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The Newsletter of St. James’ Episcopal Church, Fremont          November 2007

The Window

The program began in August 2000 when the waiting list for Sunrise Village reached 50 families.  After
meeting with local faith communities, the Winter Relief Program began providing emergency shelter in
January 2001.  Over the course of the four months of the program, 24 families with 36 Adults and 49 children
(85 people) found help.

The waiting list has continued to grow each winter, and the churches have continued to help meet the needs
of these families by providing food, sleeping sites, transportation, programs for the children, and other services.
Volunteers are a key reason of the success of the program.

How can we help?  By providing a temporary home…

Host congregations invite guests to use their facility as their temporary home.  During the host month, when
volunteers enter their church or temple, they know that they are entering their guests’ home.  By experiencing
their congregation’s facility in this way, volunteers can help identify with the needs of their guests.

St. James’ will be a host congregation for the Month of November and is looking for help with the effort.
Here’s how...

• Be an Overnight Volunteer.  Overnight Volunteers help transport guests from Centerville Presbyterian at
7:45pm and arrival at the Host congregation at 8pm.  Volunteers assist the Shelter Monitor in helping residents
get settled in for the night (ie, set up beds and get adults and children in bed for lights-out at 10pm.)  Volunteers
need not sleep in the same room as residents, but should be available to...

• Assist the Shelter Monitor during the night if a situation arises that may require the Shelter Monitor to be
offsite (emergency illness of residents, etc.), or to leave the room for an extended period of time (to call 911,
etc).

• Assist the Shelter Monitor at 6:30am in setting up breakfast for any residents who may need it.

• Assist the Shelter Monitor with returning the sleeping room to its original set up, if necessary.

Help us help them by being a Volunteer.  Contact Michael Aquino (408) 306-1282 or Gregg Feeney (510) 506-
2303 for more information.

Winter Relief Program 2007
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Winter Relief Donations Needed

Thanksgiving with Winter
Relief Guests

For the last several years, through the generosity of
the St. James’ community, Winter Relief guests have
enjoyed breakfast at Cabrillo Café on Thanksgiving
morning– on us!  We work with the management
of Cabrillo Café to create a special menu, and
donations pay the bill for this special Thanksgiving
morning meal.

If you are willing to support this wonderful ministry
with a monetary donation please contact Brad
Hoffman at (510) 299-1635, or see him on Sundays
at the church.

Many people struggle financially in the Bay Area, but some legitimately cannot get by and often end up
homeless.  In our area, Tri-City Homeless Coalition’s Winter Relief Program provides temporary housing to
families through the generosity and hospitality of host congregations that open up their campuses.  As in years
past, St. James’ has been a host congregation during the month of November.  Again, we need people to stay
overnight, help transport our guests, or provide bag lunches or dinners on weekends.  Here’s a chance to be
involved in the community, to return a portion of what has been given to you.  Contact Michael Aquino (408)
306-1282 or Gregg Feeney (510) 506-2303 for more information.

Further, we invite you to give generously through the following donations. Bring in your donations now and
through November, mark them clearly for Winter Relief, and place them in the Parish Hall or office during
office hours.  The food items (especially for breakfast) are now the most important items to stock.  The other
items will be used throughout the month and beyond.  Thank you for your support!

           Winter Relief Donations List

Costco-sized boxes of cereal
Oatmeal, Breakfast Bars, etc.
Instant Juice (ie, just add water)
Snack Foods: Crackers, Chips, Granola Bars, etc.
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Sugar
Powdered Cream for Coffee
Large cans of Ravioli, Chili, Stew, Soup, etc.
Children and Adult Cold and Flu Medicine (eg,
Tylenol, Ibuprofen-- Note: No alcohol-based prod-
ucts!!)
Smart & Final and Safeway Gift Cards ($25, $50, and
$100)
Large Garbage Bags
Sandwich Bags
1 – 2 Gallon-size Bags for Food Storage
Yard-size Bags
Paper Supplies (Cups, Plates, Bowls)
Paper Towels
Napkins
Feminine Products (eg, Tampons)
Deodorant (for both men and women)
Razors
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Playpen (2)
Diapers (Large sizes only, 4-6 and Pull-Ups™)
Baby Wipes
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Tickets go on sale Sunday, December 2, for the one-
night-only return of world-renowned folk singer,
John McCutcheon,  who will perform on the Club
St. J stage on January 21, 2008.

