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By the time you are reading 
this newsletter, we will all be 
involved Holy Week and 
Easter.  Even before 
adolescence, I always got 
caught up in the drama that 
our services play out before 
us.  From the time of the 
Gospel accounts through 
modern movies which deal 
with this drama, Christians 

have been enthralled to share the experience of these 
acts.  Even now, who can help but be moved by the 
power of the interactions between Jesus and his disciples 
at table on Thursday night, the agony of the garden of 
Gethsemane, the trial and crucifixion of Jesus’ on Friday, 
and (after the silence of Saturday) the triumphant 
conclusion of the drama in the resurrection of Jesus? It is 
good to witness this sacred drama in all the ways we can, 
for in so doing, we forget that two thousand years 
separate us from the events.  We are still moved to pity 
and sorrow because we see another human in his 
struggles, betrayals, and ultimately at his death.   
 
But while Easter Sunday and the resurrection complete 
the action of Good Friday, I must emphasize that it is not 
the final act in this drama.  Neither are the events of Holy 
Week the beginning of the salvation drama.  In order to 
understand the drama of Holy Week and Easter, we need 
to grasp the whole sweep of God’s interaction with us in 
history. 
 
One brief summary of God’s cosmic action comes from 
the earliest Christian writer we have, St. Paul.  In 
Philippians 2: 4-11, he declares that what God intends for 
us is to be reconciled to God in order to live; the life, 
death, and resurrection of Christ are the means by which 
God accomplishes that purpose. 
 
When we consider why Jesus had to go through his 

sufferings--even if his death is followed by a resurrection 
to life—we see that the focus of this drama changes from 
our emotional and spiritual involvement in Jesus’ trials to 
a deeper understanding of what God is doing for us 
through Jesus.  The entire New Testament testifies to 
this: that Jesus is the instrument by which God reveals the 
divine will which is shaped by a love, a love which 
desires all souls be united in God and with God.  The life, 
ministry, teaching of Christ are enacted or made effective 
by Christ’s sacrifice, resurrection, and glorification as the 
living Savior. 
 
Speaking now as your pastor and guide through this 
holiest season of the year, I encourage you to attend 
services and be intent on understanding how the drama of 
holy week, Good Friday, and Easter reveal the heart of 
God through the mission of Christ.  Use your heart to feel 
with Jesus the pain of human rejection and the suffering 
that leads to death, because Jesus chose to experience 
those human actions on our behalf; when Jesus endures 
these things, God is present and knows the worst of what 
we humans face.  I invite you to see that when God breaks 
the power of death by Jesus’ resurrection, God is breaking 
forever the power of death to terrify us.  Jesus’ new life 
after Easter is the promise to us of our continued life 
through Christ and Christ’s resurrection. 
 
Be mindful of God’s love for us as they are shown at 
every turn during our celebrations in this season.  The 
whole of God’s love is manifest through Jesus Christ 
acting for us by being one of us. In that spirit, Jesus’ story 
becomes our story as well. 

~Bill+ 

Lent: A Time of Preparation 

http://www.saintj.com/
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Holy Week and Easter Schedule 

Holy Week and Easter is the most significant part of the Christian year.  It is the time where we remember 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the agape love shown to his disciples at the Last 
Supper on Maundy Thursday, his walk up the hill of Golgotha to the place of crucifixion on Good Friday, 
the in-between time of emptiness on Holy Saturday, and finally, the glorious resurrection of God Alive 
during the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. 
 
The week is not a series of liturgies, but is 
rather one liturgical act from Palm Sunday 
through Easter.  It is meant to be experienced 
as one whole event.  So, mark your calendars 
now so that you can experience the fullness of 
this time, bringing you closer and closer to our 
Lord. 
 
Palm Sunday, April 10:  
We begin outside with the Blessing of the 
Palms, followed by our own triumphant 
procession into the church for Holy 
Communion and a reading of Jesus’ Passion 
that mark his final days. 8:00 and 10:30 
services.  
 
Maundy Thursday, April 14: 
Join us from 6pm for a bring your own supper or snack on the patio (COVID safe). Our Maundy Thursday 

Service, including the foot washing ritual and Holy Communion will begin at 7pm.  The evening will end 

with the ritualistic stripping of the altar, reminding us of the starkness of this time.  

