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WELCOME to ST. JAMES' EPISCOPAL CHURCH

LITURGY and the SEASON OF EPIPHANY
The Episcopal way of worshipping has been in existence for centuries, and closely follows
the ancient rites of the early church. Our primary texts are the Holy Bible (with the
preferred translation being the New Revised Standard Version) and the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer. If there are things about our worship that are new to you or do not
make sense, be patient with the unfamiliarity. Consider that you are entering a
conversation with God and the faithful which began centuries before we were here and
will continue after we are gone. Just join in as you are, and bear with us as we are, and we
will all be changed as we go.

The Season of Epiphany begins on the Feast of Epiphany, when we celebrate, among
other things, the visit of the Magi (Three Kings or Three Wise Men) to the Christ Child.
The word "epiphany" means "appearance" or manifestation"; the Feast of Epiphany and
its season celebrated the appearance of God to the Gentiles (those who are not Jews)
represented by the Magi. As the Magi came to adore Jesus, so too do we approach that
humble stable in Bethlehem, falling on our knees in adoring the Incarnate God. Yet, the
Magi were not merely called to come and adore Christ—they were sent back to their
homelands, returning "by another road" (Matthew 2:12). That "other road" signals their
spiritual transformation brought on by their encounter with the Lord. May we, on this
feats and during this season, be opened to the calling and sending of Jesus Christ.

2

We are an an inclusive, diverse, multi-cultural, and queer-affirming faith community that
welcomes all seekers, believers, and people of goodwill. Our primary sacrament of
initiation into the Church is the sacrament of Holy Baptism, and all baptisms in the name
of the Trinity are recognized. If you are not yet baptized and wish to explore this
sacrament, you are encouraged to speak to a clergy person.

If you are visiting us, please introduce yourself at the door. We invite you to fill out a
visitor's card and either place it in the offertory plate or hand it to an usher. You can also
sign the visitor book as you exit the church.

Please join us in food and fellowship on the patio after the service.



CHILDREN  and WORSHIP
Children are welcome in church and we understand that sometimes that means wiggles and
noises. As you enter church there are two family areas to the left side of the sanctuary
where you will find crayons, pencils, activity sheets and bookshelves as a resource for
engaging children. If you need a quiet place for infants and toddlers our nursery is available
at the back of the sanctuary with space for feeding and changing.
 

Sunday School, for children aged 4 through 6th grade, meets during our 10:30am service.
Children gather outside for games at 10:15am before moving to the Sunday School
classroom located in the Education building. They rejoin their families in the Church part-
way through the service so that they may celebrate Holy Communion with the whole
community. 
 

Our youth group meets at alternate times during the month and for more information on
that or our Sunday School please contact our Children and Youth minister, Jan Scrutton
(jan@saintj.com)
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LITURGY OF THE WORD
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Please stand as the hymn is sung and the altar party enters the sanctuary.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN & PROCESSION

THE ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and
for ever. Amen.

ALMIGHTY GOD, to you all hearts are open, all desires   
    known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
    thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
    Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
    magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY

HYMN OF PRAISE            VF107

As the three wise men
brought their gifts of
gold, frankincense and
myrrh to the Christ
Child, so too do we
approach the Lord in
worship lifting up our
prayers, giving thanks,
and offering our lives in
love and service.

This collect, written in
the 11th century, was
translated from Latin
to English by Thomas
Cranmer for the 1549
Prayer Book.

This collect invokes the
third person of the
Trinity, the Holy Spirit,
in making our hearts &
minds clean so that we
can become and remain
faithful to God's will
and law.

The hymn of praise for
this season comes from
the hymnal Voices
Found: Women in the
Church's Song. This
hymnal is a collection
of songs by and about
women.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

FIRST READING

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Reader
People

SECOND READING

PSALM See Insert

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Katherine K. Davis
(1982-1980), American
composer and teacher,
composed this hymn. She
is most notable for her
Christmas song "The
Little Drummer Boy."