McCutcheon has produced over 26 albums, garnered
an amazing six Grammy nominations, received every
imaginable award in the independent record industry,
and has been featured on public radio throughout the
world. Additionally he’s produced documentary and
educational recordings, authored children’s books,
championed grassroots organizations and promoted
international musicians.

McCutcheon’s concerts around the world bring
together professionals and factory workers, folk music
veterans and novices, children and grandparents alike-
- all listeners find his blend of song and story, humor
and pathos, contemporary an traditional and
exhilarating celebration of Americana.

His first St. James’ performance in 2004 drew a sell-
out crowd from around the Bay Area, and audience
reviews were raves. The concerts have been packed
each year he returns.  His website,
www.folkmusic.com, has a multitude of
information, including music downloads.

We are holding prices at $20 apiece, $15 for children
under age 12. Children under age 5 are admitted free
of charge. Tickets make excellent, memorable holiday
gifts, too. Back by popular demand, a fantastic drawing
will be held at the show for special prizes, with tickets
for the drawing on sale soon as well.

Save the date, January 21, 2008, for an inspiring
evening of songs and stories.

SHARE THE FUN
WITH THE McCUTCHEON TEAM

The McCutcheon Team wants to share the fun.
We are looking for additional team members to
help us produce one of the most successful
concerts of its size in the Bay Area. This is the
most fun team at St. James’.  Being associated
with a great performance by a great entertainer
is a real payoff for team members.

Be a part of the McCutcheon Team:

Concert Promotion

Ticket Sales

Dinner for John and our crew

Special Prizes Drawing

Production and Stage set-up

Call or e-mail Donald Razzolini, Meg Williams,
Bud Pearson, Marnie Hartmann, Cathy Knotts,
Jan Brandt, Barbara Dabney, Me (I wrote this
and don’t hold it against me.)  One last thing –
Yes we have meetings, but our leader has
decreed that meetings will last no more than
one hour, and they never have.

--Bruce Roberts

• SAVE THE DATE •
 John McCutcheon Returns to Club St. J

• SAVE THE DATE •



The Window • November 2007 4

The Stewardship Corner – How Your Operating Pledge is Used

I hope you have done some serious thinking about your pledge to St. James’ Church by the time you
receive this issue of the Window. You have heard much about the theology of generosity, so this month I
am going to outline some of what the church provides with your pledge throughout the year.

Worship
o 221 Worship services at St. James’ Church
o Music at 104 of these services
o Bimonthly worship service at Carlton Plaza
o 132 Home and hospital Eucharistic Visits

Pastoral Care
o Pre-marital counseling
o Crisis counseling
o Grief counseling

Parish Life
o Coffee hour
o Special events such as ball games
o Maundy Thursday dinner
o Food and Fellowship Dinners

Education
o Advent and Lenten Programs
o Disciple Builder Programs on Sunday
o Science and Religion Programs
o Godly Play for Children
o Nursery Care
o Parish Library

Communication
o Modern Web Site
o Monthly Newsletter
o Sunday Bulletin

Community Outreach
o 104 Narcotics Anonymous meetings
o 52 Overeaters Anonymous meetings
o 30 Days of housing for the homeless (Winter Relief)
o Monthly Comforters Guild meetings
o Monthly Rosary Makers Guild meeting
o Monthly meetings for Loving Hands
o Monthly teams of cooks for Sunshine Village
o Space for Tri-City Bridge Club
o Space for not for profit boards to meet
o Worship space for the Philippine Independent Church and Newark SAI Group
o Space for our neighbor Harbor Lights to use.

“The family of God is the church of the living God. It is the pillar and foundation of the truth.” -1 Timothy
3:15     You are part of the family of God, the household of God. Your support in the form of a pledge is
part of your role in our family. Your membership in the family of God will offer you richer rewards than
money can buy.

     --Lynn Locher, Stewardship Chair
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Make the Money

Louise learned from the Red Cross how to make a
money-back gift and now she wanted to make one
for her parish. So she called the Gift Planning Office
and discovered that a gift annuity for her parish
would pay her 9.9%— guaranteed.