 
Good Friday, April 15: 
From 12:00-2:00, gather in the Little Church for a solemn service of hymns, prayers, and reflection, using 
the traditional language of the Prayer Book. If you’re interested in an evening service, visit our sister 
congregation, St. Anne’s (http://stanneschurch.org/).  
 
Easter Vigil, April 16: 
Join us for the first lighting of the Easter fire and a traditional prayer book service at 8:00pm when we will 
hear the telling of our salvation stories and proclaim that Christ is Risen!  
 
Easter Sunday, April 17: 
Celebrate the Risen Lord at our principal Easter Service at 10:30 in the Big Church. Followed by our kids 
Easter Egg Hunt and Easter photo opportunity.  

http://stanneschurch.org/
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WORSHIP 

 

Worship At Church 
We offer two services on 
Sunday morning at 8am 
and 10:30am. Coffee and 
light snacks following each 
service. PROOF OF 
COVID VACCINATION 
REQUIRED. 

 
Sunday Morning Service Live Stream 
If you cannot attend church in person, you can join 
our 10:30am service live-streamed on Sundays 
at saintj.com. The service can be joined at any 
time on Sunday from 10:30am or watched during 
the week on our YouTube channel.  
 
Wednesday 10:00am Service 
Celebrate the Liturgy of the Word with prayers 
and sermon discussion in real time on Zoom. Join 
us!  Email Rev. Bill at bhale@saintj.com.  Link 
can also be found under "Upcoming Events" on 
the right side of our website. 
 
Morning Prayer 8-8:30am. Monday-Friday 
Join Rev. Bill for Morning Prayer via Zoom. 
Contact bhale@saintj.com for the link. Open to 
all. 
 
Lectio Divina—the Art of Reading 
Sundays at 9:30 AM, Brian Cochran leads a 
sacred time of Lectio Divina in the Little 
Church. Lectio Divina is a way of engaging in 
scripture that draws us into deep contemplation 
and into deeper union with God. This is an ancient 
and wonderful practice to add to your Sunday. Let 
Brian know if you have questions, or stop in any 
Sunday for this experience. 

 
  
 

The Ways We Are Church Together 

 
FELLOWSHIP 

 
Thursday 12:00pm Home Alone Group on 
Zoom 
For those who are living alone, meet us on Zoom 
Thursdays during lunchtime to say hello.  Email 
Ingrid at ingrid@saintj.com for more information.  

Grief Support Group Tuesdays @ 2pm on 
Zoom 
Rev. Bill Hale, former grief support person for 
Odyssey Hospice in Michigan, facilitates the 
group. Please contact Rev. Bill at 
bhale@saintj.com for more information. This 
group is open to all, not just St. James’ folks. 
 

LEARNING 
Focus On Faith Saturdays @ 10am. Do you have 

questions about the church, God, faith?  Would 

you benefit from hearing about other's faith 

journey and experience?  Are you looking for a 

place to drop-in to talk about spirituality?  Join 

with others and Rev. Bill for this on-going 

gathering.  Questions?  Email Bill at 

bhale@saintj.com for details. Access the Zoom 

link here. 

Bible Studies  
Monday 11:00am Bible Study. Join with others 
to catch up and wrestle with some of the sacred 
texts of the Bible.  We meet every Monday on 
zoom.  Everyone is welcome.  Email 
ingrid@saintj.com or find the zoom link on the 
home page of our website. 

Wednesday afternoon @ 1:00pm. Bible Study at 
1:00pm, also via Zoom.  Ingrid will send out a link 
to a short video and discussion questions.  Email 
ingrid@saintj.com to be added to this list as well. 

Audio Sermons and Online Resources 
Zoom links for all of our offerings can be found on our website, saintj.com. Look for the calendar of 
events on the right side of our home page.  If something is not listed, email the leader and they will 
make sure you have what you need.  Sunday's service and sermons are also online. Go to our website 
for online worship resources, or subscribe to our weekly sermon podcast on iTunes. You may also 
subscribe on Spotify and/or TuneIn. Like us on Facebook and Instagram!  

http://saintj.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoYqirUDd6E-et98hXgIlkQ
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:ingrid@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/event/focus-on-faith-gathering/?instance_id=60534
mailto:ingrid@saintj.com
mailto:ingrid@saintj.com
http://saintj.com/
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Rector on Sabbatical 
 

Our rector, Lori Walton, is on sabbatical until June 1st. For pastoral and liturgical concerns, contact the Rev. 
Bill Hale (bhale@saintj.com or 313.424.9145). For administrative concerns, contact the office 

(admin@saintj.com). Other concerns can go to the senior or junior wardens (srwarden@saintj.com or 
jrwarden@saintj.com). 

