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WELCOME to ST. JAMES' EPISCOPAL CHURCH
We are an an inclusive, diverse, multi-cultural, and queer-affirming faith community that
welcomes all seekers, believers, and people of goodwill. Our primary sacrament of
initiation into the Church is the sacrament of Holy Baptism, and all baptisms in the name
of the Trinity are recognized. If you are not yet baptized and wish to explore this
sacrament, you are encouraged to speak to a clergy person.
If you are visiting us, please introduce yourself at the door. We invite you to fill out a
visitor's card and either place it in the offertory plate or hand it to an usher. You can also
sign the visitor book as you exit the church.
Please join us in food and fellowship on the patio after the service.

LITURGY and ORDINARY TIME
The Episcopal way of worshipping has been in existence for centuries, and closely follows
the ancient rites of the early church. Our primary texts are the Holy Bible (with the
preferred translation being the New Revised Standard Version) and the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer. If there are things about our worship that are new to you or do not
make sense, be patient with the unfamiliarity. Consider that you are entering a
conversation with God and the faithful which began centuries before we were here and
will continue after we are gone. Just join in as you are, and bear with us as we are, and we
will all be changed as we go.
Ordinary Time, also referred to as the Season After Pentecost, is the longest of Church
seasons, beginning on the Sunday after Pentecost (Trinity Sunday) and continuing
through the Sunday before Advent (Christ the King Sunday). This long season is often
referred to as "Ordinary Time" because of the use of ordinal (sequential) numbers used in
identifying the weeks within this season, beginning at the 1st week of Ordinary Time.
During this season, we are called to reflect on and live out the Christian life, for the Way
of Jesus encompasses and engages all of our being—mind, body, heart, and soul.
Furthermore, the Way of Jesus is dynamic, daring us to follow Jesus not simply because of
his wisdom and general kindness, but because of the radicality of his nature as Godincarnate and the radicality of his actions—modeling for us God's divine love.
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CHILDREN and WORSHIP
Children are welcome in church and we understand that sometimes that means wiggles and
noises. As you enter church there are two family areas to the left side of the sanctuary
where you will find crayons, pencils, activity sheets and bookshelves as a resource for
engaging children. If you need a quiet place for infants and toddlers our nursery is available
at the back of the sanctuary with space for feeding and changing.
Sunday School, for children aged 4 through 6th grade, meets during our 10:30am service.
Children gather to hear a story, talk and play together before rejoin their families in the
Church partway through the service so that they may celebrate Holy Communion with the
whole community. All children are welcome.
Our youth group meets at alternate times during the month and for more information on
that or our Sunday School please contact our Children and Youth minister, Jan Scrutton
(jan@saintj.com)
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Please stand as the bell is rung and the altar party enters the sanctuary.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN & PROCESSION
THE ACCLAMATION
This collect, written in
the 11th century, was
translated from Latin
to English by Thomas
Cranmer for the 1549
Prayer Book.
This collect invokes the
Holy Spirit, in making
our hearts & minds
clean so that we can
become and remain
faithful to God's will
and law.

The hymn of praise for
this season, "To God be
the Glory," takes much
inspiration from the
words of the Gloria (a
biblical and ancient
hymn of praise): "Glory
to God in the highest,
and peace to God's
people on earth..."
It understands that God
is rightfully to be
glorified, for God is the
source of all life, our
soverign creator, and
the Great I AM (Exodus
3:14).

4

Celebrant
People

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and
for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
ALMIGHTY GOD, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE

God "meets us" and
"greets us" as the hymn
says. It is often said that
the Christian journey
isn't about us finding
God, but God finding us
—meeting us where we
are and as we are.
The God who is evertranscendent is also
ever-close, engaging in a
mystical relationship
with all creation.
Therefore, we glorify,
honor, and praise God—
the God who embraces
us, loves us, and
transforms us.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

FIRST READING
The Word of the Lord.
Reader
People
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

See Insert

SECOND READING

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Collects, which began to
be included in the liturgy
in the 6th century,
gather us in a prayer at
the beginning of
worship.

Readings for worship are
taken from various books
of the Bible.
Hebrew Scripture details
the work and history of
the Jewish people.
The Psalm is a song or
poem addressed to God,
meant to be recited or
sung in the context of
worship. The content of
the psalms vary, from
praise to petitions and
laments.
Acts chronicles the
works of the apostles,
while the Epistles are
letters the apostles wrote
to early Christian
communities.
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The word "Hallelujah"
(also spelled "Alleluia") is
used to express praise,
thanksgiving, and joy.

GOSPEL HYMN

EOM119

The cantor sings 2 verses while the congregation joins in singing
the refrain below:

At the singing of the
"Hallelujah," we express
our joy for God's gift of
sacred scripture, the
Living Word which is the
foundation of our faith.

