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September 2022 

September is upon us which 
means new beginnings.  New 
school year, new season, new 
experiences.  As of this 
writing, we are awaiting the 
birth of our second 
granddaughter so in our 
family, new life.   
 
Our sacred writings are full of 
stories about new beginnings.  

Noah builds an ark and gathers up creation in pairs 
when a flood washes the world away and everything 
starts anew.  King David failed miserably by sinning 
in some of the worst ways, but he turns it around 
and God grants him a new beginning.  People who 
are lame, blind, besieged by demons call out to Jesus 
who extends a hand, heals them, restores them back 
to community and provides a new beginning.   
 
The opportunities to start again, to have a new 
beginning, are countless. 
 
At St. James’, we have experienced a new beginning 
by coming back together after the pandemic 
lockdown.  We opened our doors just over a year 
ago, welcoming the faithful back into the sanctuary 
to be in community and fellowship with one another 
while we worshipped a God who is generous and 
faithful.  If you show up on a Sunday, you will find 
the welcoming space of the Little or Big Church, the 
familiar faces of those who were with us before 
pandemic, and the new faces of those who have 
since joined us. 
 
 
 

Yet, as I write about new beginnings, I am aware that 
there are a number of us who have not returned to 
regular worship.  Our attendance is lower than we’re 
used to seeing and we miss seeing various friends in 
the pews.  Some have health reasons for keeping 
away and are worshipping virtually, and others have 
moved out of the area.  Some may have simply 
gotten out of the habit of regular worship and some 
may have found their spiritual sustenance through 
other venues.  Regardless of the reason, if you are 
not present for Sunday worship, know that we miss 
you.  The Body of Christ is made less by your 
absence, and we hope to see you soon.  If there is 
anything we can do to facilitate your return, do let us 
know. 
 
In the end, the Church is not the building.  The 
Church, the Body of Christ, is the people of God, 
together to worship and to extend a healing Christ-
shaped hand to the world.  The physical church finds 
her purpose in empowering people and providing 
tools to foster a relationship with God and with 
others.  As we enter into the fall season, we look for 
a new beginning.  Our journey will not be the old 
one, but something brand new, shaped by the current 
culture of uncertainty, but faithful to the God who 
will undoubtedly lead us forward.  Join us on that 
journey, and together, we will experience the 
newness of life promised to us when we are faithful 
to the Living God. 
 

~Lori+  

New Beginnings 

http://www.saintj.com/
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WORSHIP 

 

Worship At Church 
We offer two services on 
Sunday morning at 8am 
and 10:30am. Coffee and 
light snacks following each 
service. PROOF OF 
COVID VACCINATION 
REQUIRED. 
 

Sunday Morning Service Live Stream 
If you cannot attend church in person, you can join 
our 10:30am service live-streamed on Sundays 
at saintj.com. The service can be joined at any 
time on Sunday from 10:30am or watched during 
the week on our YouTube channel.  
 
Wednesday 10:00am Service 
Celebrate the Liturgy of the Word with prayers 
and sermon discussion in real time on Zoom. Join 
us!  Email Rev. Bill at bhale@saintj.com.  Link 
can also be found under "Upcoming Events" on 
the right side of our website. 
 
Morning Prayer 8-8:30am. Monday-Friday 
Join Rev. Bill for Morning Prayer via Zoom. 
Contact bhale@saintj.com for the link. Open to 
all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ways We Are Church Together 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

Thursday 12:00pm Home Alone Group on 
Zoom 
For those who are living alone, meet us on Zoom 
Thursdays during lunchtime to say hello.  Email 
Rev. Bill at bhale@saintj.com for more 
information.  

Grief Support Group Tuesdays @ 2pm on 
Zoom 
Rev. Bill Hale, former grief support person for 
Odyssey Hospice in Michigan, facilitates the 
group. Please contact Rev. Bill at 
bhale@saintj.com for more information. This 
group is open to all, not just St. James’ folks. 
 

LEARNING 
Focus On Faith Saturdays @ 10am.  

Do you have questions about the church, God, 

faith?  Would you benefit from hearing about 

other's faith journey and experience?  Are you 

looking for a place to drop-in to talk about 

spirituality?  Join with others and Rev. Bill for this 

on-going gathering.  Questions?  Email Bill at 

bhale@saintj.com for details. Access the Zoom 

link here. 

Bible Studies  
Monday 11:00am Bible Study. Join with others 
to catch up and wrestle with some of the sacred 
texts of the Bible.  We meet every Monday on 
zoom.  Everyone is welcome.  Email 
lori@saintj.com or find the zoom link on the home 
page of our website. 

