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December 2022 

One of the saddest things I used 
to hear was the complaint about 
how stressful the Christmas 
season is— “I’ll be glad when 
Christmas is over!” So often, 
what is proclaimed as “The most 
wonderful time of the year!” --
actually creates its own 
unrealistic expectations; instead 
of being joyful, we can be left 
exhausted and depressed. 
 
Let me suggest that we can have 

a different experience this December. Ignore the false 
advertising of what the marketplace calls the “Christmas 
season.” Remember instead that most of this month is for 
us the season of Advent.  In Advent, we recall the 
longing and expectation that God will act to draw us 
closer and to provide hope through the promise of a long-
awaited Redeemer—literally, One who will buy our 
freedom from whatever enslaves us and set us free to live 
a new life in God. 
 
Advent is a time where we can breathe in the Spirit and 
take stock of our lives. Too often, the hectic journey of 
our life resembles a California interstate: we speed past 
so much because driving the speed limit feels unsafe, 
only to slam on the brakes because some tie-up obstructs 
us and we are trapped, watching the clock to see whether 
we can arrive on time. Advent offers a rest stop where 
we can leave the driver’s seat, stretch our intellectual and 
spiritual legs, reacquire our bearings, and re-center 
ourselves.  After all, there is more to life’s journey than 
joining the rat race.  Only when we “pull over” and get 
away from the traffic in our lives can we remember that 
we are beloved in God’s heart. 
 
As we prepare our homes for the Celebration of Christ’s 
birth, be sure to remember that we humans are the real 
recipients of the greatest gift of all: the coming of Jesus 

Christ among us, as one of us, showing us God’s love in 
the flesh.  To take that in requires time and deliberate, 
mindful focus--which only happens when we put our 
other tasks aside and make a space where we can see, not 
just the Big Picture, but also our place within it. To 
remember again who we are in relation to God should be 
our priority at this time.  Advent can be that time when 
we take time to breathe in the breath of the Spirit and to 
ready our hearts and minds once again to celebrate the 
Great Gift. 
 
Our spiritual journey is marked by making choices—
encountering the various forks in the road we travel, if 
you will.  We make those choices all the time, though 
often without recognizing that we are actually making a 
choice. As we finish our Thanksgiving celebration, do we 
rush off to Black Friday (even if online), or do we take a 
little more time to relish and appreciate those we love 
who make us thankful?  And what about the One to 
Whom we are ultimately thankful for all the blessings we 
enjoy? 
 
Moving past the big holiday weekend, we come to 
another fork in the road.  Do we plunge into the so-called 
“Christmas season,” which promises much but delivers so 
little?  Or perhaps we will decide this year to enjoy a 
different December, switching to a lower gear but with 
more of an inner focus, intent on reflection rather than 
activity, choosing to listen to what God may be saying to 
us rather than trying to be heard among the throng 
outside?   
 
If we choose the path of Advent, may we receive the 
comfort of the Spirit, and may we experience an entirely 
new sense of inner peace when Christmas actually 
arrives! 
 
Have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas, 

~Bill+ 

Choose the Path of Advent 

http://www.saintj.com/


The Window  December 2022                                                  2  

 

Advent & Christmas 
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 Upcoming Events & Opportunities 

Hearing Scripture Anew for Advent 
 

Please join us for a four-week exploration of Advent using the readings from A 
Women’s Lectionary For The Whole Church which we will use on Sundays this 

season. Starting on Tuesday, November 29th at 7:00 PM and continuing weekly 
through December 20th, we will meet on Zoom to explore the themes and message 

of God’s promises and the people -- especially women -- who helped in their 
fulfillment to discern how our stories intersect with theirs as those promises continue 
to find fulfilment in our lives. Rev Bill will provide each week’s materials in advance 
that we may together “hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest” these stories from 

a new perspective. For more information, please contact Bill at bhale@saintj.com.  
Zoom link HERE. 

