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January 2023 

 

The Church’s Purpose 

 

I’ve been reading a few articles about the state of the 
Christian Church and the challenge it does and will face 
in the near future.  Let’s be honest.  The statistics are 
not in our favor.  I know you’ve heard about the decline 
of the church from various sources and places.  I will not 
repeat it here, other than to say if we don’t pay 
attention to the possibility of decline, or if we act as if 
we will somehow find ourselves looking like we did in 
1950, we will find ourselves in a sorry state indeed.   

There have been many theories as to why the decline or 
how to reverse the decline, and most have merit.  
However, there is one discussion thread that I believe 
goes right to the core of the issue.  That discussion is 
about the tendency for the church to lose sight of who 
is in charge and from where our strength comes.   

Richard Beck is a professor of psychology and theology.  
In his blog “Experimental Theology” he poses that 
“many Christians live their lives as ‘functional atheists.’  
That is to say, we go through the day without ever 
thinking about God.  We don’t experience a constant 
sense of God’s presence.  Technically, we believe in 

God, but we don’t navigate life using divine coordinates.  
Given the urgent demands of the day, God is left to the 
side or relegated to the background.” It's a tough 
statement to say that many Christians live as functional 
atheists, but if we’re honest, how often does God come 
to mind and heart in the course of a day?  When we are 
hurting, how quickly do we turn to Christ?  If we are 
successful at something, do we automatically credit 
God’s wonderous works in our lives, or do we stop with 
self-congratulation?   

Richard Beck extends his observation from the 
individual Christian to the Church, posing that too many 
churches see themselves as non-profits whose task is to 
meet the various social needs of the community.  Of 
course, doing good in the community is a good thing!  
But when we do good things without crediting God as 
the power doing good in the world through us, if we 
lose sight that our motivation is to co-create the 
Beloved Community with God through Jesus Christ, 
then we might as well be simply a non-profit 
organization.  But we are a church, and as a church we 
exist for one reason – to proclaim the Good News of 
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God’s ever-present love, power, and mercy in a world that so desperately needs redemption. 

In the coming months, you will hear more about our Vital + Thriving initiative and the invitation to deeply listen for how 
God is present to us, what God is leading us towards, and how, with God’s help, we will better live into our lives as 
disciples of Jesus Christ, both individually and collectively.  It is an exciting time for our parish; one that has the potential 
for a renewed sense of mission and a clear view of the Almighty in our midst.   

I look forward to our journey together. 

Lori+

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Happy Birthday to the Class of ’32! 
St James’ had five parishioners turn 90 in 2022.  Happy birthday to Tom Blalock, George Vlastelica, Bob Reed, John 
Kimber and Bud Spalding!  May they have many more years of good health and happiness 
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A Message From Rev. Bill 

 

January takes its name from the Roman deity Janus, 
whose statues were found over Roman doorways, its 
head depicted with two faces—one looking forward, 
one backward. This aptly-named month presents us 
with a great spiritual opportunity. For as we cross the 
threshold of a new calendar year, we do well to pause 
and look both forward to what is still future, as well as 
backward to what is now past. 

Time seems linear for us humans, ever unfolding before 
us as long as we draw breath.  But we recognize that we 
are who we are in this present moment because of 
where we have been on our journeys. Old traumas and 
even failures have left their mark—this is part of what it 
is to be human.   

When we look back, do we see all the blessings we have 
received, most of them unmerited, like the love 
bestowed upon us by others?  When we recall dark 
times and failures from our past, have we learned to 
accept the cost and the lessons? Can we recognize our 
failures, yet accept that, despite these, God still stands 
by our side so that we are free to face the opportunities 
of the coming days? 

The blessings we had from childhood and the difficulties 
we encountered, have all shaped us for better or worse-
-all these experiences make each of us unique in our 
humanity.  All persons have had their struggles and 
their cherished experiences; these are part of our 
common humanity, yet each of us has shaped our own 
personal, unique individual identity.  None of us is 
entirely alone in our differences, and certainly each of 
us is beloved by God, regardless of what this world had 
shown us. 

As we begin the New Year in the Christmas season, we 
recall that Jesus chose to join us as a human being. 
Christ lived our sort of life and honored it, both in 
human glory and human suffering. This is the awesome 
meaning of “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us.” (John 1: 14) Born a Jew, Jesus inherited a 
rich history of his people, even as he began the day-by-
day living out of the humanity he shares with us.  Jesus’ 
life included many disappointments, challenges, joys, 
and struggles, even before his final suffering and death.  
But by all these very human experiences, Jesus 
purposefully built a bridge to God for us, creating a new 
Covenant with us in his life, death, and resurrection.   