Wednesday afternoon @ 1:00pm. Bible Study at 
1:00pm, also via Zoom.  Rev. Lori will send out a 
link to a short video and discussion questions.  
Email lori@saintj.com to be added to this list as 
well. 

Audio Sermons and Online Resources 
Zoom links for all of our offerings can be found on our website, saintj.com. Look for the calendar of 
events on the right side of our home page.  If something is not listed, email the leader and they will 
make sure you have what you need.  Sunday's service and sermons are also online. Go to our website 
for online worship resources.  Like us on Facebook and Instagram! We also have a YouTube page, 
and a Twitter feed. 

http://saintj.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoYqirUDd6E-et98hXgIlkQ
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/event/focus-on-faith-gathering/?instance_id=60534
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:lori@saintj.com
http://saintj.com/
https://saintj.com/wp/worship/online-worship/additional-online-worship-resources/
https://www.facebook.com/StJamesEpiscopalFremontCA/
https://www.instagram.com/stjamesfremontca/
https://www.youtube.com/c/StJamesEpiscopalChurchFremontCA
https://twitter.com/StJamesCA
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A Message From Rev. Bill 

The collect for Labor Day reads,  
 
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects, for 
good or ill, all other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for 
self alone, but for the common good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own 
labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of other workers, and arouse our 
concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 261) 
 

This prayer includes so much within that describes our Christian life that it would be worth repeating 
throughout the whole year.  It assumes that we do not live our lives apart from one another, but rather in 
community and also within that network of interactions we call human society.  What we do affects other 
people, for better or worse.  Through our baptism and our commitment to follow Jesus Christ, all of us need 
to be mindful of how our actions affect others all the time.  We are models of what it is to live as a Christian -
what Paul calls being an “ambassador for Christ.”  One very powerful means of evangelism (that is, declaring 
the good news of god’s love to the world) simply consists living of our day-to-day life as disciples of Christ 
in the world.  Whatever else we do in our life, we need to be conscious that our actions always carry the extra 
message of who we are as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
The very fact that we recognize Labor Day within our liturgical framework for the year shows that our 
spiritual life is not something divorced from any of the work we do.  Human labor of all sorts--whether it is 
how we earn our living in the workplace or by the loving service we offer as a gift to others; whether it is 
unpaid rearing of children or highly paid professional deployment--all of it can be blessed when entered into 
with the right intention.  We are called to do all our work, not for ourselves alone, but for the benefit of others 
as well.  I would add a corollary to that by saying that we must also be mindful at all times of how we live at 
the expense of others and at the expense of the planet which not only sustains us now,  but which will be the 

home of future generations who will need the same 
resources we do for their lives.  Whatever work we 
undertake is an exercise in societal ethics, 
environmental stewardship, and social injustice.   
 
September represents more than just Labor Day, of 

course, but we essentially begin this month with 
acknowledgment of the work given us to do as 

something blessed in God’s eyes.  Our work  and all 

our efforts require us to consider how we affect others, 
with the constant awareness that all we do this for the 

greater Glory of God.  By our labors, therefore, we 

can fulfill both of Jesus’ Great Commandments to love 
God with all that we are and by our best efforts, and to 

love all persons for whom Christ died as our 

neighbors. 

~Bill+ 
 



The Window  September 2022                                                  4  

 Together @ St. James’ 

After two years of quiet we were able to 
regather Together @ St. James’ for summer day 
camp in the last week of July. This week was long 
awaited as we were also celebrating 10 years of day 
camp. A relatively cool yet bright week made our 
plans to move almost all our activities outside easily 
achieved and we took advantage of canopies and 
natural shade on campus to stay comfortable. A 
final 20 students and 6 youth volunteers were joined 
during the week by a total of 20 adults volunteering 
for anything from a morning to a full week. 

Jennifer utilized the projector in church to put 
together a fun and active music program each day 
while our morning teaching centered around stories 

of people working and doing things together to help 
each other. Bev helped us learn sign language to go 
with our prayer and by the end of the week the children 
were confidently helping lead the prayer entirely in 
sign language. 

Our biggest success on the game front was yet again 
the boxes! Tom and Jill led the kids through a series of 
active challenges collecting boxes and building towers, 
tunnels and sculptures together. As many parents will 
tell you the box can often be more fun than the contents 
and these games certainly confirmed that! 