2022 HOLIDAY POINSETTIAS  
The Holiday season is upon us and soon St. James’ Church will be 
decorated with holiday greenery and lovely Poinsettias. You can help 
provide a Poinsettia plant or plants,  in Memory of, or in Thanksgiving 
for, a loved one. 
 
A sign up sheet for the Poinsettias will be posted again at the entrance of 
both churches and inside the Parish Hall.   The names of the donors and 
the reason for the donations will be placed in the Christmas bulletin.  The 
cut off date for names to be added to the Christmas bulletin is 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022.   
 
The suggested donation for each plant is $10.00.  There will be envelopes 
located by the sign up sheets that can be used for your donation or you 
may use your pledge envelopes. These envelopes can be dropped into the 
Collection Plates or inside the office.  Please write on the front of your 
envelope and on the check memo line “Poinsettia Fund.”   
 
We look forward to celebrating Christmas this year at St. James’.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Katie Cunningham or Ruth Poole. 

Advent Family Evening - Sunday, December 4th, 5-7 PM 
 
Everyone is welcome to join this evening where we celebrate the waiting and 
anticipation of Advent. The evening includes a short service, an early playing 
of Christmas music and an opportunity for each household to make the angels, 
shepherds, and sheep for their own nativity scene. We will also share dinner 
together. 
 
You can sign up (to help with planning) on the sheet in the parish hall or ONLINE. If you might be able to 
help Jan with the dinner portion of the evening (setting up, cooking, and clearing away) please email her at 
jan@saintj.com. 

mailto:bhale@saintj.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81997222298?pwd=QTNOZmJ6eFUxWXViQm9zZ09IN3ZUUT09#success
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfr1RBiRVa6AI0KJdo5_aQ_39Jdp-nhWczdqZ7YajJhwXSDrw/viewform
mailto:jan@saintj.com
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WORSHIP 

 

Worship At Church 
We offer two services on 
Sunday morning at 8am 
and 10:30am. Coffee and 
light snacks following each 
service.  
 
Sunday Morning Service 
Live Stream 

If you cannot attend church in person, you can join 
our 10:30am service live-streamed on Sundays 
at saintj.com. The service can be joined at any 
time on Sunday from 10:30am or watched during 
the week on our YouTube channel.  
 
Wednesday 10:00am Service 
Celebrate the Liturgy of the Word with prayers 
and sermon discussion in real time on Zoom. Join 
us!  Email Rev. Bill at bhale@saintj.com.  Link 
can also be found under "Upcoming Events" on 
the right side of our website. 
 
Morning Prayer 8-8:30am. Monday-Friday 
Join Rev. Bill for Morning Prayer via Zoom. 
Contact bhale@saintj.com for the link. Open to 
all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ways We Are Church Together 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

Thursday 12:00pm Home Alone Group on 
Zoom 
For those who are living alone, meet us on Zoom 
Thursdays during lunchtime to say hello.  Email 
Rev. Bill at bhale@saintj.com for more 
information.  

Grief Support Group Tuesdays @ 2pm on 
Zoom 
Rev. Bill Hale, former grief support person for 
Odyssey Hospice in Michigan, facilitates the 
group. Please contact Rev. Bill at 
bhale@saintj.com for more information. This 
group is open to all, not just St. James’ folks. 
 

LEARNING 
 

Focus On Faith Saturdays @ 10am.  

Do you have questions about the church, God, 

faith?  Would you benefit from hearing about 

other's faith journey and experience?  Are you 

looking for a place to drop-in to talk about 

spirituality?  Join with others and Rev. Bill for this 

on-going gathering.  Questions?  Email Bill at 

bhale@saintj.com for details. Access the Zoom 

link here. 

Bible Studies  
Monday 11:00am. Join with others to catch up 
and wrestle with some of the sacred texts of the 
Bible.  We meet every Monday on 
zoom.  Everyone is welcome.  Email 
lori@saintj.com or find the zoom link on the home 
page of our website. 

Wednesday 11:00am. Bible Study at 11:00am, 
also via Zoom.  Rev. Lori will send out a link to a 
short video and discussion questions.  Email 
lori@saintj.com to be added to this list as well. 