In this hymn, Davis
praises the glory of God
and the beauty of
creation. From the
streams of water to the
towering mountains, we
are immersed in the
natural beauty brought
forth from God's divine
intelligence. Therefore,
we rightfully give thanks
and rejoice.

Collects, which began
to be included in the
liturgy in the 6th
century, gather us in a
prayer at the
beginning of worship.

This prayer varies by
Sunday or occasion,
yet is always grounded
in praise and petition.

The First Reading is
taken from the Hebrew
Scripture, detailing the
work and history of the
Jewish people.

The Second Reading is
taken from Acts
(chronicling the works of
the apostles) or the
Epistles (the letters the
Apostles wrote to
Christian communities).
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GOSPEL HYMN            COME LIGHT OF GOD

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Reader

People

after the reading of the Gospel

Reader
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

READING OF THE GOSPEL

(Repeat three times)

GOSPEL HYMN            COME LIGHT OF GOD
(Repeat three times)

THE SERMON

In this Gospel Hymn, we
beckon God's light to
"enlighten our hearts," to
illumine the darkness
brought on by ignorance
and sin so that our
hearts may be set alight
the the fire of God's love,
in turn leading us to
better understand God's
will for us and for this
world.

Gospel, meaning "Good
News" in Greek, is truly
good—its goodness being
rooted in the reality of
the Incarnation, God
taking on human form
in Christ Jesus.

We listen attentively to
these narratives,
understanding that Jesus
encompasses both
theology and human
history, embedding
Himself into humanity
through words and
wonders.

By becoming human,
Jesus brought God's light
to us, for he is the "light
of the world" (John 8:12).
In turn, we are made
bearers of that light, for
Christ calls us the "the
light of the world"
(Matthew 5:14)
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WE BELIEVE in one Lord, Jesus Christ.
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

E BELIEVE IN ONE GOD                                                      
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

THE NICENE CREED

WE BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Nicene Creed, the
ancient statement of our
Christian faith, was
formulated during the
Council of Nicaea, which
took place in 325 AD.

It was formulated not
merely as a means to
clearly define Christian
doctrine (as the faith
was still in its early
years), but to combat
teachings such as
Arianism that challenged
the nature of Christ.

The Creed is sectioned
into three parts: God the
Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. At
the heart of each section
is the power and work of
each person in the
Trinity.

We declare and affirm
the glory of the Triune
God as well as the divine
plan for salvation
history, encompassing
the creation of the
universe, the
incarnation of Jesus, and
the work of the Church.

By professing this creed
using the collective word
"We," we recognize our
unity under one Lord,
one faith, and one
baptism.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the world in which the Prince of Peace took flesh
and form, saying: Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We give you thanks, Holy One, for the light that has come into the
darkness of our world, for the truth illuminated, for the pathway
that has opened, for the rejoicing of your people. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the feet of those who bring good news,
friendship, comfort, food, shelter, and medicine for healing. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the church of Christ Jesus and for all people
of faith whose attention to the way of peace tears down walls that
keep us apart. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We give you thanks and we pray for this country and for every
nation that seeks wisdom, where leaders work for the well-being of
the poor, so that no one is hungry or homeless, and every child is
valued and nourished. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We pray for the knowledge and courage to be good stewards of all
that you have given us: ourselves, our neighbors, the strangers
among us, the oceans and rivers, the air and soil, creatures large and
small, that we may continue to be blessed with health and life. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

HEAR US, O GOD

As we invoke the mercy
of God, we ask God to
have mercy—to show
compassion and
understanding—on the
petitions we present so
that God may recognize
their merit and grant 
the grace for them to be
fulfilled.

We bring to God our
prayers and petitions,
declaring them out loud
in the presence of the
Lord and each other.