After a tasty snack (thanks Lauren & Bob!) our day 
would move on to craft time and it is then that we as 
leaders have a chance to sit with the students, find out a bit about them, help them make something and they 
have a chance to make new friends too. Our crafts this year went with our colorful theme and included tie-
dye and paint pouring along with sand art, pom-pom making and collage. 

Thank you to everyone who helped 
with camp – whether you came 
along all week, donated or collected 
supplies. Summer Camp works 
because we all work together, 
because everyone welcomes these 
young people gathering on our 
campus and because they feel 
welcome. We look forward to 
welcoming them back again in the 
future. 

~Jan Scrutton, Children & Youth 
Minister 
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 Upcoming Events & Opportunities 

In Person Book Study: Inspired 
 
Join us on Wednesday afternoons to read together the book, "Inspired" by Rachel 
Held Evans.  Rachel Held Evans’ book has the subtitle "Slaying Giants, Walking 
on Water, and Loving the Bible Again", a nod towards the overall content of the 
book being one about scripture.  How do we read our sacred stories?  How do we 
reconcile the difficult stories with our understanding of God?  What does the Bible 
mean for us today?   
 
Through memoir, poetry, short stories and vignettes, Held Evans walks with us 
while we learn about the living word of God's story.  This book study will meet in 
the Education Room from 3:00-4:00 beginning September 14.   
 
Please purchase your book in advance.  If you need financial assistance, please let 
Lori know.  If at all possible, consider supporting a local bookstore such as Banter 
Bookstore (https://banterbookshop.com/).  The gatherings will be facilitated by 
Rev. Lori and Ann Saponara.   

Save the Date:  
September 11, 2022 

 
St. James’ Disaster Preparedness & Response Team has scheduled a 
class on  September 11, 2022, from 12:30 PM to 4:30 PM, with 
Life Support Services West.  It will be held in the Parish 
Hall.  Water and snacks will be provided.  We need a minimum of 5 
individuals to hold the class.  
 
The fee is $55 per person. Cost includes all 
books, materials, supplies, equipment & 2-
year certification card. This course does not 
meet the requirements for professional 
healthcare licensing.  This course meets 
requirements for OSHA compliance, 
coaching, K-12 & college education, and 
most other general requirements. 
 
You can register at saintj.com/cprclass. You can write checks to St. 
James’ Episcopal Church and we’ll collect it at the time of class. 

Save the Date: Back to Church Sunday! 
Join us on Sunday, September 25 for a celebratory party following the 10:30 service.  We've been through a 
lot and we've now been back to in-person worship for over a year.  We felt it was time for a party to celebrate 
our many blessings of fellowship and community.  This gathering of food and fun is hosted by the vestry.  
Mark your calendar and invite a friend! 

https://banterbookshop.com/
https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/disaster-preparedness-team/certified-cpr-aed-class-registration/
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 A Question for You—Reflection from Brian Cochran 

What are the first words of Jesus in the Gospel of John? I got interested in this question when reading a book 
about questions, specifically the sixty or so questions of Jesus in the book of John (D. Estes, The Questions 
of Jesus in John, 2013). After identifying Jesus as a unique figure in human history, the author of John has 
Jesus ask a question. The question has significance because of who says it, because it is the first thing Jesus 
says, and because of what the question is. 
 
Who is Jesus? 
 
Already in the prologue of John 1 (vv. 1-18) Jesus has been identified in a multiplicity of ways, including as 
God’s unique son in the flesh (see note below).  Then John the Baptist, who is also quoted in the prologue, 
talks with some official interrogators from Jerusalem who ask him, “Who are you?” John emphatically 
denies being the Anointed One (translated into Greek as “the Christ”). He also denies being The Prophet and 
Elijah (all references to figures looked for by the Jewish people as deliverers from oppression). 
 
John the Baptist says that Jesus is the reason God has sent him to baptize (or, anoint people with water in a 
ritual of repentance) and that Jesus is the one coming after him, but who is so far beyond John that John is 
not worthy to even be his servant. God has sent John, he says, to look for the one anointed with the Spirit and 
in whom the Spirit abides. John the Baptist concludes his introduction of Jesus by saying “He is the Son of 
God” (1:34). One morning he sees Jesus walking toward him and he says, “Look! The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world.”  
 
The next morning John the Baptist points out Jesus to his followers again, abbreviating the saying from a few 
verses earlier, “Look! The Lamb of God!” 
 
Jesus’s Question 
 
All of this intrigues a couple of John’s disciples, and so they drop what they are doing with John and start 
following Jesus. In a dramatic pause, Jesus stops, turns, and looks at these guys, and then says the first words 
he has said, in a Gospel filled with his words: 
 

“What are you looking for?” (Or more literally, “What are you seeking?”) 
 
