 cards for
gas, Safeway, Target, Walmart, or Lucky. They

can be given to the wardens (vestry) or clergy.

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” list,
please call or email the parish office.
The list is found in our weekly emails and monthly
newsletter. After six weeks, names are removed.

Please renew your request(s) as needed.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

The Newsletter Team welcomes your essays,
poems, photos, reviews, and news. Email your

submission to newsletter@saintj.com by the

20th of the month to ensure it's included.
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ADDRESS Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace, Fremont CA

MAILING PO Box 457 Fremont, CA 94537-0457

WEBSITE www.saintj.com TELEPHONE (510) 797-1492
OFFICE HOURS Wednesdays and Thursdays, 10am — Ipm
The ReV. Lori Walton, ReCTOr . ..cccoii oo lori@saintj.com
CLERGY The Rev. Ingrid Jacobson, Associate ReCtOr......cccveeeeieenennen. ingrid@saintj.com
AN D Jan Scrutton, Children and Youth Minister jan@saintj.com
Jennifer Ravera, MUsSiC Dir€CtOr.......ccccccviivvviiiiiiiee e music@saintj.com
STAF F Ron Cook, Office AdMiNIStrator......c.ccccuviviiiiiiieeieine e admin@saintj.com
Bruce Roberts, TreasuUrer. ..o e treasurer@saintj.com
VESTRY MEMBERS WORSHIP TIMES
SeniorWarden Sunday Services
John Amouroux | srwarden@saintj.com In-Person | 8:00am and 10:30am
Junior Warden Live-streamed | 10:30am with recording
Emily Dunn | jrwarden@saintj.com
Wednesday Service
Gregg Feeney Bev Mosier Online/Zoom | 10:00am (Ante-Communion)
Burtin Hart Katie Porter
Matt Hurley Jasmine Reypan
Kaethe Langs Toni Shellen

Paula McKinney Scott Whitaker

MAIN COORDINATORS
Vestry Clerk Elizabeth Hart

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors
George Siegmann

Eucharistic Visitors Ushers
The Rev. Ingrid Jacobson Burtin Hart

CONVENTION DELEGATES

Facilities facilities@saintj.com

Bev Mosier Ken Trant

The Window Newsletter Staff
Mike Scrutton Isaiah Zachariah

Laura Winter
Meg Amouroux Gregg Feeney

Contact: stjdeanery@saintj.com Brian Cochran Barbara Milligan
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	Sunday School      |     Current Events
	Episcopal Youth Fremont
	Episcopal Youth Fremont (EYF) is a youth group for those in 6th through 12th grades based at St. James’ which meets during the school year. Any questions about our programs for children or youth? Email our Children & Youth Minister Jan Scrutton at jan@saintj.com.

	FINANCIAL SUMMARY   |    OCTOBER 2026
	FUND BALANCES
	08/2025
	08/2026
	Operating Fund
	Building Fund
	Special Interest funds
	Pledges Budgeted
	Pledges Paid
	Unpledged Contributions
	Other Operating Income
	Total Operating Income
	Total Operating Expenses
	$73,882.75
	$105,661.05
	$735,172.04
	$249,974.64
	$259,055.75
	$17,389.99
	$19,382.01
	$295,827.75
	$282,990.37
	$67,449.13
	$100,855.47
	$764,843.05
	$291,760.00
	$274,408.65
	$24,074.92
	$16,335.06
	$314,818.63
	$329,239.53
	Income Less Expenses
	$12,837.38
	($14,420.90)
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	ALWAYS AT ST. JAMES‘
	MONTHLY  PRAYER  LIST
	For Those in the Military
	For Those Who Need Healing & Comfort
	For Those Who Need Solace, Strength & Guidance
	For Those Who Have Passed Away

	MONTHLY  PRAYER  LIST
	BLESSING BAGS & DISTRUBITION
	To add someone to the “Special Prayers” list, please call or email the parish office.

	ACCESS TO ZOOM LINKS
	NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
	www.saintj.com
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	ADDRESS
	MAILING
	WEBSITE
	TELEPHONE
	OFFICE HOURS



	CLERGY
	AND
	STAFF
	VESTRY MEMBERS
	Gregg Feeney
	Burtin Hart
	Matt Hurley
	Kaethe Langs
	Paula McKinney
	Bev Mosier
	Katie Porter
	Jasmine Reypan
	Toni Shellen
	Scott Whitaker

	CONVENTION DELEGATES
	Bev Mosier
	Mike Scrutton
	Ken Trant
	Isaiah Zachariah

	WORSHIP TIMES
	Sunday Services
	Wednesday Service

	MAIN COORDINATORS
	George Siegmann
	The Rev. Ingrid Jacobson
	Burtin Hart
	Laura Winter
	Meg Amouroux     Gregg Feeney
	Brian Cochran    Barbara Milligan
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