The Fourth Sunday in Lent

Laetare Sunday
March 14, 2020

Holy Communion

Hymnals in use today: H = The Hymnal 1982
L = Lift Every Voice and Sing II

Opening Hymn H680
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1 O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 un - der the sha-dow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or-der stood, or earth re - ceived her frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in thy sight are like an eve - ning gone;
5 Time, like an ev - er - roll-ing stream, bears all our years a - way;
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1 our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
2 suf - fi-cient is thine arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
8 from ev - er - last - ing thou art God, to end-less years the same.
4 short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
5 they fly, for - got - ten, as a dreamdies at the o - pening day.
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6 O God, our help in ages past, be thou our guide while life shall last,
our hope for years to come, and our eternal home.
Words: Isaac Watts (1674—1748), alt.; para. of Psalm 90 CM

Music: St Anne, melody att. William Croft (1678-1727), alt.; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

The Collect

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven
to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this
bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Permission to reprint and podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #A-715397. All rights reserved.



A Reading from the Book of Numbers Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way.
The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites
died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking
against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to
Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who
is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would
look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.

The Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22.
Please join me in saying it in unison.

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
and his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim *
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.
3 He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; *
they were afflicted because of their sins.
18 They abhorred all manner of food *
and drew near to death's door.
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.
20 He sent forth his word and healed them *
and saved them from the grave.



21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.
22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy.

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
Ephesians 2:1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of
us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like
everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with
which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ-- by grace you have been saved-- and raised
us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Sequence (sung before the Gospel reading) L70, v.1-2

[ want Jesus to walk with me; [ want Jesus to walk with me;
All along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

In my trials, Lord, walk with me; In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
When the shades of life are falling, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.



The Gospel John 3:14-21

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe
in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of
God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For
all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in
God.”

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Gospel Sequence (sung after the Gospel reading) L70,v.3,1

In my sorrows, Lord walk with me; In my sorrows, Lord walk with me;
When my heart within is aching, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

[ want Jesus to walk with me; [ want Jesus to walk with me;
All along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

Anthem: The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee (1959)
Jean Berger (1909-2002)



Closing Hymn H473
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Lift high the cross, the love of Christ pro = claim
A Refrain ‘
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Lift high the  cross, the  love of Christ pro -  claim
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till all the world a - dore_ his sa - cred Name.
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all all  the world a - dore his sa - cred Name.
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Led on their  way by this tri - um - phant sign,
Each new - born  ser - vant of the Cru - ¢ - fied

O Lord, once hft - ed on the glo - rious tree,

So shall our song of wi - umph ev - er be:
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the hosts  of God in con-quering ranks com - bine.
bears on  the brow the seal of  him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw the world to  thee.
praise w© the Cru - d - fied for vic - to - IV.
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Words: George William Kitchin (1827-1912) and Michael Robert Newbolt (1874-1956)
Music:  Crucifer, Sydney Hugo Nicholson (1875-1947); desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
Meter: 10 10 with Refrain