Embracing God’s Otherness 
A Reflection by John Wagas 

God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said 
further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 
‘I am has sent me to you.’” Exodus 3:14  (NRSV) 
 

To many, including myself for a time, God is seen as 

an imaginary friend or a finger in the sky or a bearded 

man above the clouds. While I won’t get into the 

origins of these conceptions of God, I will point out 
their common denominator: they all conceive God as 

a being—something tangible and within the realm of 

physicality. Understanding God according to this 
framework is instead misunderstanding God. The 

passage above taken from Exodus, during Moses’ 

initial encounter with God in the burning bush, reveals 
to us the foundation of the Christian conception of 

God—as I AM. But what does I AM mean? I’ll take 

as my foundation the philosophy of Anselm of 
Canterbury and Thomas Aquinas in my explanation. 

God is not a being (noun), or an item in the universe 

limited by its physical nature and bound to the order 
of the cosmos. Rather, God is to be (verb)—the act of 

being, and not a being itself. In other words, God is 

not a being among other beings or the greatest of 

all beings; God is not limited to a temporal nature 
or a physical state because God is beyond all of 

that. God is the complete and absolute other—

totally outside of the confines of temporal 
existence, yet paradoxically permeating 

throughout all of creation. To put it simply, God 

is ever distant yet ever near. Confusing? Damn 
right it is. Mysterious? Absolutely. But of course 

it is; if God is beyond beingness and totally other, 

the God truly is a mystery and has to be one. But 
don’t let God’s otherness take away anything 

from god’s presence. In fact, that’s a core 

paradox which is part of the mystery of God—
that God is ever distant yet ever near. In that 

mystery, that confusion, we can also find wonder 

and awe in the beauty beyond anything in this 
world. So, let’s cast away our views of God as a 

finger in the sky or a bearded man above the 

clouds, and allow ourselves to see God as totally 

other and as a wondrous mystery. 

mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:admin@saintj.com
mailto:srwarden@saintj.com
mailto:jrwarden@saintj.com
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 Donating to the Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir 

 
During Lent 2022 we will be singing Negro Spirituals in our worship. As part of our commitment to honor the 
roots of this music we invite you to join us in donating to 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir Scholarship Fund 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir is a nonprofit cultural arts performance organization. Its mission is to inspire 
joy and unity among all people through black gospel and spiritual music traditions. 

First established in 1986 the choir has grown to support 3 choirs, including a youth choir (since 1997) and a 
community choir (est. 2013) 

Find out more about the choirs at oigc.org. 

St. James’ will be matching our donations up to $1000 in this fundraiser.  

A box will be at the front of both churches for your donations during the Lenten season. Please make out 
checks to St. James’, with "Negro Spirituals" in the notes area. 

~Jennifer Ravera, Music Director 

Earth Day is April 22 

http://oigc.org/


The Window  April 2022                                                  6  

 Upcoming Events 

Summer Day Camp  
 
Returns to St. James’ for our 10th summer: 
July 25-29, 2022. Mark your calendars. 

McCutcheon Concert 
John McCutcheon will be at St. James’,  

in person, for our concert on  
Monday, June 13th, 2022, 7:30pm.  

 
John McCutcheon has postponed his Left Coast Tour. His concert at 
St. James' will be on Monday, June 13, 2022, at 7:30pm. We will 

honor all tickets sold for the 2022 concert on June 13. The prize 

drawing will also be held on June 13. If you have already put your 
raffle tickets in the bags, they will be honored. We will continue to 

sell concert and raffle tickets in May. Thank you for your 

understanding. If you have any questions, please 
email events@saintj.com.   

Disaster Preparedness Training Opportunity 
 
For the residents of Newark and Union City, there are various opportunities of free disaster 
preparedness-related trainings, via video conference on Wednesday nights per month, from 7:30 PM 
to 9:00 PM.  A sampling of classes is April 13th, IS-100 Introduction to ICS (Incident Command 
System); and on May 11th, PG&E Home Safety.  For those who are Newark/Union City CERT 
members, there are specified Saturday on-hands training on a quarterly basis.  You can log on at 
Newark CERT at https://www.newark.org/residents/disaster-preparedness-cert to receive news of 
these future trainings.   
 