Estes (Questions of Jesus in John, p. 164) says this question is important not only because it is the first thing 
Jesus says in the Gospel (at verse 38 of chapter 1), but also because it is a question rather than, say, a 
statement, a command, or a prayer, and because of what it asks, what kind of a question it is. He says that 
Jesus’s question is a sequence question, the only one of its kind in the Gospel. It is similar to an open 
question or a reflective one in that the options for answers are broad, but this kind of question is one which 
ultimately asks the hearer of the question to ponder and lay out an answer which is sequential in nature. The 
asker challenges the hearer (or, reader) to ponder and to come up with a satisfactory answer, “a detailed 
course of action,” which could involve several steps. The context is the retreat setting of the desert near the 
Jordan River, which helps us see that this is a type of question like “What do you want out of life?” Or 
another existential question, “Where do you fit in the world?” U2 illustrate this sense with their song, “I Still 
Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For.” The new disciples show the challenge found in this question by not 
answering it directly, but instead following up the question with a question, a parry to give them time to 
reflect and answer with integrity. 
 
So I, along with Jesus and the Gospel of John, ask you, What are you looking for? . . . hoping you will 
wrestle with the answer for a while, and maybe go back to the Gospel of John for some help in answering. 
 
[John the author also spectacularly identifies Jesus in the prologue already as all of the following: The Word (or “Wisdom”), God
(!), involved with creation, having Life, the Light, a person in the flesh, having authority to make people the children of God, full 
of grace and truth, the Anointed (Christ), resting on the bosom of the Father, and the one who has laid out who the Father is.]  
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 Deanery Reports for the June 21, 2022 Executive Council Meeting  

wide, and the clericus will gather that information 

and present the candidate list at the next deanery 
meeting. 

There were some questions from our deanery:  

* There were questions on when they will be able to 

review the budget, and they encouraged having lots 

of time to review before the September meeting and 
ideally before the June meeting. Should the budget 

be reviewed before Executive Council so that the 

deanery can offer good feedback before the 
Executive Council meets? 

* The deanery would like an update on the status of 

the Employee Tax Credit. It is a huge benefit and 

needs the diocesan support and submittal and the 
deanery has asked for an update on that process and 

encouraged the diocese to be proactive on ways that 

would financially support our churches. St. Stephens 
has created a simple questionnaire for congregations 

to fill out to support the effort.  

The Rev. Krista Fregoso 

Marin Deanery  

The next meeting is June 15, and nothing else to 

report. 

Anna Haight 

Peninsula Deanery 

The Peninsula Deanery's June Convocation will be 
Thursday, June 23rd. Tentatively, we will have a 

catered meal beginning at 6pm, followed by our 

usual business meeting at 7pm (with Zoom option 
for those unable to attend in person). 

Aidan Jobe Sea 

San Francisco Deanery 

The San Francisco deanery had a productive 
meeting on May 21st. Among other things, we 

discussed what it means to be an Episcopalian, and 

we found a volunteer to fill the Executive Council 
position which has become vacant due to  

(cont. next page) 

Alameda Deanery  

The Deanery grant program will distribute twice this 

year, through separate applications. This is a one-
time only event because we had no grants for two 

years. Three grants are being awarded at this time. A 

new committee will clarify the grant request 
protocol and bring a revision to the Deanery at the 

September convocation. Requests for grants are due 

November 1, 2022. 

1. The Diocesan Executive Council report 
noted that Deanery congregations should review the 

DioCal website re: Assessment Relief guidelines for 

2022. The deadline for requesting relief is 
September 30, 2022. This will be the only 

opportunity for this year. 

2. Rev. Scot Sherman has been appointed by 

the Bishop to spearhead the Vitalthriving.org 
program to help with new church development. Rev. 

Sherman stated that he will work with individual 

congregations to help discern what is best for our 
beloved community to grow and adapt in the future. 

There are podcasts with introductory information 

available at vitalthriving.org.  
Scot@newbiginhouse.org, (415) 513-8555. 

3. Fr. Mauricio Wilson reported on the 

Regional Deans positions that the Bishop is creating. 

Deaneries must submit nominees for the position by 
September.  

4. Brenda Paulin of the Diocesan Afro-

Anglican Communion and Union of Black 

Episcopalians reminded all congregations to use the 
Juneteenth Liturgy in their celebrations next 

Sunday, June 19, 2022. The liturgy was voted on 

and passed at the 2021 Convention. The Liturgy is 
available on the Diocal website. 

