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The Lighting of the Paschal Candle (St. Bartholomew’s, Livermore)
In the darkness, fire is kindled.

Celebrant  Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord 
Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed 
throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the 
Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his 
victory over death.

Let us pray.

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your 
light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with 
heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting 
light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon, 
bearing the Candle, leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and 
singing:

The Deacon, standing near the Candle, chants the Exsultet. 
Within the home, individual candles are lit.

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout 
Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for 
darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 
resound with the praises of your people. 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the 
Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

Welcome and Announcements
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It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and 
voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the 
Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful 
people.
This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage 
in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land.

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, 
and are restored to grace and holiness of life.

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious 
from the grave. How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and 
loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son.

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It 
restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and 
hatred, and brings peace and concord.  How blessed is this night, when earth and 
heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God.
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Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice of this lighted candle, which your holy 
Church makes before you, and offer to you by the hands of your servants, the work 
of the bees, your creatures. May it shine continually to drive away all darkness, as we 
celebrate the solemnity of our redemption. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows 
no setting, find it ever burning--he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives 
and reigns …

Candles may now be extinguished.

The Liturgy of the Word

First Lesson (Holy Cross, Castro Valley)    Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Response        Contemplative silence
Celebrant  Let us pray.     (Silence)

Celebrant  O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, 
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 
humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Second Lesson (St. James, Fremont)   Exodus 14:10 - 15:1
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
Response    "Let my people go" (arr. Roger Emerson)

Celebrant   Let us pray.     (Silence)

Celebrant   O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, 
you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery 
under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of 
Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring 
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of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Third Lesson (St. Anne’s, Fremont)   Isaiah 55:1-11
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Response: Canticle 9, The First Song of Isaiah: Ecce, Deus
Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
    I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
    and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
    from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
    see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
    and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Celebrant   Let us pray.     (Silence)

Celebrant   O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and 
you renew the earth by your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst for 
you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fourth Lesson (St. Clare’s, Pleasanton)   Ezekiel 37:1-14
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
Response      In Christ alone by Mark Hayes
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Celebrant  Let us pray.     (Silence)

Celebrant  Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out 
of sin into righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by 
your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fifth Lesson (All Saints, San Leandro)   Zephaniah 3:14-20
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Response        Psalm 98
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *
     for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
     has he won for himself the victory. 
   
3 The LORD has made known his victory; *
     his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
   
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
     and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
   
5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
     lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
   
6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, *
     with the harp and the voice of song. 
   
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
     shout with joy before the King, the LORD.  

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
     the lands and those who dwell therein. 
   
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
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Celebrant
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into 
his death, and raised with him to newness of life.  I call upon you, therefore, now that 
our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy 
Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve 
God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.

     and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
     when he comes to judge the earth. 
   
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
     and the peoples with equity.
Celebrant  Let us pray.     (Silence)

Celebrant  O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on 
your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of 
your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world 
see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which 
had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their 
perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew 
  your commitment to Jesus Christ?
People  I do.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty,

 creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the Virgin Mary.



8

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 	 	 was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried.
  He descended to the dead.
  On the third day he rose again.
  He ascended into heaven,
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
   the holy catholic Church,
   the communion of saints,
   the forgiveness of sins,
   the resurrection of the body,
   and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
  in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
  repent and return to the Lord?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the  Good  News of God 
  in Christ?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor 
  as yourself?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
  and respect the dignity of every human being?
People  I will, with God’s help.
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Celebrant 
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth 
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in 
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
The Easter News is Declared
Celebrant  Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
People The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia!

Celebrant  Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
People The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia!

Celebrant  Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
People The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia!

Homemade noisemakers, pots, pans, clapping hands, are used to elevate the 
proclamation of Easter.  Join in!

Paschal Troparion W817
The Troparion is sung with enthusiasm and feet are stomped!
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Sequence

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and 
we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if 
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives 
to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans Rom 6:3-11

The Collect for Easter
Celebrant The Lord be with you
People  And also with you
   Let us pray.