Let your families and you be prepared for any type of disaster or emergency like wildfires and 

earthquakes.  

ALSO: 

The “AED/CPR Saturday Class Survey"  will have new class offerings later in the year since the class 

on June 5th is cancelled due to an unforeseen St. James' event. Because the majority of survey 
respondents indicated their interest in attending June 5th rather than June 11th, we will need to cancel 

this proposed class offering. Please look for this survey with new proposed dates in the near future. 

If you have not yet completed the survey, you can access it at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

BG982ND 

~Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

mailto:events@saintj.com
https://www.newark.org/residents/disaster-preparedness-cert
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BG982ND
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BG982ND
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Lilies For Easter 

Our Lenten adult 
formation series 
continues with Letting 
Go with All Your 
Heart, Soul, Strength, 
and Mind. Led by 
Intern Ingrid Jacobson, 
this group explores the 
theme of letting go, as 
we prepare ourselves to 
be transformed by 
deepening our 
relationship with God 
in Jesus over the six 
and a half weeks of 

Lent. 
 
We meet (on Zoom) for six Tuesday evenings, 7-8 
pm, from March 8-April 12. With the aid of a new 
daily devotional guide for the season of Lent from 
Living Compass, a spirituality and wellness initiative, 
each week will explore a different type of letting go: 
letting go of control; letting go of hurt and 
disappointment; letting go to enhance our health and 
well-being; letting go in love; letting go of ‘shoulds’; 
and letting go of expectations. Find the Zoom link 
here: https://saintj.com/wp/event/lenten-series-2022/  
Each participant will be given a printed copy of the 
daily devotional. The idea is for participants to follow 
along with it each day at home, and gather for weekly 
Zoom sessions to reflect, share, and deepen our 
practice of letting go, letting God. Ideally, participants 
will commit to attending all or most of the six 
sessions.  
 
Join us as we make this Lenten journey together. 
To sign up for the series (or get more information 
about it) email ingrid@saintj.com.  There are likely to 
be some extra copies of the daily devotional for 
people who would like one to use independently. 
journey together. You can also download a free PDF 
version here: 
https://shop.livingcompass.org/collections/advent-and-
lent-resources/products/living-well-through-lent-2022-
8-5x11-pdf-version  
To sign up or ask questions about the series, send an 
email to ingrid@saintj.com. 

~Ingrid Jacobson, Intern 

Lenten Series: Letting Go 
with All Your Heart, Soul, 

Strength, and Mind 

We celebrate Easter Sunday on April 17st this year.  
St. James' will again have lovely Easter Lilies 
decorating the church for our Easter Sunday service.  
Please help us with the decorating by providing a 
plant or plants “in memory” of a loved one or “in 
thanksgiving” for a loved one.   
 
A sign-up sheet for the Easter Lilies will be posted 
at the entrance of both the Little Church and the Big 
Church. There will also be a sign-up sheet inside the 
Parish Hall.  The names of the donors and the reason 
for donations will be placed in the Easter Bulletin.  
The cutoff date for names to be placed into the 
Easter bulletin is Wednesday,  April 6, 2022.  
 
The suggested donation for each Easter Lily plant is 
$10.00.  There will be envelopes located by the sign 
up sheets that can be used for your donation or you 
may use your pledge envelopes.  These envelopes 
can be dropped into the Collection Plates.  Please 
remember to write on the front of your envelope and 
on the check memo line “Easter Lily” donation.  
 
Thank you for supporting St. James' Easter Lily 
fund.   If you have any questions, please contact 
Katie Cunningham or Ruth Poole.  

https://saintj.com/wp/event/lenten-series-2022/
mailto:ingrid@saintj.com
https://shop.livingcompass.org/collections/advent-and-lent-resources/products/living-well-through-lent-2022-8-5x11-pdf-version
https://shop.livingcompass.org/collections/advent-and-lent-resources/products/living-well-through-lent-2022-8-5x11-pdf-version
https://shop.livingcompass.org/collections/advent-and-lent-resources/products/living-well-through-lent-2022-8-5x11-pdf-version
mailto:ingrid@saintj.com
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Vestry Voices: Expressions of Love @ St. James’ 

This month’s reflections are 

from Meg Amouroux 

Did you know that love and 
community can be found in a half 
double crochet stitch? 