In fact, since most of this income would be received
tax-free, the effective yield would be 16.4%. This
was more than three-times what she was making
on her CD’s at the time.

When Tom, a younger member of her parish,
learned about this and the income tax deduction
that went with it, he inquired how it might work
for him. What he discovered is that by delaying
the start of the income until his retirement age, he
could obtain a payout rate even higher than Louise’s
and an immediate income tax deduction.

Both Louise and Tom wished to remember both
their parish and another ministry in some way in
their estate plans. Both found that a gift annuity
was a very beneficial way to do so.

To find out what your lifetime income rate might
be for a gift to your parish or other ministry, click
on “Create Your Plan” at www.EpiscopalGift.org,
or call (415) 869-7812.

With a gift annuity, you benefit now and your
church benefits later. You receive fixed lifetime
income and upon your death your church receives
the remaining principal. Both benefit—and your
legacy is future ministry in the name of Christ.

—————————————————————
—The Rev. Richard L. Schaper, CFP Gift Planning
Officer, Diocese of California

(415) 869-7812
RichardS@diocal.org
www.EpiscopalGift.org

God Shoes

In early October, St. James’ presented $540 in Payless
Shoe Store gift cards to the Tri-Cities Homeless
Coalition (TCHC) Sunrise Village Homeless Shelter.
Thanks to the generous outpouring of love and support
from St. James’ parishioners, the children at Sunrise
Village geared up for the new school year with new
shoes to replace outgrown or worn-out ones.  Please
stop by the bulletin board in the parish hall to see a
thank you note from them.

Continuing this special outreach project reminds me of
a sermon by a visiting priest from the diocese who
preached at St. James’ in July 2005 and who incorporated
his own new shoe story.  This priest (I apologize for
not remembering his name!) shared wonderful
recollections of growing up in a large Mexican family.
Although the family was not wealthy in terms of
finances, they were wealthy in terms of love and faith.

Once when the priest was a young boy in need of shoes
before the winter started, he went to his parents to ask
for shoes. His parents regrettably reminded him that
they had no money and could not afford to buy him
shoes. Instead, they assured him that somehow God
would provide for his needs, and they encouraged him
to pray. So, he prayed, and he prayed. Then, one day
he ran into someone in the local town who was buying
shoes for children who needed them, including this
young boy. When the boy ran home in his new shoes
to show his parents, they were shocked. They asked
him where he got the shoes. The boy told them that
they were his “God Shoes”.  He had listened and
followed his parent’s instructions to pray for his needs
to be met, and fully believing that God cares for us and
provides for our needs, the little boy was certain that
the God had sent him the new “God Shoes.”

Thank you for your caring and generosity - and for being
instruments of God to provide “God Shoes” to those in
need. Although this marks the conclusion of the new
shoe outreach for 2007, we hope to undertake a similar
campaign next summer as the next school year
approaches.

--Cathy Knotts
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Hope With Sudan:  Christmas Cards

Christmas Cards are now available to support students in the Hope

With Sudan ministry in Kenya, Uganda, and in San Jose, CA.

Through the purchase of these cards and through tax-deductible
donations, YOU are helping to educate and support the “lost boys and
girls of Sudan.”  Your help now ensures a better life and a brighter
future for these students and young adults were left behind in refugee
camps in Kenya and Uganda, as well as orphans who have been
gathered from the villages.  The Inside Greeting reads:  And you, child,
will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the
Lord to prepare his way.  (Luke 1:76)  May your Christmas be filled
with the Promise of New Life and Everlasting Joy.

The cards come in packets with two options of 5 and 10 cards:   1) purchase the cards with a gift card
worth $5.00 each, which says that that sender has made a donation to Hope With Sudan in their name, or
2) purchase just the cards.

5 Cards with Gift Card:   $32.50 5 Cards without Gift Cards:   $7.50

10 Cards with Gift Cards:  $65.00 10 Cards without Gift Cards:  $15.00

For more information contact the Rev. Jerry Drino at jdrino@sbcglobal.net or (408) 259-2111
www.hopewithsudan.org

—————————————————————————————————————————————

In light of the mounting tension between north and south Sudan and Darfur, your willingness to stand in
solidarity with the Episcopal Church of the Sudan and its refugee children is a witness to the power of our
faith and communion with others through out the world.   I received an email from a young Sudanese man
in Nairobi today pleading for a scholarship.  He ended his note with this question: “Is there any hope that I
can receive the fees to take my exams, or do I just need to walk away?”   I can’t answer him now.

