The Window

THE NEWSLETTER OF ST. JAMES' EPISCOPAL CHURCH, FREMONT CALIFORNIA

MAY 2026

Living Our Baptism in These Times

Matt Hurley

There's a lot happening in the world right now, and
most of it is well outside our control. Global conflicts,
political division, economic uncertainty. If we're
honest, it can leave us feeling small, even powerless.
We don't get to set the course of world events, and
no amount of effort or intensity on our part is going
to fix everything.

But baptism was never about control. It was never a
promise that we could shape the world to our liking. It
was a commitment to something deeper: how we
show up within the world.

In the Episcopal Church, we return again and again to
the Baptismal Covenant, where we promise—with
God's help—to “persevere in resisting evil,” to “seek
and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself,” and to “strive for justice and peace among
all people, and respect the dignity of every human
being.” Those words are not theoretical. They are
practical. They point us toward a way of living that
remains available to us, no matter how chaotic the

world becomes.

Scripture says it plainly in Micah 6:8 (NRSV): “..[W]hat
does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
There is clarity in that. Not control over outcomes, not
the burden of fixing everything, but a call to live
rightly, faithfully, and humbly.

There’s a kind of freedom in recognizing what we
can't control. It allows us to focus on what we can
control: our actions, our integrity, our presence with
others. Living our baptism in these times might look
less like changing the world overnight and more like
refusing to be shaped by fear, anger, or cynicism. It
might mean choosing patience when it's easier to
react, or compassion when it's easier to withdraw.
This isn't passive. It's disciplined. It's a steady,
intentional way of living that says our faith matters
most not when things are easy, but when they're not.
And we don't do this alone. Baptism brings us into a
community that carries these commitments together.
We remind each other, especially when it's hard, of
who we are and whose we are.

Continued on next page

www.saintj.com




Living Our Baptism in These Times

We may not have the power to direct global events.
But we do have the ability to live faithfully within

them. And in a time when so much feels unstable,

a life rooted in faith--steady, grounded, and quietly
committed--may be one of the most meaningful

contributions we can make.

Abode Home Warming Relaunch

Gregg Feeney

The Abode Services Rapid Re-Housing / Home
Warming Program was created to get families, and
specifically veterans who had recently become
homeless, into housing. This program worked well for
years until the housing prices soared, along with the
cost of available rental homes and apartments. St.
James' has been a big supporter of the program, and
our parishioners have come through in a large way by
donating money, furniture, and new and gently used

items to help unhoused people get into housing.

Abode Services is relaunching the Home Warming
Program in the near future. We had our first meeting
on April 16, 2026, and seven faith-based
representatives were there, from Corpus Christi

Church, Christ the King Lutheran Church,
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Sisters of the Holy Family, Holy Spirit Catholic Church,
Niles Discovery Church, St. James' Episcopal Church,
and the United Church of Christ.

The attendance was down from a high of 17 prior to
the pandemic. The program had started to unravel
before Covid and many of the representatives from
the organizations had slowly drifted away. | was quite
direct in my opinions of the direction the program had

taken and gave constructive criticism at that time.

The next planning meeting is on July 22, 2026, with
the time and place to be chosen soon. The group is
ready to move ahead and we look forward to positive

results. | will provide our church with timely updates.
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Vestry Meeting Recap | April 2026

John Amouroux, Senior Warden

The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm. It was a Zoom meeting. Gregg led the opening prayer.

Oral Communications

Lori talked about the new concrete installed at the front of the big church, a stolen flag, and an aborted campus
vandalism instance.

Toniinformed us that the city came out and adjusted the turn signal timing at the Thornton/Cabrillo intersection for
the weekends, so hopefully the signal will be more responsive.

Gregg mentioned that the Rapid Re-Housing project is seemingly stalled but he is hopeful about an upcoming

meeting.

New and Continuing Business

The vestry approved the March vestry meeting minutes. They also reviewed and accepted the March financial
reports and the staff and ministry reports. They also discussed how the Easter celebration went.

The vestry approved the purchase of a yard cart for Memorial garden maintenance and also approved a purchase
for a large amount of compostable items as the large number of recent events on campus has depleted our
supplies. Lori discussed making formal guidelines for the parish email reflector, and talked about the Corazon build
coming up in June.

The vestry decided on some fund distributions from the special interest account for Corazon and Imara, and will
discuss further special interest distributions at the next meeting. Also discussed was an endorsement for a proposal
for Fremont School District students. The meeting ended with a discussion with the land development team about

their recent meeting with Abode Services and the Episcopal Impact Fund.

Reminders
Newsletter Article for June, due May 20 (Jasmine)

Next Vestry Meeting: May 21in person (Katie has Prayers.)

Gregg led Compline to close the meeting, which adjourned at 9:15pm.

