
October 1, 2021 

Dear Member of St. James’, 

As we enter this fall, the second fall with the weight of the pandemic on us and a time when it is difficult to 
discern how different the world will be on the other side of it, I am acutely aware of how grateful I am for 
each one of you.  Whether I’ve seen you these past months or not, I have reflected on the joy I have found 
in being in community with you.  I have prayed for you and have asked God to bestow the blessings of 
health and safety upon you and your families.   

We look towards 2022 knowing that many in our community have moved or have died, leaving an absence 
that cannot be filled.  At the same time, we have new people among us, bringing fresh energy to our com-
mon life.  The cycle of life continues and through God’s grace, we continue to grow into a church that is 
more like God’s Kingdom with each passing year. 

This year, our pledge campaign focuses on our gifts.  Our gifts come in many forms – the gift of time to 
serve others, the gift of skills and talents to build up our various circles, the gift of finances to enable us to 
participate in organizations that further God’s work in the world.  As people of faith, we believe that every 
perfect gift and every act of generosity is given to us from above, given to us by a God who cares for us, 
who shepherds us to do good works, who enables us to be the best we can be to better the world. 

The following pages demonstrate the many gifts of God given to St. James’.  We have created a community 
where everyone can find a place to participate.  We have furthered God’s goodness in the world through 
our outreach to the underserved.  We have built a house that has a firm financial foundation to see us into 
the new year.  All of this is possible through our faith in God. 

There is still more work to do, of course. To this end, I and the Vestry invite you to prayerfully consider 
how you will participate in our common life through your financial contribution.  Because of the losses of 
this past year, we anticipate our need for robust pledging on your part to be higher than in years past. 
When you consider what to pledge, keep in mind the good works of St. James’ and the blessing St. James’ 
has been in your own life. If you are able, consider increasing your contribution.  If you are new to pledging 
or have not given in the past, consider joining us in the shared effort of keeping St. James’ viable and in 
continuing the good works of this congregation. 

Every gift is from above, every gift is honored, every gift is valued.  May this upcoming year meet you with 
the continued love of God and grace through Christ Jesus.  May St. James’ continue to be a gift to the 
world. 

 

Lori A. Walton 

Rector 

PS: fill out the enclosed pledge card and mail it back to us or drop it in the collection plate when we collect 

and bless our bounty on the First Sunday of Advent, November 28.  
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THE WAYS OF GIVING AT SAINT JAMES’ 

There are many, many ways of contributing, both through volunteering and donating funds.  

 

Contribute to the financial health of the church 
through the Pledging, Endowment Board, Stewardship 
Committee, Fund-raising a portion of your Treasure. 

Help with the Spiritual Formation of all generations 
through participating in Adult Faith Formation, Sunday 
School, Bible Studies, volunteer at Vacation Bible 
School. 

Join in church governance by being on the Vestry, join-
ing as a Delegate to Convention, contributing to Dioce-
san Committees. 

Get the Word out by contributing to our Newsletter, 
Weekly Emails, advertise our Special Events, follow-up 
with Visitors, invite Friends to Join Us. 

Help keep our grounds beautiful by joining the periodic 
Campus Clean-Ups, tending the Memorial Garden, 
keeping our campus green, and taking care of many 
other building and ground maintenance issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join in making Sunday Wor-

ship happen by serving as 

an Acolyte, singing in the 

Adult Choir, serving as a 

Reader, serving as an Usher 

or Greeter, creating our 

sacred space through the 

Altar Guild.  

 

Create community by joining in the Men’s Summer 
Trip, Ladies Retreat (Flatlanders), Available for Lunch, 
Tai Chi. Contribute to Sunday Coffee Hour, serve on 
the Hospitality Team, offer Receptions for funerals, 
work on the annual McCutcheon Concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reach out to the greater community through serving 
meals at Sunrise Village and Centerville Free Dining, 
donating school supplies for underserved Children, re-
housing families through Abode Home Warming, 
bringing light to the homebound at Hillside Senior 
Care Center. 

 

WHERE DOES OUR MONEY GO?  

In short, everywhere!  We know our giving funds the 
day-to-day operations of the church, but the real im-
pact is seen in our community. 

During the stay-at-home order, our staff and volun-
teers developed and delivered Faith @ Home bags for 
140 households for Holy Week, Home altars, Advent 
and Lent. 
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THE WAYS OF GIVING AT SAINT JAMES’ 

Our giving makes an impact in the world.  St. James’ has 
been a leader in supporting organizations that combat 
hunger, homelessness and domestic violence.  

Over the last few years, we’ve donated $3,000 to SAVE, an 
organization combating domestic violence, and have regu-
larly contributed to the Centerville Free Dining Room. 

Since 2009, we’ve contributed over $15,000 to Abode Ser-
vices, including food donations through our Vigil against 
Homelessness. 

To address childhood poverty, we undertake outreach 
appeals for the Abode Services and the Union City Family 
Center (UCFC).   

This past year, we’ve donated over $1,000 in gift cards for 
shoes and coats, and over $250 for toiletries.  

Approximately $1,500 in school supplies and gift cards 
were delivered to Abode Services and UCFC, including sci-
entific calculators, thumb drives, socks and masks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N95 masks were delivered to UCFC and Abode Services.  A 
donation of $1,000 was made to support Fremont Educa-
tion Foundations Tech fund for computers, hotspots and 
technology for remote learning. 

 

Your donations to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund 
generously support our Blessing Bags ministry for the 
homeless. Each bag includes: bottled water, a tin of 
meat, fork and napkin, wash cloth, socks, face mask, 
hand sanitizer, toothbrush & tooth paste, soap, 
shampoo, & conditioner. 

Our efforts to make the world a better place reaches 
beyond our local community as well.  Along with la-
bor, we’ve recently donated $2,450 towards the 
building of a house in Mexico.  We support two 
teenagers in Kenya, Hope and Miriam.  Our support 
of between $2,600-$3,600 a year enables them to 
attend school. 
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THE WAYS 

 

When determining how much of your household budget to give to the ministry of the Church, seeing the big picture is im-

portant.  The bar graph shows a summary of the Church's pledge income from 2021.  Looking at this data, we can see that 33% of 

our income is sourced from a few pledges.  In order to meet our expected 2022 budget, the average annual pledge would need to 

be in excess of $4,500.  When discerning your offering for 2022, you might ask if you can reach the $4,500 level.  If you're above 

the $4,500 giving threshold, you might challenge yourself to increase your pledge by 10% (the estimated growth in our budget for 

2022).   

The chart provided shows what proportional giving looks like.  The biblical model is to give 10% of your household income to the 

work of the church.  Where do you land on this chart?  Are you able to increase your giving by 2%, 5%, 10%?  As you can see from 

the details of this report, St. James' does amazing work in reaching out to our community and reaching in to our own members to 

create a healthy and sustainable spiritual home.  Your contribution makes this happen, and we are eternally grateful for whatever 

you are able to give, both in finance and in volunteerism.  
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