Audio Sermons and Online Resources 
Zoom links for all of our offerings can be found on our website, saintj.com. Look for the calendar of 
events on the right side of our home page.  If something is not listed, email the leader and they will 
make sure you have what you need.  Sunday's service and sermons are also online. Go to our website 
for online worship resources.  Like us on Facebook and Instagram! We also have a YouTube page, 
and a Twitter feed. 

http://saintj.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoYqirUDd6E-et98hXgIlkQ
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/event/focus-on-faith-gathering/?instance_id=60534
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:lori@saintj.com
http://saintj.com/
https://saintj.com/wp/worship/online-worship/additional-online-worship-resources/
https://www.facebook.com/StJamesEpiscopalFremontCA/
https://www.instagram.com/stjamesfremontca/
https://www.youtube.com/c/StJamesEpiscopalChurchFremontCA
https://twitter.com/StJamesCA


                        5 The Window  December 2022 

 

Listening Sessions - Search for our Next Bishop 
To be held in each Deanery of the Diocese 

  
The Search and Transition Committee seeking the Ninth Bishop of California 
has announced a series of listening sessions. These sessions will take place 
throughout the Diocese and will also be accessible via zoom. To learn more 
about these sessions, check out the Search Process website. 
 
While you can attend any of the sessions, the Southern Alameda Deanery's 
session is scheduled for Wednesday, December 7th, from 7 - 9 PM hosted by 
St. Clare's, Pleasanton. If you would like to join the car pool from St. 
James' (leaving approximately 6:10 PM), please sign up using this FORM or in 
the Parish Hall. Any questions? Email Jan Scrutton. 

Would you like to use your time and talent to help with 
the McCutcheon Concert? 

 
Our next in-person John McCutcheon Concert is on Monday, January 16, 2023.  (See page 6.) The 
McCutcheon Team needs your help to sell tickets in the Parish Hall on Sundays after the 8am service and 
after the 10:30am service starting December 4. If you can help, please contact Meg Amouroux or Sylvia Ma.  
 
 We also need prize donations for the prize drawing on the day of the concert. Please contact Elaine 

Miller if you have something to donate. 
 If you could help cook for the Crew Dinner, please contact Linda or Dave Nelsen.  
 If you could bake chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookies, please contact Sylvia Ma. 
 
Thank you. We appreciate your support! 
Sylvia Ma and the McCutcheon Team (email: events@saintj.com)   

The Newsletter Needs YOU! 
 
Do you enjoy reading about news of what is happening at church? Words of wisdom from Lori, Bill, vestry 
members and others?  Do you like seeing when friends’ birthdays are?  And seeing pictures of events at St. 
James’ such as VBS, Easter and Christmas services? 
 
All these appear in the monthly newsletter, and the church needs help to keep it going.  Janet Fischer has 
been our editor for many years, assembling the monthly issues for us to read.  She moved to Vancouver, 
WA, in March, and needs to retire from doing this work to fully become a member of her new church.  Janet 
will provide a template to use and some basic instructions.  (The newsletter is currently created using 
Publisher, but can easily be transitioned to a Word format.) 
 
Are you able to give a few hours a month to assemble the newsletter?  Do you know someone who can?   It 
means putting together what other people write into a file that can be attached to the website.  I t does not 
mean writing the articles!  One or two people need to offer their talents and time, or the newsletter will go 
away.  These stories and pictures will not be available to the congregation.  If you want to see our newsletter, 
in publication for many, many years, continue, please talk with Laura Winter or Rev. Lori about this 
important ministry. 

https://diocalbishopsearch.org/2022/10/25/diocesan-listening-sessions-announced/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScaufTbUaF4RWWVzc24QwLHH3MpYQ41ZgVSYt9IqN0tvku80Q/viewform
mailto:jan@saintj.com
mailto:events@saintj.com


The Window  December 2022                                                  6  

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Monday  

and John McCutcheon 

After all these years St. James’ parishioners have come to expect John 
McCutcheon to appear in concert on that day, right? Well, he did not appear 
on that Monday in 2021 and 2022 due to the evil Covid. But, Heeeee’s 
Baaaack! And we are so happy to have him play and sing at St. James’. We 
miss his musicianship, his singing, and his enthusiasm. For those of you who 
do not know John, or those of you who may have forgotten, let me explain. 
 