Thank you,
Jerry Drino

Disciple Builders Family Crèches
Disciple Builders invites you to share your family crèches with the
entire parish on Sunday, December 16.  Done several years ago, this
proved to be a most interesting and inspiring display during the Ad-
vent Season.  Most crèches have their own story, and we would like to
know about yours.  Our hope is to have them in the Parish Hall fol-
lowing the 8am service.  They will remain there until after the 11am
service.  Please let one of us know if you will share in this special
project.

Margaret Broun  (510) 657-9080 Pat Spalding (510) 796-0789 Bobbie Tomkinson (510) 797-0266
Patspa@sbcglobal.net RandRTom@aol.com
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Youth Group News for
7th – 12th Graders

Did you know St. James’ is a part of a new youth
program that brings together youth from Episcopal
churches all over Southern Alameda Deanery? On the
first and third Tuesday of every month, youth are
invited to gather at either All Saints, San Leandro or
Holy Cross, Castro Valley to be part of the Youth Arts
Academy (YAA).  This is a program built around the
Millenium Development Goals and offers youth the
chance to learn about the goals while doing a fun art
project.  On November 6, YAA will be meeting in San
Leandro. On November 20, it will be meeting in Castro
Valley.  YAA meets from 6 to 7:30pm.

Twice a month, the youth of the Southern Alameda
Deanery meet on a Saturday for a time of food and
fellowship.

On Saturday November 17, the youth of Southern
Alameda will be going on an adventure to the USS
Hornet. We’ll meet at 1pm. See your bulletin for updates
on this event.  On Saturday November 24, there will
be a 6pm dinner and concert at Holy Cross church.

Set aside January 18-21 for a snow retreat at a cabin in
Dorrington.  See your December newsletters for more
details on cost and registration.

Please mark your calendar and join in the fun!

For additional info, contact the Rev. Sylvia Sweeney at
(510) 797-1492.

Tai Chi Classes at St. James’
You are invited to renew your body and mind with
a weekly class of Tai Chi at St James’.  In November,
classes will be held in EB#4 on Thursday Nov 1,
and on Wednesdays Nov 7, 14 and 21 from 6:30-
7:30pm.  Classes will be taught by Sylvia Ma, a
certified instructor of Guang Ping style Tai Chi. Tai
Chi is a form of internal martial arts originated in
China 700 years ago.  It is a physical exercise and a
moving meditation that focuses the mind while
conditioning the body. Because the whole body
moves as one, Tai Chi cultivates the link between
mind and body, enhancing balance and
coordination.  The Guang Ping style of Tai Chi was
brought to the United States by Great Grandmaster
Kuo Lien Ying in 1965.  Come and find out if
practicing Tai Chi could help you learn to relax;
improve your flexibility and balance; reduce stress;
enhance your feeling of well being, develop a
peaceful mind; and increase your spirituality. Bring
your family, friends, and neighbors. Wear
comfortable, loose clothings and flat shoes with non-
slippery sole.  The fee will be $40 a month, or a
drop-in rate of $12 per class (scholarships are
available from St. James’, please contact Bob
Honeychurch).

If you have any questions about the Tai Chi class,
please contact Sylvia Ma: 510-552-6549 or email her
at sylvia.ma@novartis.com.

DioBytes: Weekly Newsletter
Did you know that our diocese, the Diocese of
California, has a free, weekly e-mail newsletter?   Read
DioBytes for up-to-date news and resources from the
Bishop’s Office, other diocesan congregations, and the
greater community.

 To subscribe to DioBytes, visit EpiscopalBayArea.org,
and enter your e-mail address in the box on the upper
left-hand side of the page.  You may also send an
e-mail to subscribe@diocal.org, and put “DioBytes” in
the subject line.

When is the Next
Newsletter Deadline?

Submissions for the December 2007 newslet-
ter are due on November 15, 2007.