According to An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians, ed. by Don S.
Armentrout and Robert Boak Slocum (Church Publishing, New York, 2000), the basic responsibilities of the vestry are to
“help define and articulate the mission of the congregation; to support the church’s mission by word and deed, to select the

rector, to ensure effective organization and planning, and to manage resources and finances.”
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A Leak of Faith:
Parishioners Answer the Call

Rev. Ingrid Jacobson

One morning in Easter (April 21), three women from our
Altar Guild team who had come to clean up our
sanctuary discovered water raining in through the roof
of the nave near the children’s play area and sheeting

down the windows nearby.

In a story that reminds us of the Easter morning gospel
we had heard the Sunday prior (Luke 24:13-35), the
three women, though perplexed and alarmed, spread
the news to fellow disciples (a.k.a. parishioners), and in
true St. James' fashion additional disciples arrived
without delay. Together they proceeded to contact the
roofing contractor, gather towels and buckets and
plastic sheeting to protect the floor carpet, move
furniture away from the leak zone--all such things as
were necessary to prevent further damage. Soon, more

help arrived in the form of the roofing contractors and
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even more disciples bearing Shop-Vacs, fans, and
additional dry towels. After the initial emergency eased
and the leak was repaired, the faithful volunteers
continued to dry, clean, coordinate, and eventually put

the sanctuary back together.

Thankfully, the extent of the damage was limited by
the quick action of so many volunteers. There is still
some restorative work to be done in the coming weeks,
but the sanctuary is fully functional and will remain
open for worship as usual, thanks to those many hands.
We are immensely grateful to the many who were
willing and able to show up at this unexpected time of
need. Your faithfulness and dedication to our church

home is greatly appreciated.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

7pm - 8pm
on zoom

FOR SUCH starting May 5
A TIME AS THIS

at each session, we will
check in with each other

read the chapter together
AN EMERGENCY reflect on the reading

DEVOTIONAL end with a prayer

Please purchase the
book in advance.
if cost is an issue,
talk with Rev. Lori

"A Guide for Ordinary Christians
Seeking to Live Faithfully in
Extraordinary Times"

)T @b o ) 9p

Geta15% discount if purchased

Men’s Trip--Save the Date!

The Men's Group is planning our trip for August 13-16, 2026, and we are headed back to Twain Harte for a
weekend of golfing, fishing, hiking, wine & beer tasting. About 12 of us come together to share ideas, good
cooking, stories, and ways to bring more guys on our trips. If you have an interest, contact Gregg Feeney at

510-506-2303 or dgfeeney@comcast.net.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES

Sunday School | CurrentEvents

Sunday School, for children in TK through 6th grade, meets weekly during the 10:30am service; all are invited and

welcome to join. We gather for a story and talk about the lesson of the week, usually lectionary-based so the whole

family will hear the same scripture passages. Afterward, children then return to church in time to join their families

for the Liturgy of the Table (also known as the Eucharist or Holy Communion).

Episcopal Youth Fremont

Episcopal Youth Fremont (EYF) is a youth group for those in 6th through 12th grades based at St. James’ which

meets during the school year. Any questions about our programs for children or youth? Email our Children &

Youth Minister Jan Scrutton at jan@saintj.com.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY | MARCH 2026

FUND BALANCES 03/31/2025 03/31/2026
Operating Fund 68,079.06 90,243.09
Building Fund 118,094.55 104,350.94
Special Interest funds 723,618.32 745,173.28
Pledges Budgeted 93,740.49 109,410.00
Pledges Paid 105,450.04 15,224.83
Unpledged Contributions 4,137.52 12,914.92
Other Operating Income 6,339.21 7,057.89
Total Operating Income 15,926.77 135,197.64
Total Operating Expenses 108,799.70 126,829.75
Income Less Expenses 7127.07 8,367.89
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HOLY WEEK 2026

Easter Sunday

Note: St James’ held services throughout Holy Week,; we were so engaged in worship that no pictures were
taken of the other services.
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WAYS WE ARE CHURCH TOGETHER

LITURGY & WORSHIP

WORSHIP IN PERSON AT CHURCH

We offer two services on Sunday morning, at 8:00am
and 10:30am. Coffee and light snacks follow each

service. Join us for worship and fellowship!

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAM

If you cannot attend church in person, you can join our
10:30am service live-streamed on Sundays at
saintj.com, our parish website. The service can be
joined at any time on Sunday from 10:30am or watched

during the week online through our YouTube channel.

WEDNESDAY 10:00AM SERVICE

Celebrate the Liturgy of the Word with prayers and
sermon discussion in real time through Zoom on
Wednesday mornings. The link can be found under

"Upcoming Events" on the right side of our website.

Follow us ﬁ

on Social Media!
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM
Find service & sermon audio/video recordings:

YOUTUBE SPOTIFY [ )
Whs

o e r
TUNEIN

APPLE
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LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

SCRIPTURE / BIBLE STUDIES
Monday | 11:00am on Zoom

Join with others to catch up and wrestle with some of
the sacred texts of the Bible. We meet every Monday
on Zoom. Email Rev. Lori at lori@saintj.com for the

Zoom link or find more info on our website.

