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Please stand as we begin the service

Photo Tribute

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me shall have 
life, even though he die. And everyone who has life, and has committed himself to 
me in faith, shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon the 
earth. After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him who is my friend and not a stranger.

For none of us has life in himself, and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, and if we die, we die in the Lord. So, 
then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit, for they 
rest from their labors.

The Officiant then says

  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray.

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your 
servant Jason, and grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellow-
ship of your saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal graciously 
with Tia and all Jason’s family in their grief. Surround them with your love, that they 
may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and 
strength to meet the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The people sit
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The Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from the Lamentations of Jeremiah  
Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-22

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” 
says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” The LORD is good to those who wait for 
him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salva-
tion of the LORD.

For the Lord will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have compassion 
according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or 
grieve anyone.

Here ends the reading.

“The Dash Poem”    by Linda Ellis

I read of a man who stood to speak
at the funeral of a friend
He referred to the dates on the tombstone
from the beginning...to the end.
He noted that first came the date of birth
and spoke the following date with tears, 
but he said what mattered most of all
was the dash between those years.
For that dash represents all the time
that they spent alive on earth.
And now only those who loved them
know what that little line is worth.
For it matters not, how much we own --
the cars...the house...the cash.
What matters is how we live and love
and how we spend our dash.
So, think about this long and hard.
Are there things you’d like to change?
For you never know how much time is left
that can still be rearranged.
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Psalm 23 King James Version    said in unison

The LORD is my shepherd; *
   I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; *
   he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul; *
   he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
                          Name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; *
   for thou art with me;
   thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
                          mine enemies; *
   thou anointest my head with oil;
   my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
                           of my life, *
   and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

If we could just slow down enough
to consider what’s true and real,
and always try to understand
the way other people feel.
And be less quick to anger
and show appreciation more,
and love the people in our lives
like we’ve never loved before.
If we treat each other with respect
and more often wear a smile,
remembering this special dash
might only last a little while.
So, when your eulogy is being read
with your life’s actions to rehash,
would you be proud of the things they say
about how you spent YOUR dash?
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A Reading from the Gospel of John John 14:1-6
 
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, 
and the way ye know.

Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we 
know the way?

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.
 
Here ends the reading

Homily    The Rev. Dr. William Hale, Officiant 

Personal Reflections by Family

Dancing with the Angels   Jennifer Ravera, soprano
words and music by Monk & Neagle

Memories surround me
But sadness has found me
I'd do anything for more time
Never before has someone meant more
And I can't get you out of my mind

There is so much that I don't understand
But I know…

[Chorus]
You're dancing with the angels
Walking in new life
You're dancing with the angels
Heaven fills your eyes
Now that you're dancing with the angels

You had love for your family
Love for all people
Love for the Father, and Son
Your heart will be heard
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The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant 

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say,

Officiant and People

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
        and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting.  Amen.

In your unspoken words
Through generations to come

There is so much that I don’t understand
But I know

[Chorus]

[Bridge]
We’re only here for such a short time
So I’m gonna’ stand up, shout out
And sing Hallelujah
One day I’ll see you again

[Chorus]



The Officiant then says

  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

For our brother Jason, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am 
Resurrection and I am Life.” 

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for 
Jason, and dry the tears of those who weep.
Hear us, Lord.

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.
Hear us, Lord.

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life.
Hear us, Lord.

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of 
heaven.
Hear us, Lord.

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother Jason; let our faith be our 
consolation, and eternal life our hope.
Hear us, Lord.
 

Prayers of the People
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The officiant concludes with this prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother Jason, who was reborn by water 
and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your victory 
over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father’s love. Give 
us, we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and where you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages.  Amen.

The Commendation

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,

where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of humankind; and we are mortal, 
formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return.  For so did you ordain when you 
created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to 
the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Jason. Acknowledge, 
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner 
of your own redeeming.  Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed 
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  
Amen.

Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord;
And let light perpetual shine upon him.

May his soul, and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen

Blessing and Dismissal

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People  Thanks be to God.
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Closing Hymn: Amazing Grace
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The Reverend Doctor William Hale - Officiant
Jennifer Ravera - Music Director

Saint James’ Episcopal Church
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