The Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

Holy Communion

Opening Hymn H76
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank  the Bap - tist’s cry an
2 Then cleansed be ev - ery breast from sing make
3 For thou art our sal - va - tion, Lord, our
4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, and
5 Al praise, e - ter - mnal Son, to thee, whose
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1 noun - ces that the Lord is  nigh; a - wake and heark-en,
2 straight the way for God with - in, and let each heart pre -
3 re - fuge, and our great re - ward; with - out thy grace we
4 bid the fall - en sin - ner stand; shine forth, and let  thy
5 ad - vent doth thy peo - ple free; whom with  the Fa - ther
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1 for he brings glad td - ings of the King of kings.
2 pare a home where such  a might - y guest may come.
3 waste a - way like flowers that with - er and de - cay.
4 light re - store earth’s own true love - li - ness once more.
5 we a - dore and Ho - ly Spi - rit ev - er - more.
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Words: Charles Coffin (1676—1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944),
after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt.
Music: Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690;
harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt. LM



The Collect

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord's hand
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;



lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
See, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.

The Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Please join me in saying it in unison
1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
and blotted out all their sins.
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.



A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter 2 Peter 3:8-15a

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not
slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you,
not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a
loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and
everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons
ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will
be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth,
where righteousness is at home.

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of
our Lord as salvation.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Mark 1:1-8

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People: Glory to you Lord Christ.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,””
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more



powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Anthem: Prepare the Way of the Lord (1987)
William Rowan (b.1951)

Closing Hymn He65
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1 Pre - pare the way, O Zi - on, your Christ is draw-ing near!
2 He brings God’s rule, O 7Zi - on; he comes from heaven a - bove.

3 Fling wide  your gates, O Zi - on; your Sa - vior’s rule em - brace.
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Let ev - ery hill and val - ley a lev - el way ap - pear.
His rule is peace and free-dom, and  jus - tice, truth, and  love.
His tid - ings of sal - va- tion pro - claim in ev - ery place.
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Greet One who comes in glo - ry, fore - told in sa - cred sto - 1y
Lift ~ high your praise re -sound-ing, for grace and joy a - bound - ing.
All lands will bow Dbe - fore him, their voic - es will a - dore him.

Al Refrain . L
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Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most ho - ly name.

Words:  Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (b. 1920)
Music:  Bereden viig for Herran, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697
76. 76. 77 with Refrain