The editors request that your submissions be
print-ready  (i.e., electronic). If  this is not
possible, please have someone with a
computer prepare your material.  For
questions or for submitting material, use the
newsletter e-mail address:
window@saintj.com.
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Upcoming Disciple Builders Events and Classes

All classes are on Sundays at 10am in Room EB1, unless otherwise noted.

November 4
“Intergenerational All Saints: Sharing the Project”
Celebate the feasts of All Saints and All Souls by coming to the Parish Hall this day! View the efforts
developed by the individuals and families, designed to honor those persons, living or departed, who have
been blessings in their lives.

November 11, 18, and 25
Plus an evening discussion on Tuesday, November 13 from 7-9pm
“Finding and Fulfilling Your Unique Purpose in Life”
Location: Vestry Room.  Discussions will focus on readings from the book “S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual Gifts, Heart,
Abilities, Personality, Experience” by Erik Rees.  Facilitator: Barbara Dabney

November 18
“Meditation with Barbara”
Experience the riches of meditation in Barbara Lyon’s on-going, monthly meditation class.

December 2
“Exploring Anglican Spirituality: Who Were John and Charles Wesley?”
Sylvia Sweeney will discuss the influence of John and Charles Wesley on American spirituality and how
American Methodism is related to the Episcopal Church and the larger Anglican communion.

December 2
“Las Posadas Celebration”
A family holiday celebration for all ages!
Sunday, December 2 From 5-6:30p.m.

On the St. James’ Campus

In Mexico, Christmas is an important holiday season with strong traditions. One of the most
colorful traditions is the posada party, celebrated every evening from December 16 to 24.
These celebrations commemorate Mary and Joseph’s cold and difficult journey from Nazareth
to Bethlehem in search of shelter. “Posada” in Spanish, simply means lodging or shelter.

Nowadays, the posada has evolved into a religious and social celebration, paying a festive
homage to the journey.  Each Christmas season, a processional carrying a doll representing the

Christ Child and images of Joseph and Mary riding a burro walks through the community streets. The
processional stops at a previously selected home and asks for lodging for the night. The people are invited in
to read scriptures and sing Christmas carols called villancicos.  Refreshments are provided by each host. The
happy end to each posada has always been the piñata.

Our posada journey will proceed around various points on our campus, ending in a grand celebration in the
Parish Hall. All ages, from little ones to grandparents, will enjoy this spiritual entrance to the Christmas
season. Bring your flashlight!

Please sign up in the Parish Hall, or call the office at 510-797-1492, to let us know you’ll be joining us in this
special St. James’ holiday tradition.
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News From the Kitchen Staff

We have had a great start to our new Coffee Hour System.  Thank you to the Lead Team, Disciple Builders,
and the Choir (who have done Coffee Hour at this writing).

We really appreciate your work and your willingness to help the whole St. James’ community.

The sign-up sheet for the future is posted on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall.  It is part of a new section
called Kitchen Korner.  If you are part of a ministry that hasn’t had a chance to sign up to do Coffee Hour,
please do so.  Please include the name of the ministry and a contact name with phone number.  Ruth Poole
will give the contact person a reminder call the week prior to your assigned date.

All the details you need are written and posted in the kitchen.  In addition, we have a few guidelines for
everyone using the kitchen to follow:

1. When washing dishes, please put away all dishes, utensils, and pots and pans, including the dish
drainer.  All dishes must be washed by hand.  There is no dishwasher.  Please refrain from using the
Sanitizer because it does not meet current standards.

2. Most drawers and cupboards are marked to facilitate your putting everything away washed and dried.

3. Our plumbing system can not handle ANY food particles. Everything must be scraped into the garbage
cans. Please observe the posted orange signs.

4. Our kitchen is used by many and it has limited counter, shelf and cupboard space. Items that appear,
without a name, including random donations, may be discarded.

5. If you are putting food in the refrigerator, please mark it with your name or event and the date.
Leftovers that are not labeled will be discarded.  Help us reduce the amount of work we will have to do
by following this guideline.

6. There are “utility towels” under the counter near the stove. There are dish-drying towels in a marked
drawer. Please use each for their respective tasks. Place soiled towels in one of the clear plastic containers
under the counter.