 
I first came to St. James' in late 2003. By the 
following year, newly widowed and also welcomed 
with wide open doors by St. James', I was looking 
to see where I might fit in, where I might 
participate. One of the first ministries that called to 
me was the Comforters Guild, a group who 
gathered once a month on Saturday mornings to 
work on needlework projects in community with 
each other. No experience necessary? Great! 
 
The group's open invitation to knitters of all skill 
levels was about to be given a challenge: I'd always 
wanted to learn to knit, and multiple previous 
attempts never gained any traction. And yet, this 
time was different. I nervously showed up one 
Saturday morning, and it was like I'd been instantly 
adopted by a half-dozen new sisters and friends and 
aunties and grandmas! With loads of patience, and 
having to deal with my left-handedness 
and inability to remember what I was doing from 
month to month, they took turns showing me how to 
do the most basic of knitting stitches, and then 
crocheting. Their patience with me paid off, as I 
soon found my stride, being able to crochet basic 
squares AND carry on a conversation!  And while 
learning the stitches, I got to know some amazing 
new friends.  
 
I remember the ritual on those Saturday mornings 
well. The group would accept donations of yarn, 
and use their own as well. Hundreds of balls, skeins 
and smaller scraps of yarn were kept in huge clear 
plastic zipper-bags, sorted by 
color, and kept in cabinets in 
what is now the Choir Room. 
Valle, the group's organizer 
back then, would tap one of 
us to help her to haul out the 
bundles of yarn for the 
gathering in the Vestry Room 
(the best source good lighting 
and a big table!), where 
members could pull from the 
vast array of yarn for their 

latest projects. We always started the gathering with a 
prayer, usually one that remembered those who would 
one day receive our handiwork. I remember a 
comment once where someone noted that each stitch 
was a prayer. Attendees would bring cookies and 
coffee, and their latest projects to show off and often 
donate. We made larger blankets and lap 
blankets, prayer shawls, baby caps and adult beanies, 
and sometimes worked on personal projects like wall 
art.  Pieces made for donation were collected each 
month and hand-delivered to the children's hospital in 
Oakland, and the Seamen's Church Institute, a seafarer 
and mariner service agency also in Oakland.  The 
group even had tags made that could be sewn onto the 
edging: "Stitched with Love by Comforters Guild, St 
James' Episcopal, Fremont CA."   
 
The Comforters Guild had disbanded a few years back, 
but its effect on me continues nearly 20 years on. I 
may not do complicated or fancy pieces, but more 
importantly, this one ministry of St. James', this 3-
hour, once-a-month gathering was instrumental in 
showing me how to be less alone, and how to share of 
myself. The Comforters were a community within the 
larger family of St. James', just big enough for a shy 
newcomer to participate in without being 
overwhelmed.  They were encouraging, welcoming, 
generous, very talented, funny, and kind. They 
modeled the kind of person I wanted to be, even if I 
couldn't articulate that at the time.  
 
Ministries and communities are nouns, they are things. 
But they are also actions. St. James' is full of these 
actions, doing things both big and small, with love.  By 
joining in an existing ministry, even something small, 
consider that you just might find love and community 
that will enrich your life and stay with you forever, as 
well as giving to others.  
 

Or, what is something you find joy 
in, that you might do in community 
with others? Could you turn that 
into a ministry at St. James', to share 
that joy?  
 
Where might you, like I did, weave 
your way into the fabric of St. 
James'?  May we all find, or create, 
such places at St. James' where we 
can participate, and share.  
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February 2022 Executive Council’s Talking Points 
 

 The date of Diocesan Convention is October 28 and 29. 
 Approved moving forward with the sale of the contiguous portion of St. Cuthbert’s property in Oakland.  

FYI, St. Cuthbert Episcopal Church consists of a church building (at 7900 Mountain Blvd., Oakland, 
CA), a parish hall (at 7932 Mountain Blvd.), and a 3-bedroom/2-bath vicarage (located behind the parish 
hall at 7925 Sanford St. and currently rented from April 1, 2021, to March 31, 2022). In addition, there 
is a 1-bedroom/1-bath house (at 3725 Keller Ave.) left to the church in a life estate trust by Gloria 
Hewitt in 1997 for sexton Tom Burt to live in until his death when the property reverts to St. Cuthbert’s.  

 Before and after the official announcement of St. Cuthbert’s closure, Bishop Marc and the Canon to the 
ordinary received inquiries from various individuals and organizations. It was concluded that whatever 
facilities rental income which potentially might be received, it would not offset the costs of maintaining 
the entire property (including the Keller house), which the Diocese has been doing since October 2021 
without the funds in the diocesan budget to cover any of these costs.  