The first verse takes
much of its text from the
Gospel of John, where
after Jesus poses the
question "Do you also
wish to go away?" after
many of his disciples left
him, Simon Peter
responds with "Lord, to
whom can we go? You
have the words of
eternal life" (John 6:68).
The second verse is also
taken from scripture, the
first part ("My sheep
hear my voice...") taken
from John 10:27-28. The
last part of this verse is
taken from the famous
Psalm 23 ("The Lord is
my shepherd...he leads
me beside still waters).
Both verses from the
Hebrew Scripture and
the Christian Scripture
relate to God as
shepherd—our caretaker
and protector.
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Verse 1

Oh God to whom shall we go? You alone have the
words of life. Let your works be our prayer and the
song we sing. Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

Verse 2

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord. When I call
them, they follow me. I will lead them to rest by
the restful streams. Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL
Reader
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

after the reading of the Gospel

Reader
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

GOSPEL HYMN

EOM119

THE SERMON
THE NICENE CREED

E BELIEVE IN ONE GOD

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in one Lord, Jesus Christ.
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

Gospel, meaning "Good
News" in Greek, is truly
good—its goodness being
rooted in the reality of
the Incarnation, God
taking on human form
in Christ Jesus.
We listen attentively to
these narratives,
understanding that Jesus
encompasses both
theology and human
history, embedding
Himself into humanity
through words and
wonders.

By professing this creed
using the collective word
"We," we recognize our
unity under one Lord,
one faith, and one
baptism. It is not merely
a prayer but a
communal declaration.
The Nicene Creed, the
ancient statement of our
Christian faith, was
formulated during the
Council of Nicaea, which
took place in 325 AD.
The Creed is sectioned
into three parts: God the
Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. At
the heart of each section
is the power and work of
each person of the
Trinity.
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We declare and affirm
the glory of the Triune
God as well as the divine
plan for salvation
history, encompassing
the creation of the
universe, the
incarnation of Jesus, and
the work of the Church.

We say directly to God
"Lord hear our prayer"
as we offer these
petitions.

WE BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
On this day, let us lift our petitions to God, saying:
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the ministers of the church, that they build a community of love
which forms from the community of God, we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For every member of the human family, that we be guided to all
truth by the Spirit of truth, we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We bring to God our
prayers and petitions,
declaring them out loud
in the presence of the
Lord and each other.
By offering these prayers
to God aloud and
together, we remind
ourselves of our common
trust in God's
faithfulness, as well as
our common call to unite
ourselves to God through
the sacred conversation
that is prayer.
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For the nations of the world and for our own country, that an equal
sharing of the earth’s bounty might bring greater peace and joy to all
people, we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the stewards of the earth, that we accept creation as a wondrous
gift and work to preserve its beauty, we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the sick, that their affliction lead to endurance, their endurance
to virtue, and their virtue to hope, we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who have died, that they are in perfect peace, without pain
or suffering, we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For us who celebrate community here, that our labors spread joy and
our witness bring peace, we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those in our community and those who have commended
themselves to our prayers.
I invite you to offer your own intercessions and thanksgivings at this
time. We pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the intentions that
we hold in our hearts but
were not covered in the
previous prayers, we are
given time to declare
them ourselves.
Although we are not able
to voice each and every
one of our prayers and
thanksgivings, due to
time constraints and
some not coming to
mind at the moment, we
understand that God
knows what is in our
hearts.

The Celebrant concludes with a collect.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
CELEBRATIONS

When prompted, please join in the following prayer:
WATCH OVER YOUR CHILDREN, O Lord, as their
days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be.
Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in
their hearts may your peace which passes understanding
abide all the days of their lives—through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
OFFERTORY HYMN

See Insert

The "passing of the
peace" allows us to
gracefully greet one
another by saying "the
peace of Christ be with
you," or simply "peace be
with you." The typical
response is "and also
with you."
During this present time
when there is immense
uncertainty and fear in
our world, passing
Christ's peace to one
another has only become
more poignant. His
peace is greater than
any consolation this
world can give,
overflowing with love
and mercy for all.
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A doxology is a short
hymn of praise to God.
This doxology was
written in 1674 by
Anglican priest Thomas
Ken.

THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All who seek a deeper relationship with Christ may receive communion.

LITURGY OF THE TABLE

This eucharistic prayer,
Eucharistic Prayer A,
comes from the Book of
Common Prayer (1979).

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

We begin the
Eucharistic Prayer with
the Great Thanksgiving,
where the celebrant
gathers the assembly in
offering their hearts,
minds, and bodies along
with the gifts of bread
and wine to God.
We acknowledge that
God is present in and
amongst us, harkening
to Matthew 18:20 when
Jesus says "For where
two or three are
gathered in my name, I
am there among them."
In giving thanks to God,
we recognize that it is
right (for God alone is
given all the glory), good
(that we have thankful
and humble hearts), and
joyful (for we are glad
that God is loving and
merciful) to do so.
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Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS | THREE-FOLD HOLY

EOM56

The three-fold Holy of
the Sanctus (Latin for
Holy) was sung by the
Angels who appeared to
the shepherds not long
after the birth of Jesus.
The shepherds were both
amazed at the glory of
God's messengers who
exhibited unyielding
beauty and power, yet
also afraid of being in
the presence of beings
much greater than they
were.
Ultimately, to "fear" God
is not be be afraid, but to
be in awe of & amazed by
God's divine splendor.
Revelation 4:8 says that
this hymn is eternally
sung by four heavenly
creatures. In the liturgy,
we echo this never
ceasing song of praise to
Almighty God, declaring
God's majesty and glory.