Bruce Morrow 

Contra Costa County Deanery 

The Contra Costa Deanery met on June 16th. There 

were good discussions about the Vital and Thriving 

Program and the Regional Dean. We created a 
process for offering candidates for the Regional 

Dean. We will be opening the nominations deanery-

https://vitalthriving.org/
https://mcusercontent.com/55a4c86d3e04b0a68eba23b20/files/32b2b965-60e9-2298-a0a8-238f0e4192c1/Juneteenth_Liturgy_25Apr2021.pdf
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Executive Council Talking Points for July 

Work is underway to fund the position of Canon for Racial, Social, and Environmental Justice via an 
endowment that will assure the long-term viability of the position. Work is nearing completion on the job 
description with plans to fill the position in 2022. 
 
Gary England introduced the Business Acumen Congregation Report.  It is centered around understanding 
the business aspects that those running our congregations find to be time consuming and challenging.  Gary 
has done some great work identifying the issues and is now working on resourcing solutions.  He sees some 
“low hanging fruit”, such as copiers, with other items much more challenging.    
 
Four congregations were granted assessment relief. The next round of assessment relief will be in 
September.    
The Executive Council approved the next actions needed to move the Bluebird Village Project forward.   
 
The EC discussed the sabbatical leave resolution and referred it back to the Finance Committee for further 
action.   
 

August Sabbatical 
No meeting in August, next meeting September 21, 2021 

~Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

Southern Alameda County Deanery Representative 
St. James’ Deanery Representative 

Deanery Reports, cont. from pg. 7 
 
Rev. Lindy Bunch moving away. 
He is Steven R. Depont-Kalani.  
Our next meeting will be on 
September 10th and focus on 
preparing for the Diocesan 
Convention. 
 

Birgit Eschmann 
 
Southern Alameda Deanery 
 
The deanery met on May 22, 
2022.  Presently, it has vacancies 
for the treasurer, secretary, and the 
second Executive Council 
representative positions. The 
deanery will embark on the 
"annual" Corazon Build" in 
Tijuana, Mexico for the last 
weekend of June.  
 

Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

Thank you for the school 
supplies! 

 
Thank you to everyone who supported our school supplies drive 
this year. I was able to shop for and deliver bags and boxes full 
of supplies to both Abode Services and Union City Family 
Center. This year Abode has provided total of 566 backpacks 
with school equipment for students in preschool through college 
who are within their system – either in the shelter or in supported 
housing in the greater Bay Area. Union City Family Center work 
in partnership with other organizations to support families and 
students in need in Union City. Both groups expressed their 
thanks for the continued support of St. James’. 

  
~Jan Scrutton 

Children & Youth Minister 
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Focus On Faith  

Saturdays @ 10am.  

 

Do you have questions about the church, God, 

faith?  Would you benefit from hearing about 

other's faith journey and experience?  Are you 

looking for a place to drop-in to talk about 

spirituality?  Join with others and Rev. Bill for 

this on-going gathering.  Questions?  Email 

Bill at bhale@saintj.com for details. Access 

the Zoom link here. 

A Call for New Coffee Hour Host 
Volunteers 

 
There is presently a need for partner hosts for the first and third 10:30 AM Coffee 
Hour, and the fifth Sunday for both services. With a bigger hospitality team, we can 
substitute for each other whenever we are on vacation. If anyone is interested, please 
contact Dave Nelsen at dave.nelsen@sbcglobal.net or Elaine Vallecillo-Miller at 
evallecillomiller@yahoo.com. We are the smile, the hands, and the feet of Jesus, welcoming our parishioners, 
guests, and visitors for refreshment and snacks.  

Park Task Force Update 
 
The Park Task Force met in person on Tuesday, Aug 9, to discuss renovation of the Park area as a 
whole.  (This task force was created last summer in response to a need to make better use of the area of our 
campus between Thornton Ave. and our parking lot.) 
 
Because the labyrinth-related expenses are beyond what we’d anticipated, we are placing that portion of the 
Park renovation on pause.  We’re grateful for all the work done over the past year by team members in 
gathering data and information, and by those who have donated to the park's fund thus far. 
 
We discussed a variety of possibilities as to what could be done that will be of the most benefit to our 
community, and the environment.  The team will continue to ruminate on some of the ideas generated, and 
will reconvene again in the coming weeks to continue moving the Park renovation forward. 
 
The Park Task Force is open to anyone who would like to join us in helping make the area the best it can be. 
Any questions or comments, or to join the team, please reach us via email at park@saintj.com . 