 Appointed the Reverend David Erickson to be the EC representative on the Governance Committee. 
 Rev. Gary England has transitioned to full time work and will be providing central support on the 

Human Resources including the development of the HR templates. 
~Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

Children & Youth Ministries 
 
Check current events at: https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/  or email Jan Scrutton, Children 
& Youth Minister, at: jan@saintj.com. 
 
Sunday School meets during the 10:30am service.  The children leave the service with Jan before the lessons 
and return in time for the Eucharist with their families.  In addition to hearing a story (our curriculum usually 
follows the lectionary) the children respond to the story with coloring, art, building or other projects.  High 

schoolers interested in helping out occasionally at Sunday School should 
contact Jan:  jan@saintj.com for more details and information on the 
short online training course. Our back catalogue of Sunday School book 
readings can be found  HERE.  
 
St. James’ Youth Group for 6th – 12th graders meets the second Sunday 
of the month from 6-8pm.   Contact jan@saintj.com for details of the 
next Episcopal Youth Fremont gathering. Episcopal Youth Fremont 
(EYF) welcomes all young people interested in gathering for fun, 
fellowship, and faith-based conversations.    

https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/
mailto:jan@saintj.com
mailto:jan@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/sharing-stories/
mailto:jan@saintj.com?subject=EYF%20-%20Zoom%20link
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Vestry Meeting Highlights 

Submitted by Meg Amouroux, Jr. Warden  

The vestry met Thursday, March 17. Invited guests Ingrid 
Jacobson and the Rev. Bill Hale joined. Rev. Lori is on 
Sabbatical until June 1. Vivienne Paratore led opening prayer.  
 
Sr. Warden Jim McConnell led the meeting. Bruce Roberts 
shared the John McCutcheon team's request to proceed with 
planning a January 2024 concert, which we approved. Also 
approved: February Vestry meeting minutes, financial reports, 
and staff and ministry reports. 
 
Jim shared the recent report from the Regathering Committee: we will continue to mask for all indoor 
meetings and services, and will continue to require vaccination proof for all attending services, strongly 
encouraging booster shots. Additional details will be shared with the parish by the Regathering Team.  
 
Conversation was held about ways St. James’ can support Ukraine. Vestry agreed to a private donation of a 
Ukrainian flag to hang outside the church. The Social Justice Task Force will help organize the flag’s 
donation, location(s) and timing of its display, and will share other ways of support (donations, charities, 
prayers, etc.). 
 
We approved support of the Corazon home-building trip to Mexico in June, organized by the Southern 
Alameda Deanery. Our donation amount will be determined by the number of Deanery churches 
participating. Deanery members will be encouraged to promote the program. 
 
Vestry gave approval for the Alameda County Registrar of Voters to use our Parish Hall for elections in 
June and November.  Non-sensitive equipment will be dropped off ahead of the elections and picked up 
after. Arrangements needed regarding unlocking and locking up the space.  
 
The vestry test-drove the new hybrid meeting style this month, with some members attending in person for 
the first time since early 2020. Others attended remotely via Zoom, and could see those in the Education 
Room. Early reviews as to the format were largely positive. Thank you to Samir Kalitta for running the 
show! We intend to use the Owl-Zoom set-up again at the April meeting.    
 
Approval was given for funding removal of two dead redwood trees in the park near the labyrinth. The 
vestry will ask Dave Nelsen for more information about what we can do to support the other redwoods on 
campus. 
 
The vestry approved requests by the Disaster Preparedness & Response Team: (1) To expand the offering 
of in-person CPR/AED training to Tri-City Interfaith Council, if response from the parish is insufficient. 
(2) To make calls to parishioners (listed in the directory) to confirm if they’d like to continue being on the 
Emergency Phone Tree. Notice of these calls would be noted ahead of time in The Window and the weekly 
email newsletter. 
 
Email votes from the past month were recorded: renaming the Camino de Santiago special interest fund to 
Social Justice/Reparations, and acceptance of the parochial report. 
 
The vestry entered into executive session for discussion. Upon returning from executive session, the vestry 
voted and approved the revised proposal regarding the rector's residence. 
 
The meeting adjourned. Vivienne closed the meeting with Compline. Next Vestry meeting: April 21.   
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Financial Summary for February, 2021 

Looking for a Zoom Link? 
 