You have a very grateful Kitchen Crew.  Thank you for all you do to help keep the kitchen clean and events
using the kitchen to run smoothly.  If you have any questions, please call me at 510-441-8660 or e-mail me at
bbdabney@sbcglobal.net.
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Go to:
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/

for the current church calendar
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 NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

ST. JAMES’ PRAYER LIST

 NOVEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

-For all our Winter Relief guests staying with us
through the month of November and for all people
who are homeless

-For those who need continued healing:  Annie,
Luke, John, Jerome, Joyce, Blake, Valle, Alan,
Bobby, Arcy, Don, Joe, Mary, Mayday, Carla,
Kristine, Peter, Merle, Marisa, Debbi, Patricia, Kirk,
Bob, Elizabeth, Pat, Jodi, Barbara, Yvonne, Beth,
Debbie

-For those who need comfort and strength: Katie,
Joy, Kerry, Linda & Family, Douglas, Carolyn,
Martie, Robin, Jim, Tom, Cary, and Bruce

-For those who need guidance and direction:
Rhonda, The church and the Evangelists, Daniel,
Greg & Yvonne, Ziggy, Paul

-For those in the military:  Carrisa, Kurt, Jarrod,
Matthew, John, Kiffen, Fred Jr., Shakar, Robert,
Joseph

-For healthy & safe pregnancy:  Holly, Paula,
Martin

-For all who are traveling

-For all those enduring the conflicts in the Middle
East

-For all the victims and families of the fires in South-
ern California

-For the repose of the soul of Father Holly, rector
of St. James’ from 1963 – 1968.  May his soul, and
the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace.

1 Ami Locher
2 Andy Romeril
3 Davis Larsen
4 Diem Truong Sankar
9 Katie Dickinson
10 Yvonne Archer
11 Kristin Powell
13 Rebecca Thomas

Katie Thomas
Bob Czerwinski

16 Chuck Black
17 Travis Koonze
18 Mabel Long

John Maloney
Elinor Fanning

19 Gail Blalock
20 Hailey Peterson
21 Phil Sanders
22 Andrew Paratore
26 Sophie P. Sankar
27 Mike Cala

Andrea Ramsamy
29 Rick Spalding

Raelene Ramsamy
Luke Kirley
Don Rose

30 Rebecca Fuller
Nancy Svenson

15 Lori & Ray Hedvall
24 Gail & Tom Blalock
27 Lynn & Ralph Locher
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Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace
PO Box 457
Fremont, CA 94537-0457
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Schedule of Services
Sundays

8AM Rite I (1867 Church)
9AM Contemporary (Main Church)
11AM Rite II, (Main Church)

Wednesdays
10AM Rite II (1867 Church)

Address Service Requested

Rector
The Rev. Dr. Bob Honeychurch

Associate Rector
The Rev. Dr. Sylvia Sweeney

Deacon
The Rev. Arlinda Cosby

Administration
Secretary– Linda LeGere
Treasurer– Jan Brandt
Sexton– Cliff Lovette

Other Important Coordinators
Eucharistic Visitors– Anne Blalock
Altar Guild– Margaret Rainey
Acolytes– Nancy Castaneda
Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors– Janet Fischer
Ushers– Burtin Hart

The Vestry
Barbara Dabney, Senior Warden
Greg Miller, Junior Warden
Elizabeth Hart, Clerk

Parish Life & Facilities
Ralph Locher
Tim Young
Connie Rux

Communications & Evangelism
Janet Fischer
Jim McConnell
Meg Williams

Social Ministries &  Congregational Care
Scott Whitaker
Johanne LaRocque

Worship & Christian Formation
EJ Hilliard
Sylvia Ma

The Window Editorial Staff
Ralph Locher
Laura Winter

To respect an individual’s privacy, parishioners’ phone numbers are no longer being provided in the news-
letter, unless previously authorized by the owner. Contact the church office (510) 797-1492, or refer to the
St. James’ Directory for contact information on any of the people mentioned above or in the newsletter.

OFFICE HRS  8:30–1:30, T–F
TEL 510-797-1492
FAX 510-795-4712

EMAIL

office@saintj.com

WEB

http://www.saintj.com