Besides being the only folk singer/songwriter to have a website entitled 
www.folkmusic.com, he really embodies the genre of folk music. His songs 
reflect real life, his tunes are his own, and his playing is, well…masterful. 
Although he does perform songs penned by others, the best and most fun 

songs are his own. During the pandemic he wrote and wrote, producing two CDs, “Cabin Fever” and 
“Bucket List.” And just arriving - “Leap,” a brand-new CD, his 43rd.  
 
At the concert’s intermission John leaves a basket on stage for the audience to request favorite songs. 
Many requested fan favorites happen to be sing-alongs because the audience knows them almost as well as 
John does. Be prepared for lots of new, original songs as well as old favorites. Those favorites he plays on 
a myriad of instruments, usually six or so that he brings with him: guitar, 12-string guitar, banjo, fiddle, 
hammer dulcimer, autoharp, and he plays St. James’ piano as well.  
 
His song introductions make them even more interesting. He loves baseball; “Sermon on the Mound” is a 
whole album of baseball songs and he tells baseball stories. John has recorded the story of an electrician 
meeting Paul Robeson at the Sydney, Opera House. What about the story of Vedran Smailovic, the cellist 
of Sarajevo? Both stories make one emotional. He tells about the computer with the built-in printer to 
preface another song. And then there is the story of when he was robbed followed by the song “Forgive 
Us.” Songs and stories by the world-renowned, Grammy-nominated John McCutcheon! 
 
For a music and fun-filled time just come over to St. James’ in Fremont, John’s only South Bay Concert, 
for a genuinely great evening. For lots more on John McCutcheon go to www.folkmusic.com  
 
Get your tickets now and get in the door early to get a good seat. Just so you know, masks are required. 
Tickets will be available in the Parish Hall after Services starting 
December 4. 
 
A portion of the proceeds will go to Abode Services, working to end 
homelessness in the Bay Area. 
 
Monday, January 16, 2023, 7:30 PM, Doors open at 7 PM  
St. James’ Episcopal Church 
37051 Cabrillo Terrace at Thornton Ave., Fremont 
 
Suggested donation $30 for adults and $15 for children 
Call (510) 797-1492, ext. 203 for tickets 
Or 
Email events@saintj.com 
Or 
Purchase tickets online at http://saintj.com/mccutcheon 
 

http://www.folkmusic.com
mailto:events@saintj.com
http://saintj.com/mccutcheon
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Three Gratitudes 
 —Carrie Newcomer 

Every night before I go to sleep 
I say out loud 

Three things that I’m grateful for, 

All the significant, insignificant 
Extraordinary, ordinary stuff of my life. 

It’s a small practice and humble, 

And yet, I find I sleep better 
Holding what lightens and softens my life 
Ever so briefly at the end of the day. 
Sunlight, and blueberries, 
Good dogs and wool socks, 
A fine rain, 
A good friend, 
Fresh basil and wild phlox, 

My father’s good health, 

My daughter’s new job, 

The song that always makes me cry, 
Always at the same part, 
No matter how many times I hear it. 
Decent coffee at the airport, 
And your quiet breathing, 
The stories you told me, 
The frost patterns on the windows, 
English horns and banjos, 
Wood Thrush and June bugs, 
The smooth glassy calm of the morning pond, 
An old coat, 
A new poem, 
My library card, 
And that my car keeps running 
Despite all the miles. 
And after three things, 
More often than not, 
I get on a roll and I just keep on going, 
I keep naming and listing, 
 
Until I lie grinning, 
Blankets pulled up to my chin, 
Awash with wonder 
At the sweetness of it all. 
 