With so many zoom gatherings happening during the 
week, it can be difficult to keep track of all of the links. 
A reminder that all of our zoom links can be found on 
our website, www.saintj.com. Look for the calendar on 
the right side of the homepage. For every event, you 
will find the zoom link. This enables you quick access 
to our gatherings, and eliminates the need for you to 
track each event or to sift through your email looking 
for a link. 

Fund Balances 2/28/2021 2/28/2022

Operating Fund $114,351.18 $89,005.95

Building Fund $29,369.92 $66,311.61

Pledges Budgeted  $59,215.00 $66,073.02

Pledges Paid $69,599.59 $65,073.02

Unpledged Contributions $1,208.46 $2,384.84

Other Op Income*  $106.28 $2,688.09

YTD Total Operating Income $70,914.33 $70,145.95

YTD Total Operating Expenses $61,038.37 $63,969.40

Income less Expenses $9,875.96 $6,176.55

Recruiting Coffee Hour Hosts 
 
Our ministry team needs new Coffee Hour Hosts for the fifth Sundays of the month (January, May, July, 
and October) for both services as well as partner hosts for first and third 10: 30 AM Sundays and on-call 
hosts whenever our regular hosts are off on vacations during the year whereby other hosts are unable to 
substitute.  Presently, there is a need for hosts for May 22, 2022, 10:30 AM service.  
 
Please consider this important ministry whereby we serve coffee, hot water and other drinks to our fellow 
parishioners and guests. Our present hosts are willing to train and mentor you.   If you are interested, please 
contact either Dave Nelsen at dave.nelsen@sbcglobal.net or Elaine Vallecillo-Miller at 
evallecillomiller@yahoo.com who are the co-facilitators for the Coffee Hour Hosts. 

http://www.saintj.com
mailto:dave.nelsen@sbcglobal.net
mailto:evallecillomiller@yahoo.com
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News For April 

St. James'           
Prayer List  

 
Most Holy God we pray: 

For Those in the Military 

Jarrod, Megan, Erica, Theresa, Mark, Tim, Louis, 
Caitlin, Emily, Robin, Adam, Dave, Shawn, Ethan, 
Paul, Matthew, Johnny, Johnathan, Darren, Robert 

For Healthcare Workers and Chaplains 

Evelyn, Jeff, Brian, Josephine, Mary, Polly, Alice, 
Bozena, Angela, Darcia, Mary, Tammy, Mana, 
Natalie, Dr. Johnathan, Megan, Gerald, Amber 

For Teachers, Principals, School Staff 

Jennifer, Monique, Toni, Jill, Sherea, Esther, Peter, 
Vivienne, Margaret, and those in our families and 
communities named in our hearts. 

For Those Who Need Comfort and Strength 

Frankie, Alice, The Johnson Family, The 
McConnell Family, Raajiv, The Dabney Family 

For Those Who Need Guidance and Direction 

Rebecca, Kenny, Lisa, Kelsey 

For Those Who Need Healing 

Ron, Julie, Gail, Craig, Linda, Diane, Barry, Jim, 
Bud, Jim, David, Pat, Marilyn, Don, Pat, John 
Michael, Sandra, Lonnie, Brenda, Tom, Peter, Mary  

For Those Who Have Passed Away 

Melvin, Michael, Lylas, Danny, Liz, Chris, Fr. Jim 

And for All of us impacted by the current 
pandemic 

 
 

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” list, 
please call or email the Church Office.  After six 
weeks, names are removed from the list.  Please 
renew your request as needed.   Thank you. 

04/09 Amy & Mark Reynolds

04/19 Bud & Jan Pearson

04/07 Ian Fuller

John Ndereba

04/08 Kaitlin Evans-Bodenrader

04/10 EJ Hilliard

04/13 Brigitte Reynolds

04/14 Tim Feeney

04/16 John Michael Butterfield

04/17 Tom Scrutton

04/20 Ruth Poole

04/21 Elvin Maina

04/22 Elaine Maina

04/23 Karl Drescher

04/24 Bill Hale

04/26 Elizabeth Hart

Michael Hart

04/28 Al Casas
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The next issue of The Window is in May. We wel-
come your comments, essays, poems, photos, 
book reviews, newsworthy items, and any group 
activity information.  
 