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's 
resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us 
in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in 
sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen
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The Reading of the Gospel Mark 16:1-8
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the 
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been 
saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the 
tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed 
in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, 
"Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 
has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell 
his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him, just as he told you." So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid..

after the reading of the Gospel
Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily 
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The Prayers of the People 
Rejoicing in the mighty acts of God who has delivered his people from sin and death 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, let us lift our voices and pray,
Leader   Risen Lord,  
People   Hear our Prayer.

Let us give thanks to God for the multitude of blessings he showers upon us:
For our lives and for those whom we love, for the beauty of this home God has 
created for us, for our families and our friendships,  
Let us give thanks to the God of Life.
Leader   Risen Lord,  
People   Hear our Prayer.

Let us pray for the Church, that it may carry forward the redemptive works of God:
For our clergy and our bishops, for the many lay people who serve the church and 
serve the world through the church.  
For those gather here in worship and prayer.
Leader   Risen Lord,  
People   Hear our Prayer.

Let us pray for the nations and peoples of the world, that the powers that oppress and 
destroy may decline, And that justice, peace, and prosperity be lifted up.
Leader   Risen Lord,  
People   Hear our Prayer.

Let us pray for those who are sick, those who suffer, those who struggle: and who 
have died, that the hope born of Easter give them peace, acceptance and renewal, And 
that through their struggles they may come into closer communion with the God who 
redeems and restores.
Leader  Risen Lord,  
People  Hear our Prayer.

The celebrant adds a concluding collect.
God of life, hear our prayers on behalf of those for whom we pray, and give us peace 
in this time of our paschal rejoicing, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our risen 
and exalted Lord.   Amen.



13

The Passing of the Peace
The “passing of the peace,” based on ancient rites of the early church, allows the community 
to gracefully greet one another by saying "the peace of Christ be with you", or simply "peace 
be with you"; the response is typically "and also with you." 

Instrumental
The	Prayer	over	the	Presanctified	Gifts

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.

O God of creation, you are always with us, you blow among us, you unite us in your 
love; and so we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, God most high.
Your son Jesus finds each separate heart,
he gathers us together, he welcomes us all into communion; 
and so we praise and bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, God most high.

Your beloved community has met in prayer
to reveal Christ in this bread;
and now we meet once more to praise and bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, God most high.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Presider  Holy things for holy people.
People  One is holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ
   to the glory of God our Father.

Everyone shares the bread, both in the church building and at home. For those who 
do not have the consecrated hosts at home, please join in saying the prayer for 
spiritual communion.

Show us gathered here that we too are Christ’s body joined to all your human family 
throughout the ages in your love
Feed us, inspire us, fill us with Christ’s life that we may fill our lives with you.
Make this sharing radiant with your presence and send us out into the world
to shine forth your truth to all we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar at your Church, I 
desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.  I thank you for creation and all the 
blessings of this life, for the promise of the resurrection, for the means of grace 
and the hope of glory. 
Since I cannot receive you today in the sacrament of your Body and Blood, I 
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart.  Cleanse and strengthen me with 
your grace and let me never be separated from you.  May I live in you, and you 
in me, in this life and in the life to come.  Amen.
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Closing Prayer
O gracious God, whose Christ stretched out arms of love upon the hard wood of 
the cross to embrace all the peoples of the earth: We give you thanks for feeding 
us, both literally and spiritually, with the Sacrament of that precious Body and 
Blood, which is the sign and instrument of our common life, the food of our 
pilgrimage, the foretaste of that heavenly banquet of which we shall partake with 
all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
The people respond with enthusiastic “Amens.”

Celebrant May Almighty God, who has redeemed us through the resurrection of 
Christ, fulfill your yearning for the riches of Love’s blessing. Amen!

 May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin 
into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with 
Christ for ever.  Amen!

 May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and 
lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal in heritance. 
Amen!

 And the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of 
Life, be upon you and remain with you for ever.  Amen!

Recessional: Jesus Christ is Risen Today 207
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Dismissal

Celebrant   Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia!  Alleluia!
People   Thanks be to God, Alleluia!  Alleluia!