~Meg Amouroux 

mailto:bhale@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/event/focus-on-faith-gathering/?instance_id=60534
mailto:dave.nelsen@sbcglobal.net
mailto:evallecillomiller@yahoo.com
mailto:park@saintj.com
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Vestry Voices: Expressions of Love @ St. James’ 
This month’s reflections are from 
Sally Morgan 
 
A family--Mom, Dad, sisters, 

brothers, cousins, 

grandparents...how is our Church a family and 

how does it show love? As I think of this over 

the past 35 years with St. James’, how has this 

become my extended family? 

 

My journey at St. James’ has taken some side 

trips over the past 35 years. My sister and I 

bought our house in Northgate in 1987, and 

discovered an Episcopal Church on Thornton 

Avenue. We were born and raised in the 

Episcopal way and we were pleased it was close 

by and I am not sure we "officially" joined but 

we came on many Sundays.  I do recall sitting in 

the Little Church doing a survey, yes a 

survey....and some 35 years later another 

survey...much needed because you know 

families change over the years!! 

 

I certainly changed and it would take me 

another 30 years to actually settle into my 

routine. In 2017 I made my reaffirmation of 

faith and our group doing it together, lovingly 

called ourselves Club 150, in honor of the 

Church's 150 year celebration... 

 

That's how a family builds--and with that, we 

contribute to the loving support of our Church. 

Many of us become active in church life--this 

certainly would not happen if we were not 

together in supporting the church. After my 

reaffirmation I was asked to join the vestry, the 

Altar Guild, coffee hours, and sometimes as I 

could, the cleaning crew, Bible studies, book 

clubs. I would only be able to do any of that with 

the support of my family. 

 

Our scripture this past Sunday talked about a 

house divided, fathers against sons, and on. 

Sometimes I feel that our Church is a house 

divided--the past 2 years we have struggled with 

the pandemic and all the changes needed to keep 

us going--Zoom Sundays, Zoom meetings, 

parking lot events, not fully sharing Christ's blood 

and body. How did we accomplish all this? We 

did this just because we showed that a loving, 

supportive, Jesus Christ centered church can work 

together and strive for becoming a Beloved 

Community. 

 
Our bishop, Marc Andrus, announced his plan to 
retire as bishop of the Diocese of California.  The 
process to find his replacement takes a couple 
years, just like a church's efforts to hire a new 
rector.  The Diocese will establish a Search 

Committee, they will create a profile, accept applications, interview potential candidates, and plan 
to call a new bishop early in 2023, with a start date of May 2024. 
 
Your prayers for all involved in this transitional time is requested and appreciated. 
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Vestry Meeting Highlights 

Submitted by Meg Amouroux, Jr. Warden  

 The vestry met on Thursday, August 18. Mary Frances Leopold led opening prayer. In order to facilitate a 
more in-depth discussion, we took a break from our Zoom/hybrid format, meeting in person in the 
Education Room.  
 
We began to gather at 6:30pm to share God moments, and Rev. Lori opened the meeting at 7pm. 
 
July vestry meeting minutes and the staff and ministry reports were reviewed and approved. Financial 
reports for July were also reviewed and approved.  
 
Maisha Bora update:  Since our last meeting in August, we’d received news that both Hope and Miriam, 
the girls we’d sponsored during their high school years, have been accepted into university. We also 
received financial details from Anne Mwaura, our Maisha Bora contact in Kenya. She was able to share 
details about the funding needed for both girls, and projected funding that they will need during their 4 
years of university studies. Earlier in August, the vestry voted and approved funding for their first 
semester, which is starting very soon. Thank you to treasurer Bruce Roberts for handling the transfer of 
funds to their accounts. Funding plans for future semesters is underway. 
 
In order to provide new voices from the pulpit, a motion to provide funding for up to two guest preachers 
in the coming months was approved. Funds will come from the Special Interest account, Worship/Future 
Staff. 
 
The vestry then moved into a long-form discussion about church vitality and growth and the upcoming 
stewardship season. The vestry was introduced to a new congregational development program opportunity, 
“Vital + Thriving Congregations.”  A subcommittee was formed to help plan a “back to church” Sunday 
event in mid-to-late September. 
 
The meeting adjourned, and Mary Frances closed the meeting with Compline.  The next Vestry meeting 
will be held on September 15. We will return to our hybrid format, with members attending both in-person 
and remotely, via Zoom. 
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Financial Summary for July, 2022 

St. James' Altar Flowers and Sanctus 
Candles 
Parishioners may make a donation of $35 for flowers and/or the weekly 
Sanctus Candle ($8 donation). These can be given for birthdays, 
anniversaries, in memory of, or in thanksgiving for special people or 
events. Your donation will be acknowledged during Sunday 
announcements.  Email the parish administrator at admin@saintj.com, 
sign up in the Parish Hall, or fill out this web form. 