Email your submission to newsletter@saintj.com  

by:  April 15th 

Always @ St. James’ 

Blessing Bags for 
Distribution 

Let us remember those 
who have no shelter. Our 
Blessing Bags are 
available for you to give 
away. Each bag contains 
toiletries, water, food, 
socks, and a mask. We're 
using reusable cloth bags 
that can also serve as a 
backpack.  
 
Please note we are not 
taking donations other than monetary donations. 
This allows us to purchase what we need and to be 
consistent with what we are offering.  
 
Blessing Bags are available for you to pick up 
during office hours, Wednesdays & Thursdays 
between 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM in the office 
hallway.  

Calendar 
Access the church calendar for March here. 

Chair Exercise Class on 
Zoom 

 
Please join Sylvia Ma for a weekly Zoom class on 
chair exercises on Breathing/Qi Gong and Tai Chi/
Hsing I movements. No experience is necessary. 
Sessions held Tuesday mornings from 10:00 to 
11:00 AM. Please spread the word. All are welcome. 
If you are interested, email Sylvia at  
srwarden@saintj.com and she will send you the link. 
The link will also be found on the calendar at St 
James’ website https://saintj.com.  

Proof of Vaccination 
Required For Those 

Attending Indoor Services 
and Gatherings 

 
A reminder that proof of vaccination is required for 
all eligible 
participants. This 
does not apply to 
children under 12 
and those with a 
documented 
medical 
exemption. You 
can show your 
proof and grab a 
wristband to wear 
to church on subsequent Sundays.  Then, no need to 
show your proof again! 
 

Sign up for news from the 
Diocese! 

 
DioCal, the Diocese of California, publishes a weekly 
newsletter via email which you can receive by 
signing up HERE. The web site for the diocese is 
https://www.diocal.org/. 
 
 

mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/about-us/events/action~month/exact_date~1646121600/request_format~html/
mailto:srwarden@saintj.com?subject=Chair%20Exercise%20Class
https://saintj.com
https://saintj.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=537d825180d53456df3c7fad1&id=f995d1f2aa&e=8114e325a2
https://www.diocal.org/
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Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 
MAIL TO: PO Box 457 
Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

 
http://saintj.com  

Tel: (510) 797-1492 
 

Office Hours 
Wednesdays & Thursdays 

10 AM to 1 PM 
 

WORSHIP TIMES 
Sunday Services: 

In-Person at 8 AM and 10:30 AM 
Live-streamed at 10:30 AM, recording 

available to view thereafter. 
 

Wednesday Service: 10 AM on Zoom 
 

Morning Prayer: 8-8:30 AM 
Monday-Friday via Zoom.  Contact 

bhale@saintj.com for the link. 

VESTRY 

 Senior Warden .... srwarden@saintj.com 
    Jim McConnell 
 
Junior Warden ..... jrwarden@saintj.com 
                      Meg Amouroux 
                        

Bob Bynum 
Nancy Castaneda 

Samir Kalitta 
Mary Francis Leopold 

Peter Maina 
Greg Miller 

Sally Morgan 
Beverly Mosier 

Vivienne Paratore 
 

Vestry Clerk: Elizabeth Hart 
 
 
 

Other Important Coordinators  
 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors:  
George Siegmann 

Eucharistic Visitors: The Rev. Lori Walton 
Altar Guild: Katie Cunningham 

Ushers: Burtin Hart 
Facilities: facilities@saintj.com 

Convention Delegates 

Email our delegates at: stjdeanery@saintj.com  

Greg Miller | Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

Jim McConnell | Ken Trant | Scott Whitaker 

Alternate to Convention 

Sally Morgan 

The Window  Staff 

Janet Fischer | Laura Winter 

Article submission: newsletter@saintj.com 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector  lori@saintj.com 

(On Sabbatical until June 1, 2022)       

The Rev. Dr. Bill Hale, Assisting Priest 
bhale@saintj.com 

Jan Scrutton, Children and Youth Minister 
jan@saintj.com 

Ron Cook, Office Administrator admin@saintj.com 

Jennifer Ravera, Music Director music@saintj.com 

Bruce Roberts, Treasurer treasurer@saintj.com 

http://www.saintj.com/
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:srwarden@saintj.com
mailto:jrwarden@saintj.com
mailto:facilities@saintj.com
mailto:stjdeanery@saintj.com
mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
mailto:window@saintj.com?subject=Newsletter%20submission
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:admin@saintj.com
mailto:music@saintj.com
mailto:treasurer@saintj.com