By offering these prayers
aloud and together to
God, we remind
ourselves of our common
trust in God's
faithfulness, as well as
our common call to unite
ourselves to God through
the sacred conversation
that is prayer.
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We pray for those whose flesh is harmed by poverty, sickness, and
cruelty of any kind, that the Word-made-flesh may so fill your world
with the power to heal that all people would be made strong and 
whole. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We pray for those who have died, that they may have rest in life
eternal, and that at the end of our days, we, too, may partake in your
heavenly kingdom. 

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We pray for all who have commended themselves to our prayers.  I
invite your own intercessions and thanksgivings at this time.

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We commend all these things to you and offer our thanksgiving,
trusting that what we have left unsaid, your holy wisdom can
unearth; in the name of the One who came among us in the power
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

CELEBRATIONS

WATCH OVER YOUR CHILDREN, O Lord, as their
days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be.
Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in
their hearts may your peace which passes understanding
abide all the days of their lives—through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

When prompted, please join in the following prayer:

In praying together as a
community, we do not
simply pray on behalf of
ourselves, but for others
and all of creation. We
acknowledge the
sufferings and trials of
our fellow siblings, and
the immense strain
being placed on the the
earth. Through these
petitions, we are called
to hear, see, and act in
the name of God.

Although we are not able
to voice each and every
one of our prayers and
thanksgivings, due to
time constraints and/or
some not coming to
mind at the moment, we
understand that God
knows what is in our
hearts.

The "passing of the
peace" allows us to
gracefully greet one
another by saying "the
peace of Christ be with
you," or simply "peace be
with you." The typical
response is "and also
with you."
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OFFERTORY HYMN See Insert

THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE TABLE
All who seek a deeper relationship with Christ may receive communion.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

People

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you
are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant

People

At your command all things came to be: the
vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile
earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have
their being. 

Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth
the human race, and blessed us with memory...

For quick access to our giving
page to make a donation to the
ministries of our church, scan
the QR code below with your
phone camera.

Eucharistic Prayer C is
also unique in its use of
modern scientific
terminology in regards
to the universe, using
words such as
"interstellar space" and
"galaxies." 

The use of such language
affirms God's role as
creator of all, willing all
of creation into
existence through God's
divine will. 

This eucharistic prayer,
Eucharistic Prayer C,
comes from the Book of
Common Prayer (1979). It
is unique among the
other EPs in that it is
responsorial, reflecting
the tradition of Eastern
Christianity.
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Celebrant ...reason, and skill. You make us the rulers of
creation. But we turned against you, and
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one
another. 

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in
your sight. 

Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return.
Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you
sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom
and peace. 

People By his blood, he reconciled us. By his
wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the
heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation
who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim
with them your glory, in their unending hymn. 

SANCTUS  |  THREE-FOLD HOLY S125

In our humility, we
acknowledge that we
have sinned and are
prone to sin—to turn
from God or to do wrong
against God and our
neighbors.

However, in God's
mercy, we understand
that we are forgiven if
we are truly sorry and
are willing to amend our
lives.

God desires all of
humanity and creation
to be united to Godself,
for everything comes
from God and everything
shall be united to God.

The three-fold Holy of
the Sanctus (Latin for
Holy) was sung by the
Angels who appeared to
the shepherds not long
after the birth of Jesus.

Revelation 4:8 says that
this hymn is eternally
sung by four heavenly
creatures. In the liturgy,
we echo this never
ceasing song of praise to
Almighty God, declaring
God's majesty and glory.
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Celebrant

And so we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a
new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Celebrant Remembering now his work of redemption, and
offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

People We celebrate his death and resurrection, as
we await the day of his coming. 

Celebrant Lord God of our Ancestors; God of Abraham
and Sarah, Isaac and Rebeccah, Jacob and
Rachel and Leah. Open our eyes to see...

Title: The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus; Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937); 
Copyright: Copyright © 1971, 1977, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.