“Three Gratitudes” is excerpted from Carrie Newcomer’s 
book, A Permeable Life: Poetry and Essays and reprinted 
in The Window with permission. Submitted by Brian 
Cochran. 

What is Coming this 
Advent? 

Reflection by Brian Cochran 
 
The word Advent means something like “what is to 
come” in Latin. So what are we looking forward to 
in Advent? Of course we look forward to 
remembering the birth of Jesus, but how? 
 
As Godly Play says, “The church learned a long time 
ago that it needed four full weeks to get ready for a 
mystery as great as Christmas.” Otherwise in all the 
rush we will miss the mystery. 
 
So what will you do this Advent? Do you have 
rituals or traditions to help you slow down and 
prepare? 
 
Two good ones that the church uses are the Advent 
wreath and the Nativity set. Two other good ones are 
Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2. 
 
The Advent wreath shows us that this is the season 
when Light came into the world. 
 
The Nativity set shows us that we are all on a 
journey to Bethlehem, humans and animals alike. 
 
Matthew shows us Joseph’s struggle and Luke 
shows us Mary’s. 
 
I encourage you to slow down this Advent, to join 
the prophets, the Holy Family, the shepherds and 
their sheep, the magi, and all the rest to enter this 
journey to Bethlehem, which in Hebrew means 
“house of bread.” 
 

https://onbeing.org/author/carrie-newcomer/
https://www.amazon.com/Permeable-Life-Poems-Essays/dp/0615902758
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Our bishop, Marc Andrus, announced his plan to retire as bishop of the Diocese of California.  The process to 
find his replacement takes a couple years, just like a church's efforts to hire a new rector.  The Diocese will 
establish a Search Committee, they will create a profile, accept applications, interview potential candidates, 
and plan to call a new bishop early in 2023, with a start date of May 2024.  Your prayers for all involved in 
this transitional time is requested and appreciated. 
 
A Prayer for Transition 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift, by your grace you have called us into one fellowship of faith: Look 
graciously on the people of the Diocese of California during this time of transition. May we be guided in 
heart and mind by your Holy Spirit to seek and welcome a faithful pastor who will care for your people and 
equip us to perform the work of the Church. Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask 
what you would have us do. Save us from all false choices, that in your light we may see light, and on your 
path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Financial Summary for October, 2022 

Fund Balances 10/31/2021 10/31/2022

Operating Fund $50,696.60 $18,683.92

Building Fund $66,309.21 $96,745.66

Pledges Budgeted  $296,075.00 $307,316.67

Pledges Paid $283,559.36 $276,833.55

Unpledged Contributions $14,762.13 $10,937.97

Other Operating Income $2,773.24 $12,661.22

YTD Total Operating Income $301,094.73 $300,432.74

YTD Total Operating Expenses $299,989.65 $331,144.83

Income less Expenses $1,105.08 ($30,712.09)
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Children & Youth Ministries 

Check current events at: https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/   
 
Sunday School, for children in TK- 6th grade, meets weekly during the 10:30AM service. The children gather 
outside and head to the Sunday School classroom when the service begins and return to church during the 
Peace to participate in the Eucharist with their families.  
 
A registration form for all under 18’s which includes a media release and opportunity to share any relevant 
information can be found HERE. This is for the 2022-23 school year and all families are encouraged to 
complete it as the new school year begins. 
 
Episcopal Youth Fremont is a youth group for 6th – 12th graders based at St. James’ which meets during the 
school year.  Any questions about our programs for children or youth? Email our Children & Youth Minister 
Jan Scrutton at jan@saintj.com. 

Halloween @ St. James’ 
 
 
 
 

https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/
https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/media-release/
mailto:jan@saintj.com
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Vestry Voices: Expressions of Love @ St. James’ 

 

This month’s reflections are from 
Vivienne Paratore 
 
While we know that Gods’ love 
surrounds us all the time, there 
are places and situations where 

His love overwhelms us and gratitude floods our 
hearts. 
 
