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We are a community that invites all people to join in worship. Our primary sacrament of
initiation into the Church is the sacrament of Holy Baptism. If you wish to follow Christ, or if
you wish to deepen your exploration of the sacred, you are encouraged to speak to a clergy
person about baptism or about your own spiritual path and where it is leading you.

If you are visiting us, please introduce yourself at the door. We invite you to fill out a visitor's
card and either place it in the offertory plate or hand it to an usher. You can also sign the visitor
book as you exit the church. Please join us in food and fellowship on the patio or in the parish
hall after the service.

WELCOME to SAINT JAMES'

LITURGY and the SACRAMENTS

The Episcopal way of worshipping has been in existence for centuries, and closely follows the
ancient rites of the early church. Our primary texts are the Holy Bible and the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer. If there are things about our worship that are new to you or do not make
sense, be patient with the unfamiliarity. Consider that you are entering a conversation with God
and the faithful which began centuries before we were here and will continue after we are gone.
Just join in as you are, and bear with us as we are, and we will all be changed as we go.

The Palm Sunday Service marks the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem just days before his
death. Riding a donkey into the city, people lay down cloaks and palm branches to make the ride
more comfortable. The royal king has arrived in the royal city.

LITURGY OF THE PALMS

We begin our worship outside, with the blessing of the palm branches.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Let us pray.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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BLESSING OVER THE BRANCHES

Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of
palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear
them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal
life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant
People

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant
People

Let us go forth in peace.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

HYMN 154             ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR TO THEE

The congregation processes through the garden and into the church with the following hymn
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Words: Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1816), alt.
Music: Valet will ich dir geben, melody Melichior Teschner (1584-1635)m It.; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the
example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and
also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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SECOND READING

PSALM 31:9-16 See Insert

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

FIRST READING

GOSPEL HYMN L106, v1

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to:

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Priest

People

READING OF THE GOSPEL
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after the reading of the Gospel

Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

READING OF THE GOSPEL  (continued)

GOSPEL HYMN L106, v3

THE SERMON

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
TEXbegotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ
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THE NICENE CREED   (continued)

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
TEXby the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
TEXfrom the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
TEXand his kingdom will have no end.

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
TEXHe has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We have been birthed for holiness in Christ, by whose arduous labor we are awakened to life. That
the wounds of our crucified Christ may not be in vain, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, hear
our prayer.” 

For the whole church catholic, for an end to our divisions, for all who lead and all who minister,
and for all the baptized, let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer.

For the nations, for peacemakers, for all the world’s peoples, for the governing authorities in every
city and state, and for the wealthy and free to uplift the poor and oppressed, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For the will to recognize your grace in the lives of all people, and for the will to supply
food and sustenance to all the world’s people, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.
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For all whom we avoid, for those we consider ungodly, the outcasts and beggars, the
downtrodden, for our enemies, and for an end to our hardness of heart, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who yearn for health, for those in mental anguish or spiritual turmoil, for the incurably ill,
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.

For hearts to do what is good and right and true, and for humility before Christ, that we may
never murmur against you, Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.

We praise you, God of our hope, for all the faithful before us who entered into your labors and
worshiped you in truth. That we may live faithful to eternal life, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For those in our communities who have commended themselves to our prayers, I invite your
intercessions and thanksgivings at this time. Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer.

The celebrant offers a concluding prayer.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

CELEBRATIONS

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever
they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their lives—through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

When prompted, please join in the following prayer:

OFFERTORY ANTHEM See Insert

For quick access to our giving page to make a
donation to the ministries of our church, scan
the QR code below with your phone camera.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and
fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with
your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body.
Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

SANCTUS  |  THREE-FOLD HOLY S124
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own
image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might
be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image
in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we
violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for
us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in
the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross,
he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of
wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: "Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Celebrant

Celebrant Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

People & Celebrant

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with
Saint James and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor,
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

Celebrant
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

FRACTION 
Celebrant

People

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN See Insert

When invited by the usher, please come forward for communion. We are offering both bread
and wine. However, the wine will be distributed by intinction only (dipping the bread into the wine). 

If you prefer to have the wine along with the bread, the priest will take the communion host
and dip it into the wine. It will then be handed to you for consumption. You can consume it right
away, or bring it back to your pew to consume when the priest moves to the altar & invites you to eat
the bread with the words, "The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven."

If you prefer to have the bread only, simply hold one hand up as a sign to the priest that you prefer
to receive only the communion host.

Even if you do not wish to receive Communion, you are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Instead of receiving the bread and wine, simply cross your arms over your chest and the priest will give
you a blessing.

A  GUIDEfor COMING to COMMUNION



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

THE BLESSING

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

THE DISMISSAL

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people,
forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

People & Celebrant

Celebrant Let us pray.

4/2023, Yr A12

Celebrant
People

Let us bless the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Permission to reprint and podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-715397. All rights reserved.

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 6   |   6:30pm Gather, Service Afterward

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 7   |    12:00-2:00pm (Day Service), 2:00-3:00pm (Stations of the Cross), 7:00pm (Night Service)

EASTER VIGIL, APRIL 8   |    8:00pm (at St. Anne's, 2791 Driscoll Road, Fremont)

EASTER PRINCIPAL SERVICE, APRIL 9   |    10:30am (Big Church)

Simple monastic-style dinner followed by Ritual Foot Washing, Holy Communion, and the Stripping of the Altar

Passion Reading & Veneration of the Cross; Contemplating the Stations of the Cross (Big Church); Scriptures & Spirituals

Lighting of the Easter Fire, Stories, and Songs, with Easter Proclamation and Holy Communion

Celebration of Christ's Resurrection with Holy Communion, followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Reception

The prayer bowl will be rung to mark a silent exit as we move into Holy Week.