The Epiclesis, or the
Invocation, calls upon
the Holy Spirit to bless
both the bread & wine as
well as ourselves; that
the bread & wine may
become Christ's body &
blood truly present, and
that we may be faith-
filled and believe in
Christ's presence in the
sacrament. We also ask
the Holy Spirit to bless
the bread in wine so that
they may be a worthy
offering to Almighty God.

The "institution
narrative," the words
said by Christ at the Last
Supper, is the central
component of the
Eucharist. These words
are found in 1
Corinthians 11:23-26,
passed on by Paul in his
first epistle (letter) to the
people of Corinth.

In the Memorial
Acclamation, we declare
with one voice the three
points central to
salvation history: the
death, resurrection, and
coming of Jesus.
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Celebrant ...your hand at work in the world about us.
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to
this Table for solace only, and not for strength;
for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the
grace of this Holy Communion make us one
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may
worthily serve the world in his name.

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking
of the Bread. 

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Holy God,
through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your
church gives honor, glory, and worship, from
generation to generation. Amen. 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to
say:

We come to the Lord's
Table knowing that we
do not merely seek
consolation, but strength
to overcome our own
sins and the trials of this
world. 

As people on the
pilgrimage of faith, we
understand that Christ's
victory over death has
won us everlasting life.
Therefore, we are to
enter into the depths of
our own humanity and
the world's chaos
desiring to see the
beauty in all things,
possessing a radical
hope that is founded on
the person of Jesus
Christ.

We are "bold" to recite
the Lord's Prayer
because we are confident
and fearless in attesting
to all of these points—
from God's name being
sacred to forgiving those
who have wronged us.

The Lord's Prayer is a
guide for how we should
pray (but definitely not
the only way):
acknowledging the subject
of our prayer (God),
recognizing who God is &
what God has done and
will do for us, and
understanding what we
need to do in our own
lives.
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FRACTION HYMN            S155

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.

When invited by the usher, please come forward for communion.

In this season of pandemic, we are offering the bread and not the
wine, understanding that communion in one kind is a full and
complete communion. When receiving the bread, hold out your
hands, placing your dominant hand under your non-dominant.
Then, take the bread back to your pew, securely holding it. Please
refrain from consuming the bread until all have received and are
back in their pews. The priest will invite you to eat the bread with
the words, "The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven."

Even if you do not wish to receive Communion, you are invited to
come forward for a blessing. Instead of receiving the bread, simply
cross your arms over your chest and the priest will give you a
blessing.

GUIDE for COMING TO THE ALTAR

Title: The Holy Eucharist, Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover; Music: Gerald R. Near (b. 1942); 
Copyright: © 1985 by Aureole Editions, Dallas, Texas.

Both the Hebrew
Scripture and New
Testament speak of a
sacrificial lamb slain for
the sake of humanity.
Just as a spotless & pure
lamb was sacrificed
during Passover when
the Israelites were still
enslaved in Egypt, Jesus
is the sinless Son of God,
the "Lamb of God," who
sacrificed his life so that
sin & death may be
destroyed and eternal
life be gained for
humanity.

By "keeping the feast,"
we continue to celebrate
the Passover meal
celebrated by Christ with
His apostles on the night
of the Last Supper.

We come to the altar
bearing our joys, our
burdens, our gifts, our
suffering—our whole
selves—to God, knowing
that God will embrace us
as we are, and call us to
be transformed by God's
boundless love.



15

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

ALMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we thank you for
feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body
and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members
of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given
us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ
our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant

People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

People & Celebrant

Celebrant Let us pray.

See Insert

In this prayer after Holy
Communion, we
recognize that the
Eucharist is food that
nourishes us for our
journey—the pilgrimage
of life as we seek to unite
ourselves to God. 

We are to go forth into
creation as people whose
sins have been forgiven,
our brokenness healed,
and our lives renewed by
Christ in order to make
Him present in the world
—proclaiming not only
Christ crucified but also
Christ risen. 

To "go in peace" is not a
mere sentiment; it is a
call to make visible the
radical love of God by
our actions and words.
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