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Photo Tribute

please stand as we begin the service

Opening Anthem and Prayers

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee H376
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I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever.   

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.  
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger.   

For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies.  
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,  
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord’s possession.  

Happy from now on 
are those who die in the Lord!  
So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors.

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant   Let us pray.

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother Melvin.  
We thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to love as a 
companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who 
mourn.  Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confi -
dence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with
those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal graciously with 
Alice and others in Melvin’s family in their grief. Surround them with your love, that 
they may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confi dence in your goodness, 
and strength to meet the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



4

Holy Scripture

A Reading from the Book of Lamentations  Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33
David Locicero, Alice’s son 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
   his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning;
   great is your faithfulness. 
‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul,
   ‘therefore I will hope in him.’ 

The Lord is good to those who wait for him,
   to the soul that seeks him. 
It is good that one should wait quietly
   for the salvation of the Lord. 
For the Lord will not
   reject forever. 
Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
   according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 
for he does not willingly affl  ict
   or grieve anyone.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Psalm 121  in unison
led by David Locicero

1  I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
  from where is my help to come?
2  My help comes from the LORD, *
  the maker of heaven and earth.
3  He will not let your foot be moved *
  and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.
4  Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
  shall neither slumber nor sleep;
5  The LORD himself watches over you; *
  the LORD is your shade at your right hand,
6  So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
  nor the moon by night.
7  The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; *
  it is he who shall keep you safe.
8  The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *
  from this time forth for evermore.

A Reading from the Revelation to John Revelation 21:2-7
Dominick Locicero, Alice’s son

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the fi rst things have passed away.’ 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ 
Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said 
to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To 
the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who 
conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Come, ye thankful people, come H290
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The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John. John 14:1-6
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that 
I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And 
you know the way to the place where I am going.’

Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?’
 
Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ

Words: Henry Alford (1810–1871), alt.
Music: St. George’s, Windsor, George Job Elvey (1816–1893); desc. Craig Sellar Lang (1891–1971)  77. 77. D
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Homily & Remembrances   The Rev. William Hale, Celebrant
Ron Johnson, Melvin’s son
Craig Locicero, Alice’s son
David Locicero, Alice’s son

The Apostles’ Creed 

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us
proclaim our faith and say,

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
        and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suff ered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucifi ed, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting.  Amen
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Prayers of the People Peter Maina, friend

For our brother Melvin, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am 
Resurrection and I am Life.” 

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for 
Melvin, and dry the tears of those who weep.
Hear us, Lord.

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.
Hear us, Lord.

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life.
Hear us, Lord.

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of 
heaven.
Hear us, Lord.

Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him 
fellowship with all your saints.
Hear us, Lord.

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your 
heavenly kingdom.
Hear us, Lord.

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother Melvin; let our faith be our 
consolation, and eternal life our hope.
Hear us, Lord.

The Offi  ciant says a concluding prayer. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother Melvin, who was reborn by water 
and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your victory 
over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father’s love. Give 
us, we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and where you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages.
Amen.

The Peace

All stand.  The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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I am the bread of life  H335

Words: Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927), adapt. of John 6 © 1971 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.
Music: I Am the Bread of Life, Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927); arr. Betty Pulkingham (b. 1928) © 1970, 1975, Celebration, P.O.
 Box 409 Aliquippa, PA 15001, USA. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.  Irr. with Refrain
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All who desire to may receive Holy Communion.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant   The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant 
It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose 
victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting life.  
For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal 
body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Celebrant and People
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.
   Hosanna in the highest.
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
   Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infi nite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and off ered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifi ce for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suff ering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
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is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People Christ has died,
    Christ is risen,
    Christ will come again.
Celebrant 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifi ce of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we off er you these 
gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for 
ever. AMEN.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant   Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrifi ced for us;
People   Therefore, let us keep the feast, Alleluia.
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When prompted by the usher, please come forward for communion.

In this season of pandemic, we are off ering the bread and not the wine, 
understanding that communion in one kind is a full and complete communion. When 
receiving the bread, hold out your hands, placing your dominant hand under your 
non-dominant. Then, take the bread back to your pew, securely holding it. Please 
refreain from consuming the bread until all have received and are back in their pews. 
The priest will invite you to eat the bread with the words, “The Body of Christ, the 
Bread of Heaven.”

Even if you do not wish to receive Communion, you are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. Instead of receiving the bread, simply cross your arms over your chest and 
the priest will give you a blessing.

The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant and People
 Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have 

fed us with the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your 
heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a 
comfort in affl  ication, and a pledge of our inheritance in that 
kingdom where there is no death, neigher sorrow nor crying, 
but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen.

The Commendation
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of humankind; and we are mortal, 
formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return.  For so did you ordain when you 
created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to 
the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Melvin. Acknowledge, 
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own fl ock, a sinner 
of your own redeeming.  Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed 
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.

The Blessing and Dismissal
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People        Thanks be to God.
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Recessional

Lift ev’ry voice and sing  L1
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Words: James Weldon Johnson (1871–1938)
Music: J. Rosamond Johnson (1873–1954)
 © 1921 by Edward B. Marks Music Company. Copyright Renewed. International Copyright Secured. All Rights 
 Reserved. Used by Permission.
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Please join the Johnson Family in continuing the celebration of
Melvin’s life with a reception on the patio.

In lieu of fl owers, donations are welcome to:
St. James’ Episcopal Church

PO Box 457
Fremont, CA 94537-0457

or
Abode Services

10849 Fremont Boulevard
Fremont, CA  94538

The Reverend William Hale, Offi  ciant
Jennifer Ravera, Music Director

Marlene Bendict, Gregg Feeney, Burtin Hart,
Charisma Pangilinan, Ushers

Permission to reprint and podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-715397. All rights reserved.