By the life and work of Christ, the human is transformed 
and the divine made accessible to us.  Through Christ, 
we believe and affirm that whatever our past, it can 
pass away and be made new, even as we are renewed 
daily through our life in God through Christ. We bring 
this truth with us as we begin the new year. 

Therefore, as we look forward, may we see new joys to 
experience.  May we rejoice that, among our blessings 
of family and loving relationships, we can always 
depend upon the steadfast love of God and the 
forgiveness it includes!  With the New Year, whatever 
lies ahead for us individually, always trust with all your 
being that our lives matter greatly to the Giver of Life 
and that nothing can separate us from that love. 
(Romans 8:31-39) 

Bill+
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The Ways We Are Church Together 

 

WORSHIP 
  
Worship At Church 
We offer two services on 
Sunday morning at 8am and 
10:30am. Coffee and light 
snacks following each service.  
 
 

Sunday Morning Service Live Stream 
If you cannot attend church in person, you can join our 
10:30am service live-streamed on Sundays at saintj.com. 
The service can be joined at any time on Sunday from 
10:30am or watched during the week on our YouTube 
channel.  
  
Wednesday 10:00am Service 
Celebrate the Liturgy of the Word with prayers and 
sermon discussion in real time on Zoom. Join us!  Email 
Rev. Bill at bhale@saintj.com.  Link can also be found 
under "Upcoming Events" on the right side of our 
website. 
  
Morning Prayer 8-8:30am. Monday-Friday 
Join Rev. Bill for Morning Prayer via Zoom. Contact 
bhale@saintj.com for the link. Open to all. 

 

FELLOWSHIP 
  

Thursday 12:00pm Home 
Alone Group on Zoom 

For those who are living 
alone, meet us on Zoom 

Thursdays during lunchtime 
to say hello.  Email Rev. Bill 

at bhale@saintj.com for 
more information.  

Grief Support Group Tuesdays @ 2pm on Zoom 
Rev. Bill Hale, former grief support person for Odyssey 

Hospice in Michigan, facilitates the group. Please contact 
Rev. Bill at bhale@saintj.com for more information. This 
group is open to all, not just St. James’ folks.  Zoom links 

for all virtual gatherings can be found on our website 
under “Upcoming Events" 

LEARNING 
Focus On Faith Saturdays @ 10am.  
Do you have questions about the church, God, faith?  Would you benefit from hearing about other's faith journey and 
experience?  Are you looking for a place to drop-in to talk about spirituality?  Join with others and Rev. Bill for this on-
going gathering.  Questions?  Email Bill at bhale@saintj.com for details. Access the Zoom link here. 
 
Bible Studies  
Monday 11:00am. Join with others to catch up and wrestle with some of the sacred texts of the Bible.  We meet 
every Monday on zoom.  Everyone is welcome.  Email lori@saintj.com or find the zoom link on the home page of our 
website. 

Wednesday 11:00am. Bible Study at 11:00am via Zoom.  Using videos for discussion, we engage in thoughtful 
conversation about scripture.  Email lori@saintj.com or check our website for the zoom link. 
 
Audio Sermons and Online Resources 
Zoom links for all of our offerings can be found on our website, saintj.com. Look for the calendar of events on the 
right side of our home page.  If something is not listed, email the leader and they will make sure you have what you 
need.  Sunday's service and sermons are also online. Go to our website for online worship resources.  Like us 
on Facebook and Instagram! We also have a YouTube page, and a Twitter feed. 
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Notice of the Budget and Annual Meetings 2023 
By Diocesan canons and the bylaws of the Church, an annual meeting is required to be held each year.  It is the practice 
of St. James’ to hold an annual meeting on the third Sunday of January, with a parish-wide budget meeting the Sunday 
prior. 

Budget Meeting 

The annual budget meeting is taking place on Sunday, January 15 at 9:15 in the Education Room.  This important 
meeting allows everyone a look at our income and expenses and the opportunity to ask any questions.  Grab a cup of 
coffee and join us! 

Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting takes place on Sunday, January 22. 

8:30-9:15 am:  Enjoy coffee and snacks with your fellow parishioners in the Parish Hall 

9:15-10:15 am:  Our business meeting will include the approval of past minutes, introduction of vestry members and the 
new Senior Warden, reports from the Treasurer and Endowment Chair, the retiring Senior Warden’s address and 
elections for vestry and convention delegates. 