Fund Balances 7/31/2021 7/31/2022 

Operating Fund $58,436.80 $26,082.46  

Building Fund $74,537.39  $110,136.37  

     

Pledges Budgeted  $207,252.50  $215,121.67  

Pledges Paid $214,780.51  $190,188.55  

Unpledged Contributions $5,163.73  $8,687.97 

Other Operating Income $1,496.93  $9,144.12  

     

YTD Total Operating Income 221.441.17 $208,020.64 

     

YTD Total Operating Expenses $220,010.32 $231,334.19 

     

Income less Expenses $1,430.85 ($23,313.55) 

Children & Youth Ministries 

Check current events at: https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/   
 
Sunday School, for children in TK- 6th grade, meets weekly during the 10:30AM service. The children gather 
outside and head to the Sunday School classroom when the service begins and return to church during the 
Peace to participate in the Eucharist with their families.  
 
A registration form for all under 18’s which includes a media release and opportunity to share any relevant 
information can be found HERE. This is for the 2022-23 school year and all families are encouraged to 
complete it as the new school year begins. 
 
Episcopal Youth Fremont is a youth group for 6th – 12th graders based at St. James’ which meets during the 
school year. We will start meeting on Sunday September 11th from 6-8 PM. We will discuss plans for the 
next year – including a possible day out and plans for confirmation preparation for those who are interested. 
 
Any questions about our programs for children or youth? Email our Children & Youth Minister Jan Scrutton 
at jan@saintj.com. 

mailto:admin@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/about-us/giving/flowers-for-sunday/
https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/
https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/media-release/
mailto:jan@saintj.com
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News For September 

St. James'           
Prayer List  

 
Most Holy God we pray: 

For Those in the Military 
Jarrod, Megan, Erica, Theresa, Mark, Tim, Louis, 
Caitlin, Emily, Robin, Adam, Dave, Shawn, Ethan, 
Paul, Matthew, Johnny, Johnathan, Darren, Robert 

For Healthcare Workers and Chaplains 
Evelyn, Jeff, Brian, Josephine, Mary, Polly, Alice, 
Bozena, Angela, Darcia, Mary, Tammy, Mana, 
Natalie, Dr. Johnathan, Megan, Gerald, Amber 

For Teachers, Principals, School Staff 
Jennifer, Monique, Toni, Jill, Sherea, Esther, Peter, 
Vivienne, Margaret, Stephanie, Tim, Jason, Jeannie, 
and those in our families and communities named 
in our hearts. 

For Those Expecting Children 
Megan and Josh 

For Safe Travels 
Craig & Alice 

For Those Who Need Comfort, Strength, and 
Guidance 
Santiago, Mercedes, Cynthia, Jocelyn, Evelyn, Jace, 
Katie, the Cunningham family, Kenny, Lisa 

For Those Who Need Healing 
Ron, Julie, Gail, Craig, Linda, Diane, Barry, Bud, 
David, Pat, Elaine, Charlie, Juanita, Thomas 

For Those Who Have Passed Away 
Jim, Richard, Chuck 

And for all of us impacted by the current 
pandemic. 

 
 

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” list, 
please call or email the Church Office.  After six 
weeks, names are removed from the list.  Please 
renew your request as needed.   Thank you. 

09/05 Amy & Paul Davis

09/19 John & Jay Butterfield

09/21 Scott & Becky Whitaker III

09/23 Evelyn Martinez & Griselda Prather

Bud & Pat Spalding Jr.

09/26 Julie & Frank Guzior

09/27 Brian & Evelyn Cochran

09/02 Brian Cochran

Bob Reed

09/03 Amy Reynolds

09/06 Kai Fortescue

09/08 Ron Larson

09/14 Janice Brandt

09/18 Gianna Verdin

09/25 Michael Aquino

Barbara Dabney

09/26 Caiden Kalitta
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The next issue of The Window is in October. We 
welcome your comments, essays, poems, photos, 
book reviews, newsworthy items, and any group 
activity information.  
 
Email your submission to newsletter@saintj.com  

by:  September 15th 

Always @ St. James’ 

Blessing Bags for 
Distribution 

Let us remember those who have no shelter. Our 
Blessing Bags are available for you to give away. 
Each bag contains toiletries, water, food, socks, and 
a mask. We're using reusable cloth bags that can 
also serve as a backpack.  
 