Wednesday | 11:00am on Zoom

Join us for Bible Study facilitated by Rev. Lori. Each
week we discuss scripture, engaging in various media
such as art, video, and text. Email Rev. Lori with

questions or find the Zoom link on our website.

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR

Join us for light refreshments and conversation after

each service on Sunday mornings in the Parish Hall.

HEALTH & WELLNESS

MORNING CHAIR EXERCISE

Tuesdays on Zoom | 10am —1lam

Join our weekly class of chair exercises on Breathing
(Qi Gong) and Tai Chi (Hsing I). Email Sylvia Ma at

hsiehtinghsueh@yahoo.com for the Zoom link.
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MONTHLY PRAYER LIST

For Those in the Military
Megan, Theresa, Mark, Tim, Caitlin, Emily, Robin,
Dave, Shawn, Ethan, Paul, Matthew, Darren,

Robert, Luis, Laura

For Those Who Need Healing & Comfort

Julie, Linda, Barry, David, Elaine, Margaret,
Mandy, John, John, Karen, Jim, Barbara, Nova,
Mike, Marilyn, Sharon, José, Paul, Albert, Barbara,

Roland, Marlene, Jessica, Ariana, Pat

For Those Who Need Solace, Strength, &

Guidance
David, Derek, Cat, the Gomez family, Donald, the

Osha family, Martha, the Bourne family

For Those Who Have Passed Away

Kevin, Louis, Eleanor, Marge

ACCESS TO ZOOM LINKS

Zoom links for all of our offerings can be found

on our parish website, saintj.com; look for the

calendar on our home page. If something is not

listed, email the gathering/event leader.

www.saintj.com

BLESSING BAGS & DISTRUBITION

Each bag contains toiletries, water, food,
socks, a blanket, and a mask. We're using
reusable cloth bags that double as backpacks.
We are not taking donations other than
monetary donations. This allows us to
purchase what we need and to be consistent.
Blessing Bags are available to pick up during

parish office hours (Wed/Thurs, 10am-1pm).

It is helpful to have gift cards to give with
the bags when appropriate. If you'd like to
donate a gift card, we ask for $25 cards for
gas, Safeway, Target, Walmart, or Lucky. They

can be given to the wardens (vestry) or clergy.

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” list,
please call or email the parish office.
The list is found in our weekly emails, monthly
newsletter. After six weeks, names are removed.

Please renew your request(s) as needed.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

The Newsletter Team welcomes your essays,
poems, photos, reviews, and news. Email your

submission to newsletter@saintj.com by the

twentieth of the month to ensure it's included.
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ADDRESS Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace, Fremont CA

MAILING PO Box 457 Fremont, CA 94537-0457

WEBSITE www.saintj.com TELEPHONE (510) 797-1492
OFFICE HOURS Wednesdays and Thursdays, 10am — Ipm
The ReVv. Lori Walton, RECtOr.......cccoovioiieceeiecceeeeeeee e lori@saintj.com
CLERGY The Rev. Ingrid Jacobson, Associate ReCtOr.......cccuecieeeneennnnn. ingrid@saintj.com
AN D Jan Scrutton, Children and Youth Minister jan@saintj.com
Jennifer Ravera, MUsSiC Dir€CtOr.........coovviiecciiiiieeee e music@saintj.com
STAFF Ron Cook, Office AdminiStrator.......c..ccccuveieiieieieiremeees e admin@saintj.com
Bruce Roberts, TreasuUrer. ..o e treasurer@saintj.com
VESTRY MEMBERS WORSHIP TIMES
SeniorWarden Sunday Services
John Amouroux | srwarden@saintj.com In-Person | 8:00am and 10:30am
Junior Warden Live-streamed | 10:30am with recording
Emily Dunn | jrwarden@saintj.com
Wednesday Service
Gregg Feeney Bev Mosier Online/Zoom | 10:00am (Ante-Communion)
Burtin Hart Katie Porter
Matt Hurley Jasmine Reypan
Kaethe Langs Toni Shellen

Paula McKinney Scott Whitaker

MAIN COORDINATORS
Vestry Clerk Elizabeth Hart

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors
George Siegmann

Eucharistic Visitors Ushers
The Rev. Ingrid Jacobson Burtin Hart

CONVENTION DELEGATES

Facilities facilities@saintj.com

Bev Mosier Ken Trant
Mike Scrutton John Wagas The Window Newsletter Staff
Laura Winter
Alternate to Convention Isaiah Zachariah John Wagas Gregg Feeney

Barbara Milligan Brian Cochran

Contact: stjdeanery@saintj.com .
Meg Amouroux Katie Porter
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