Those situations are often outside for me; a 
sunset over the bay, dawn over the Grand 
Canyon, rays of light coming through the 
clouds, a waterfall, walking beneath huge 
redwood trees or the night sky.  Other times are 
often at Saint James’: memorial services for our 
beloved parishioners, baptisms, 8:00 a.m. 
service in an old and sacred place where so 
many have worshipped before us, the families at 
the 10:30 service, sermons that speak directly to 
me, the greeting at the peace, the greeting of 
visitors, Sunday school participation, and so 
many other times.  I feel the deepest sense of 
gratitude for the presence of my Christian 
family; there are so many folks whom I revere, 
admire and trust because I see and feel God’s 
love pouring out of them.   
 
My family first came to Saint James’ on an 
Easter morning after a year of church shopping.  
After leaving Saint Anne’s because of a lack of 
empathy shown to our deaf son in Sunday 
school, we looked for a signing church and 
attended several but did not feel comfortable 
with the liturgy.  One Easter, my friend Vickie 
Baker persuaded us to try out Saint James and 
when we entered the church, we felt at home.  
We saw many familiar faces and felt a warm 
atmosphere, our search was over and we have 
never looked back. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank all of the 
role models, friends old and new and the staff at 
Saint James’ for being the manifest expression 
of God’s love in the world and for showing me 
the way to have a deeper relationship with Jesus 
by allowing the holy spirit to be active in my 
life. 

December can be a very stressful month for many 

people, or a sad time when the loss of loved ones 
is felt more poignantly.  However, it is also a time 

when we see revisit God’s love entering the world 

through the birth of Jesus.  If you are having a 
hard time with the Advent season, please reach 

out to me or someone else at Saint James’ so that 

we can help you through this time.   

The expression of God’s love at Saint James’ 
takes a tangible form and we are happy to be of 

service. 

Important Survey for 
Every Household for 

Vital+Thriving 
 
As part of our work with the Diocesan 
program, Vital + Thriving, we are gathering 
data from every household. 
 
You can read about Vital + Thriving in the 
November Window. 
 
Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey 
for your household. 
 
It will only take a few minutes.  
We are asking for 100% participation. 
 
Thank You! 

https://saintj.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/2022-11-window.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FQT3LBZ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FQT3LBZ
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Vestry Meeting Highlights 
Submitted by Meg Amouroux, Jr. Warden  

 Your vestry met on Thursday, November 17. Sally Morgan led opening prayer.  We continue to meet in a 
"hybrid" format, with most folks gathering in person in the Education Room, and others joining remotely 
via Zoom. 
 
We began to gather at 6:30pm to share God moments, and Rev. Lori opened the meeting at 7pm. 
 
October vestry meeting minutes, and the staff and ministry reports, were reviewed and approved.  
Financial reports for October were also reviewed and approved.   An email vote from late October, which 
approved funds from the Building Fund to cover costs for emergency plumbing needs, was recorded into 
the minutes.     
 
Vestry Updates:   
 The carolers we had hoped to hire for our Christmas Eve service were sadly booked already, so we 

will be hiring a different set of vocalists.  
 McCutcheon Concert & Raffle ticket sales will begin on Sunday mornings on Dec. 4th and will 

continue each Sunday (except for Christmas Day) through January 15th. The show is scheduled for 
Monday evening, January 16. Tickets have already been sold through our online vendor, Eventbrite!   

 Every household is encouraged to complete the brief (and easy) survey for the Vital + Thriving 
congregational development program. Links to the survey can be found in the recent Thursday and 
Saturday emails, and hard copies are available for those requiring a paper copy to complete. (See Rev. 
Lori for a printed version, if needed). 

 
Vestry Discussions: 
 While the Social Justice Task Force is continuing with the development of a message board to be 

displayed outdoors, we continued discussion as to its appearance, how to inform and educate the 
parish on the various icons’ meanings contained on the boards, and possible timelines for its display.   