10:15-10:30 am:  We will prepare for worship by singing some of our favorite hymns. 

10:30-11:45 am:  Service of Holy Communion with the Rector’s address as part of the sermon and the annual picture 
slideshow to wrap up the day. 

St James’ Financial Report 

Fund Balances 11/30/2021 11/30/2022 
Operating Fund $80,659.23 $53,698.69 
Building Fund $66,309.85 $95,129.07 

   
Pledges Budgeted $325,682.50 $338,048.34 

Pledges Paid $328,203.05 $335,321.77 
Unpledged Contributions $16,463.40 $16,402.97 
Other Operating Income $3,059.48 $13,891.12 

   
YTD Total Operating Income $347,725.93 $365,615.86 

   
YTD Total Operating 

Expenses $324,350.29 $361,123.98 
   

Income less Expenses $23,375.64 $4,491.88 
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December Vestry Highlights 
by Meg Amouroux, Jr. Warden 

 
Your vestry met on Thursday, December 15. We 
continue to meet in a "hybrid" format, with most 
folks gathering in person in the Education Room, 
and others joining remotely via Zoom. 
 
We began to gather at 6:30pm to share personal 
God moments. Rev. Lori opened the meeting at 
7pm and began with an opening prayer. 
 
November vestry meeting minutes, and the staff 
and ministry reports, were reviewed and 
approved.  Financial reports for November were 
also reviewed and approved.   An email vote from 
earlier in the month, which approved funds from 
the Deaf Ministry special interest fund for New 
Horizons for Children and the Don Jones 
Foundation / AFTC (Association of Families, 
Teachers, and Counselors), was recorded into the 
minutes.  Oral communications included 
suggestions of additional local charitable groups for 
McCutcheon Concert proceeds. The sending of 
proceeds to an additional group or groups would 
be in addition to the already-advertised recipient of 
Abode Services.  
 
Greg Miller shared an overview instruction of the 
new internal intercom system, which was provided 
and installed by the Disaster Preparedness and 
Response Team.  
 
A motion was made for funds from Maintenance & 
Repair (Operating Fund), for furnace maintenance 
on the five furnaces on campus. The motion 
passed.  

Vestry Discussions: 
• We continued brainstorming potential new 

vestry members. We will be electing up to 4 
new vestry members at the Annual 
Meeting, which is to be held on Sunday, 
January 22, 2023. 

• A large portion of our meeting was given 
over to our discussion of the 2023 budget, 
which is well under way. (The budget will be 
approved by the vestry at the January 2023 
vestry meeting, and presented to the parish 
on Sunday, January 15.) Treasurer Bruce 
Roberts presented the most recent view of 
the 2023 budget, with the most recent 
pledge numbers included. We looked at 
projections of what our final pledge 
numbers might be. Mike Scrutton had 
prepared and forwarded a set of graphs to 
show the pledging units and how we are 
comparing to last year. Discussion also 
included the budget presentation itself, and 
how to engage as many people as possible.  

 
The meeting adjourned, and Meg closed the 
meeting with Compline.  The next Vestry meeting 
will be held on January 12, a week earlier than 
usual, to make room on the calendar for the 
budget presentation and annual meeting later in 
the month.  The vestry will continue with our 
hybrid meeting format, with members attending 
both in-person in the Education Room and 
remotely via Zoom.
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Women of the Hebrew Testament 

Wednesday Bible Study 

 
The Wednesday Bible Study Group will be starting a new series, “Women of the Hebrew Testament”.  This series will 
include a video and discussion, covering women from Eve to Lady Wisdom.  You can see the videos at 
https://www.thehiveapiary.com/women-of-the-hebrew-testament. 

The study will go from January 4 – March 15.  Wednesdays at 11:00am via Zoom. 

The zoom link can be found on our website or by emailing Reverend Lori at lori@saintj.com. 
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Vestry Voices: Expressions of Love @ St. James’ 
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LIVE IN CONCERT 

 

World-Renowned, Grammy-Nominated 
Folk Singer/Songwriter 

John McCutcheon 
Monday, January 16, 2023, 7:30 P.M. 