Please note we are not 
taking donations 
other than monetary 
donations. This allows 
us to purchase what 
we need and to be 
consistent with what 
we are offering.  
Blessing Bags are 
available for you to 
pick up during office 
hours, Wednesdays & Thursdays between 10:00 
AM and 1:00 PM in the office hallway.  
 
Gift Cards Help! 
Occasionally we have people visit church to ask for 
assistance. It is helpful to have gift cards we can 
give out with blessing bags when appropriate. If 
you’d like to donate a card for us to give out we ask 
for $25 cards for gas, Safeway, Target, Walmart, or 
Lucky’s. They can be given to the wardens, clergy, 
or put in the office. Thank you. 

Calendar 
Access the church calendar for September here. 

Chair Exercise Class on Zoom 
 
Please join Sylvia Ma for a weekly Zoom class on 
chair exercises on Breathing/Qi Gong and Tai Chi/
Hsing I movements. No experience is necessary. 
Sessions held Tuesday mornings from 10:00 to 
11:00 AM. Please spread the word. All are welcome. 
If you are interested, email Sylvia at  
hsiehtinghsueh@yahoo.com and she will send you 
the link. The link will also be found on the calendar at 
St James’ website https://saintj.com.  

Proof of Vaccination Required 
For Those Attending Indoor 

Services and Gatherings 
 

A reminder that 
proof of 
vaccination is 
required for all 
eligible 
participants. This 
does not apply to 
children under 12 
and those with a 
documented 
medical exemption. 
You can show your proof and grab a wristband to 
wear to church on subsequent Sundays.  Then, no 
need to show your proof again! 
 
Yellow wristbands indicate proof of vaccine, purple 
indicates proof of booster shot. 

Sign up for news from the 
Diocese! 

 
DioCal, the Diocese of California, publishes a 
weekly newsletter via email which you can receive 
by signing up HERE. The web site for the diocese 
is https://www.diocal.org/. 
 
 

mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/about-us/events/action~month/exact_date~1662015600/request_format~html/
mailto:hsiehtinghsueh@yahoo.com
https://saintj.com
https://saintj.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=537d825180d53456df3c7fad1&id=f995d1f2aa&e=8114e325a2
https://www.diocal.org/
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Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 
MAIL TO: PO Box 457 
Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

 
http://saintj.com  

Tel: (510) 797-1492 
 

Office Hours 
Wednesdays & Thursdays 

10 AM to 1 PM 
 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Sunday Services: 

In-Person at 8 AM and 10:30 AM 
Live-streamed at 10:30 AM, recording 

available to view thereafter. 
 

Wednesday Service: 10 AM on Zoom 
 

Morning Prayer: 8-8:30 AM 
Monday-Friday via Zoom.  Contact 

bhale@saintj.com for the link. 

VESTRY 

 Senior Warden .... srwarden@saintj.com 
    Jim McConnell 
 
Junior Warden ..... jrwarden@saintj.com 
                      Meg Amouroux 
                        

Bob Bynum 
Nancy Castaneda 

Samir Kalitta 
Mary Frances Leopold 

Peter Maina 
Greg Miller 

Sally Morgan 
Beverly Mosier 

Vivienne Paratore 
 

Vestry Clerk: Elizabeth Hart 
 
 
 

Other Important Coordinators  
 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors:  
George Siegmann 

Eucharistic Visitors: The Rev. Lori Walton 
Altar Guild: Katie Cunningham 

Ushers: Burtin Hart 
Facilities: facilities@saintj.com 

Convention Delegates 

Email our delegates at: stjdeanery@saintj.com  

Greg Miller | Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

Jim McConnell | Ken Trant | Scott Whitaker 

Alternate to Convention 

Sally Morgan 

The Window  Staff 

Janet Fischer | Laura Winter 

Article submission: newsletter@saintj.com 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector  lori@saintj.com 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Hale, Assisting Priest 
bhale@saintj.com 

Jan Scrutton, Children and Youth Minister 
jan@saintj.com 

Ron Cook, Office Administrator admin@saintj.com 

Jennifer Ravera, Music Director music@saintj.com 

Bruce Roberts, Treasurer treasurer@saintj.com 

http://www.saintj.com/
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:srwarden@saintj.com
mailto:jrwarden@saintj.com
mailto:facilities@saintj.com
mailto:stjdeanery@saintj.com
mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
mailto:window@saintj.com?subject=Newsletter%20submission
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:admin@saintj.com
mailto:music@saintj.com
mailto:treasurer@saintj.com