Celebrant
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and Father of all. Jesus stretched out his arms upon the
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

St. Augustine, in his
most notable work
"Confessions," wrote
"Lord, you have made us
for yourself, and our
hearts are restless until
they rest in you."
Although sin disconnects
us from God and our
neighbors, we are
ultimately made by God
and for God—who
desires the utmost
goodness for us. The
purest beauty in our life
is found in encounter
with God, who is
invisible but everpresent and ever-near.
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The "institution
narrative," the words
said by Christ at the Last
Supper, is the central
component of the
Eucharist. These words
are found in 1
Corinthians 11:23-26,
passed on by Paul in his
first epistle (letter) to the
people of Corinth.

In the Memorial
Acclamation, we declare
with one voice the three
points central to
salvation history: the
death, resurrection, and
coming of Christ. As we
press on in our
pilgrimage of faith, let us
never forget these
central mysteries that
reveal God's love to us.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People & Celebrant

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

Celebrant
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
The Epiclesis, or the
Invocation, calls upon
the Holy Spirit to bless
both the bread & wine as
well as us; that the bread
& wine may become
Christ's body & blood
truly present, and that
we may be faith-filled
and believe in Christ's
presence in the
sacrament. We also ask
the Holy Spirit to bless
the bread and wine so
that they may be a
worthy offering to
Almighty God
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to
say:
OUR FATHER, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION ANTHEM

We are "bold" to recite
the Lord's Prayer
because we are confident
and fearless in attesting
to all of these points—
from God's name being
sacred to forgiving those
who have wronged us.
The Lord's Prayer is a
guide for how we should
pray (but definitely not
the only way):
acknowledging the
subject of our prayer
(God), recognizing who
God is and what God has
done and will do for us,
and understanding what
we need to do in our own
lives.

EOM57
Both the Hebrew
Scripture and New
Testament speak of a
sacrificial lamb slain for
the sake of humanity.
Just as a spotless and
pure lamb was sacrificed
during Passover when
the Israelites were still
enslaved in Egypt, Jesus
is the sinless Son of God,
the "Lamb of God," who
sacrificed his life so that
sin and death might be
destroyed and eternal
life be gained for
humanity.
By "keeping the feast,"
(1 Corinthians 5:8) we
continue to celebrate the
meal celebrated by
Christ with His apostles
on the night of the Last
Supper.
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At first we offer our gifts
to God: bread and wine.
Through their
consecration and the
invocation of the Holy
Spirit, they become God's
gifts to us: Jesus' body
and blood.

We come to the Lord's
table knowing that the
Eucharist is not a
reward for the perfect,
but medicine for the sick.
We acknowledge our
sinfulness but never
forget the boundless
mercy of God and our
ability to repent and to
love as we ought. We are
sick, but Christ is our
healer—our "Divine
Physician" as Luke, a
doctor himself, describes
Christ in his gospel.
We come bearing our
joys, our burdens, our
gifts, our suffering—our
whole selves—to God,
knowing that God will
embrace us as we are,
and call us to be
transformed by God's
boundless love.
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Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

GUIDE for COMING TO THE ALTAR
When invited by the usher, please come forward for
communion.
In this season of pandemic, we are offering the bread and not
the wine, understanding that communion in one kind is a
full and complete communion. When receiving the bread,
hold out your hands, placing your dominant hand under
your non-dominant. Then, take the bread back to your pew,
securely holding it. Please refrain from consuming the bread
until all have received and are back in their pews. The priest
will invite you to eat the bread with the words, "The Body of
Christ, the Bread of Heaven."
Even if you do not wish to receive Communion, you are
invited to come forward for a blessing. Instead of receiving
the bread, simply cross your arms over your chest and the
priest will give you a blessing.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant

Let us pray.

People & Celebrant
ETERNAL GOD, heavenly Father you have graciously
TEaccepted us as living members, of your Son, our savior
TEJesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
TESacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
TEworld in peace, and grant us the strength and courage to
TElove and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
TEthrough Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN

See Insert

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
Alleluia, Alleluia!

People

Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!

In this prayer after Holy
Communion, we
recognize that the
Eucharist is food for our
journey—the pilgrimage
of life as we seek to unite
ourselves to God. Our
hearts and souls are
nourished so that we
may go forth into
creation with the
presence of Christ in
order to make Christ
present in the world.
We are "living members"
of Jesus, for we are his
"Mystical Body"—the
Church. Just as the
human body, the Church
grows, develops,
changes, yet the heart
remains the same: Jesus
Christ, the Son of the
Living God.

We are called to "go in
peace," not to live in
content and ease, but to
set out into the chaos
and business of the
world in order to make
known God's presence
and love through our
words and (especially)
our actions.
Christianity is not
merely a set of creeds,
doctrines, and rituals; it
is a call to follow the
Way of Jesus, the Jesus
Movement. Our faith is
propelled by our beliefs
being transformed into
action, of knowing that
we are all made in God's
image and, in turn,
reflecting God's love and
mercy to all creation.
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Permission to reprint and podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
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