One Night Only 
St. James’ Episcopal Church 

(37051 Cabrillo Terrace at Thornton Ave., Fremont) 
 

Suggested Donation: 
$30 Adult, $15 Child (12 & under) 
MasterCard, Visa, Cash or Check 

 
For tickets: 510-797-1492, ext. 203, or 

email events@saintj.com 
or purchase online 

http://www.saintj.com/mccutcheon 

Masks are required 
COVID 

vaccination/boosters 
strongly recommended 

 
A portion of the proceeds from 
this concert will be donated to 
ABODE Services working to 

end homelessness 
 

For more on John McCutcheon, 
go to www.folkmusic.com 
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NEWS FOR JANUARY 

 

St. James' Prayer List 
 

Most Holy God we pray: 
 
  

 
 

01/01 Esther Maina (Wothaya) 
01/02 Chelsea Drescher 
01/05 Laura Winter 
01/06 Tom Blalock 
01/10 Christopher Jones  

Caylyn Ramsamy 
01/13 Katie Cunningham 
01/14 Richard Kostick 
01/15 Avis Gonzales 
01/17 Serafina Singh 
01/19 Frankie McLeod  

Katie Porter 
01/20 Stephanie Casas  

Bud Ekren 
01/22 Lily Davis 
01/25 Lori Walton 
01/26 Byron Bader 
01/28 Maggie Shalar 
01/29 Olivia Carini  

Rebekka Murray 
01/31 Keira Westra 

 

 
01/25 George Siegmann III & Penelope Siegmann 

 

For Those in the Military 

Jarrod, Megan, Erica, Theresa, Mark, Tim, Louis, Caitlin, 
Emily, Robin, Adam, Dave, Shawn, Ethan, Paul, 
Matthew, Johnny, Johnathan, Darren, Robert 

For Healthcare Workers and Chaplains 

Evelyn, Jeff, Brian, Josephine, Mary, Polly, Alice, 
Bozena, Angela, Darcia, Mary, Tammy, Mana, Natalie, 
Dr. Johnathan, Megan, Gerald, Amber 

For Teachers, Principals, School Staff 

Jennifer, Monique, Toni, Jill, Sherea, Esther, Peter, 
Vivienne, Margaret, Stephanie, Tim, Jason, Jeannie, and 
those in our families and communities named in our 
hearts. 

For Those Who Need Comfort, Strength, and Guidance 

Derek, Jackie, Carolyn, Jan, Bette & Robin, Sue, Richard, 
Sally, Maggie, Mich 

For Those Expecting Children 

Will and Veronica 

For Those Who Need Healing 

Ron, Julie, Gail, Craig, Linda, Diane, Barry, Bud, David, 
Pat, Debbie, John, Bud, Margaret, Jamie, Jo, Robbi, 
Katie, Dawn, Pete 

For Those Who Have Passed Away 

John, Rich, Jessica 

 

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” list, please call 
or email the Church Office.  After six weeks, names are 
removed from the list.  Please renew your request as 
needed.   Thank you. 
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WORSHIP TIMES 
Sunday Services: 

In-Person at 8 AM and 10:30 AM 
Live-streamed at 10:30 AM, recording available to view 

thereafter. 
  

Wednesday Service: 10 AM on Zoom 
  

Morning Prayer: 8-8:30 AM 
Monday-Friday via Zoom.  Contact bhale@saintj.com for 

the link 
 

STAFF 
The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector  lori@saintj.com 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Hale, Assisting Priest bhale@saintj.com 
Jan Scrutton, Children and Youth Minister 

jan@saintj.com 

Ron Cook, Office Administrator admin@saintj.com 
Jennifer Ravera, Music Director music@saintj.com 

Bruce Roberts, Treasurer treasurer@saintj.com 
  
 

VESTRY 

Senior Warden srwarden@saintj.com 
Jim McConnell 

 
Junior Warden jrwarden@saintj.com 

Meg Amouroux 
 

Bob Bynum 
Nancy Castaneda 

Samir Kalitta 
Mary Frances Leopold 

Peter Maina 
Greg Miller 

Sally Morgan 
Beverly Mosier 

Vivienne Paratore 
 

Vestry Clerk: Elizabeth Hart 

OTHER IMPORTANT COORDINATORS 
  

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors:  
George Siegmann 

Eucharistic Visitors: The Rev. Lori Walton 
Altar Guild: Katie Cunningham 

Ushers: Burtin Hart 
Facilities: facilities@saintj.com 

Convention Delegates 

Email our delegates at: stjdeanery@saintj.com  
Greg Miller | Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

Jim McConnell | Ken Trant | Scott Whitaker 
Alternate to Convention 

Sally Morgan 

The Window  Staff 

Janet Fischer | Laura Winter 

Article submission: newsletter@saintj.com 

 

Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 

MAIL TO: PO Box 457 
Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

http://saintj.com  
Tel: (510) 797-1492 

Office Hours 
Wednesdays & Thursdays 

10 AM to 1 PM 