 We began brainstorming potential new vestry members and got a first look at the 2023 draft budget.  
 With the process in motion to select a new bishop for the diocese, the vestry was asked to review 

some questions which will help build the Diocesan Profile.  The vestry’s comments and replies will be 
collected and forwarded to the Search Committee. 

 
The meeting adjourned, and Sally closed the meeting with Compline.  The next Vestry meeting will be 
held on December 15.  We will continue our hybrid meeting format, with members attending both in-
person and remotely, via Zoom. 
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No anniversaries to report this month! 

News For December 

St. James'           
Prayer List  

 
Most Holy God we pray: 

For Those in the Military 

Jarrod, Megan, Erica, Theresa, Mark, Tim, Louis, 
Caitlin, Emily, Robin, Adam, Dave, Shawn, Ethan, 
Paul, Matthew, Johnny, Johnathan, Darren, Robert 

For Healthcare Workers and Chaplains 

Evelyn, Jeff, Brian, Josephine, Mary, Polly, Alice, 
Bozena, Angela, Darcia, Mary, Tammy, Mana, 
Natalie, Dr. Johnathan, Megan, Gerald, Amber 

For Teachers, Principals, School Staff 

Jennifer, Monique, Toni, Jill, Sherea, Esther, Peter, 
Vivienne, Margaret, Stephanie, Tim, Jason, 
Jeannie, and those in our families and communities 
named in our hearts. 

For Those Who Need Comfort, Strength, and 
Guidance 

Derek, Jackie, Carolyn, Jan, Bette & Robin, Sue, 
Richard, Sally 

For Safe Travels 

Marlene 

For Those Who Need Healing 

Ron, Julie, Gail, Craig, Linda, Diane, Barry, Bud, 
David, Pat, Deepak, Rose, Debbie, John, Cherie, 
Carol, Bud, Margaret, Jamie, Jo, Robbi, Katie 

For Those Who Have Passed Away 

Elizabeth, Miles, Bill, Mike 

 
 

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” list, 
please call or email the Church Office.  After six 
weeks, names are removed from the list.  Please 
renew your request as needed.   Thank you. 

12/01 Cassandra Locher

12/02 John Kimber

12/04 Rose Hoffman

Alex Locher

12/06 Paul Svenson

12/11 Mary Frances Leopold

12/15 Mel Mallory

12/17 Malorie Guzior

12/18 John Butterfield

Elaine Vallecillo-Miller

12/19 Donald Razzolini

12/20 Sylvia Ma

12/21 Jill Buono

12/22 Karen Koonze

Bud Spalding Jr.

12/25 Elijah Nance

12/26 Michel Salim
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The next issue of The Window is in January. We 
welcome your comments, essays, poems, photos, 
book reviews, newsworthy items, and any group 
activity information.  
 
Email your submission to newsletter@saintj.com  

by:  December 15th 

Always @ St. James’ 

Blessing Bags for 
Distribution 

Let us remember those who have no shelter. Our 
Blessing Bags are available for you to give away. 
Each bag contains toiletries, water, food, socks, and 
a mask. We're using reusable cloth bags that can 
also serve as a backpack.  
 
Please note we are not 
taking donations 
other than monetary 
donations. This allows 
us to purchase what 
we need and to be 
consistent with what 
we are offering.  
Blessing Bags are 
available for you to 
pick up during office 
hours, Wednesdays & Thursdays between 10:00 
AM and 1:00 PM in the office hallway.  
 
Gift Cards Help! 
Occasionally we have people visit church to ask for 
assistance. It is helpful to have gift cards we can 
give out with blessing bags when appropriate. If 
you’d like to donate a card for us to give out we ask 
for $25 cards for gas, Safeway, Target, Walmart, or 
Lucky’s. They can be given to the wardens, clergy, 
or put in the office. Thank you. 

Calendar 
Access the church calendar for December here. 

Chair Exercise Class on Zoom 
 
Please join Sylvia Ma for a weekly Zoom class on 
chair exercises on Breathing/Qi Gong and Tai Chi/
Hsing I movements. No experience is necessary. 
Sessions held Tuesday mornings from 10:00 to 
11:00 AM. Please spread the word. All are welcome. 
If you are interested, email Sylvia at  
hsiehtinghsueh@yahoo.com and she will send you 
the link. The link will also be found on the calendar at 
St James’ website https://saintj.com.  

Updated COVID Protocols  
A reminder that our protocols updated in November. 
In summary, the following are in effect: 
 
 Masks will still be strongly recommended, but not 

required. 
 Those serving at the altar, as ushers, and as 

hospitality hosts will still wear masks. 
 Vaccination status will not be verified, though we 

strongly recommend the most recent boosters, and 
request people are vaccinated. 

 The churches will still be ventilated but can be 
modified to accommodate the weather. 

 The choir will return to offer anthems and musical 
leadership. 

 Holy water will be returned to the fonts located at 
each entry. 

 Coffee hours will be both inside and outside for 
folks to choose where they’d like to sit. 

 Wine will be offered by intinction (dipping the 
host into the wine), with the clergy intincting the 
host for the communicant. 

 
For further details, please see Rev. Lori Walton's 
pastoral letter of October 11. 

Sign up for news from the 
Diocese! 

 
DioCal, the Diocese of California, publishes a 
weekly newsletter via email which you can receive 
by signing up HERE. The web site for the diocese 
is https://www.diocal.org/. 
 

mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/about-us/events/action~month/exact_date~1669881600/request_format~html/
mailto:hsiehtinghsueh@yahoo.com
https://saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/covid19-update-november-2022/
https://mailchi.mp/diocal/signup
https://www.diocal.org/
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Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 
MAIL TO: PO Box 457 
Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

 
http://saintj.com  

Tel: (510) 797-1492 
 

Office Hours 
Wednesdays & Thursdays 

10 AM to 1 PM 
 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Sunday Services: 

In-Person at 8 AM and 10:30 AM 
Live-streamed at 10:30 AM, recording 

available to view thereafter. 
 

Wednesday Service: 10 AM on Zoom 
 

Morning Prayer: 8-8:30 AM 
Monday-Friday via Zoom.  Contact 

bhale@saintj.com for the link. 

VESTRY 

 Senior Warden .... srwarden@saintj.com 
    Jim McConnell 
 
Junior Warden ..... jrwarden@saintj.com 
                      Meg Amouroux 
                        

Bob Bynum 
Nancy Castaneda 

Samir Kalitta 
Mary Frances Leopold 

Peter Maina 
Greg Miller 

Sally Morgan 
Beverly Mosier 

Vivienne Paratore 
 

Vestry Clerk: Elizabeth Hart 
 
 
 

Other Important Coordinators  
 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors:  
George Siegmann 

Eucharistic Visitors: The Rev. Lori Walton 
Altar Guild: Katie Cunningham 

Ushers: Burtin Hart 
Facilities: facilities@saintj.com 

Convention Delegates 

Email our delegates at: stjdeanery@saintj.com  

Greg Miller | Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

Jim McConnell | Ken Trant | Scott Whitaker 

Alternate to Convention 

Sally Morgan 

The Window  Staff 

Janet Fischer | Laura Winter 

Article submission: newsletter@saintj.com 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector  lori@saintj.com 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Hale, Assisting Priest 
bhale@saintj.com 

Jan Scrutton, Children and Youth Minister 
jan@saintj.com 

Ron Cook, Office Administrator admin@saintj.com 

Jennifer Ravera, Music Director music@saintj.com 

Bruce Roberts, Treasurer treasurer@saintj.com 

http://www.saintj.com/
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:srwarden@saintj.com
mailto:jrwarden@saintj.com
mailto:facilities@saintj.com
mailto:stjdeanery@saintj.com
mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
mailto:window@saintj.com?subject=Newsletter%20submission
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:admin@saintj.com
mailto:music@saintj.com
mailto:treasurer@saintj.com

