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“You have heard it said, ‘The children are the future.’  

Who is saying that?  Not the children.  Ask a child if 

she’s the future.  If she can even grab hold of the 

question, which I doubt, she’ll tell you that she’s the 

moment.  She’s the now.  Or more to the point, she’s 

hungry.” 

  

                 –  Caroline Fairless, Children at Worship, 

         Congregations in Boom 

 

When I was a child I remember the feelings I had 

when I was in church or in Sunday School.  The  

feelings I felt were awe, wonder, peace and a sense  

of belonging.  I worked hard at learning my prayers 

and paid close attention to what was happening in  

service.  I knew intuitively that church was a place  

for me and that when I was there, I was seen by God.  

This experience made me hungry for more and 

through the intentionality of a handful of adults and 

through the existence of religious opportunities  

designed for children, my hunger was fed. 

 

About two years ago I walked this campus for the 

first time and I thought, “What a magnificent place 

for children.”  It’s all here – the classrooms and play 

structure, the bell that can be manually rung, the  

secret garden (otherwise known as the Memorial  

Garden), the storybook windows in the storybook 

church (otherwise known as the Little Church), the 

boyish looking James standing in the glass of the 

main church, and the cave behind the curtain.  I  

hadn’t been called to be your rector at that time, but  

I thought that if I were called, I couldn’t wait to play! 

 

 

What do I love about children in church?  The same 

things I’m guessing many love – spontaneity,  an      

unhindered connection with God, wonder and an 

attitude of expecting grace.  If only we could all be 

so spontaneous, connected, and so sure about grace.    

 

With commitment and confidence, we have recently 

taken some broad steps towards strengthening our 

offerings to children, teens and families.  From  

drawing more attention to Sunday School, to putting 

great energy into vacation bible school, to building a 

strong and life-affirming confirmation and youth  

program, to the most recent step – creating a staff  

position whose sole focus is to continue building a 

program for this segment of our congregation.  The 

title of this position is: Children, Teen, and Family 

Ministry Coordinator, and the effort will be towards 

coordinating all ministry towards and with children, 

teens, and families into a cohesive effort. 

 

What I know is this—when we integrate all mem-

bers of our community fully into the Body, when 

each person has a valid and valued place, we all 

grow and we all are blessed.  We are already taking 

steps to integrate children, teens, and families – with 

this staff position, we will do so more intentionally 

and more visibly.   

 

I am so grateful to Jan Scrutton for her role in this 

effort.  As of now, we are not in a financial position 

to fund the work.  Jan has generously offered to take 

on the job until we are in a position to pay someone.  

 

 

(article continued on page 2 - 2nd column)  

Building on Our Strengths to Grow 

September 2012 

http://www.saintj.com/
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Fall is on its way and with it comes the beginning 

of our Fall St. James’ Stewardship Program.  This 

year the Stewardship Committee will be sharing 

the Blessed to Be a Blessing Stewardship Narrative 

Series, designed to complement and support our 

annual giving campaign.  For six weeks, beginning 

October 7th through November 11th, the Sunday 

Bulletin will include an insert from contributing 

writers who will explore stewardship as a response 

to the blessing of who we are and all that we have  

received in connection with the readings from the 

Gospel of Mark for those Sundays.  We hope that 

these reflections will spark conversations and  

explore all the ways we praise God through whom 

all blessings flow. 

 

Did I mention the Fall St. James’ Stewardship  

Program?  This year do we (your Stewardship 

Committee) have a program that everyone will  

enjoy!  So mark your calendar now for Saturday, 

November 3rd, for dinner and a show at the Club 

Saint J!!  You won’t want to miss this first-run, 

only-run, and it is hoped, successfully run only 

presentation of “Stewardship the Musical!” Dinner 

and A Show!!  Many of your favorite St. James’ 

Characters, I mean Actors will be taking part, so 

you won’t want to miss this wonderful evening.   

 

Please, mark your calendars and watch for further 

details.  Tickets will be sent out later next month.   

 

Remember, Dinner and A Show, Saturday evening 

November 3rd, 2012 at Club St. J, and it’s free for 

the whole family! 

 

Gail Blalock, Stewardship Chair 

 

 

 

Blessed to Be a Blessing 
2012 Stewardship Reflection 

(“Building on Our Strengths..”  cont. from front page) 

 

As many of you know, Jan has the incredible gift of 

connecting, teaching, and nurturing young people.  

She also has years of experience in childhood  

education, both secular and religious.  When I asked 

her to say something about taking on this endeavor, 

these were her words:  

 

“I have always believed the St James’ community  

welcomes children. When we arrived at St. James’  

five years ago, so many people reached out to  

welcome and connect with our entire family, and I 

have seen so many examples of that welcoming and 

inclusive spirit.  Again this summer, a wonderful team 

of radically different parishioners joined together to 

offer children a glimpse of God's love for them.  I am 

excited that Lori and the Vestry have decided to move 

forward with a plan to coordinate all our areas of 

work with children, teens and families.  I hope this 

year I can help to bring together the work we do and 

lay foundations for the future.” 

 

We are well on our way to being the place to be for 

children and teens.  I ask each person who calls St. 

James’ their home to hold our efforts in prayer and to 

examine the ways you might support and connect 

with this ministry.  I am excited about our future and 

the spontaneity, wonder and grace it will bring. 

 

Be sure to follow the great things happening on the 

new blog, accessible through the this link or through 

the website:  saintjkids.blogspot.com 

 

~  Lori 

The next issue of The Window is in October.  We 

welcome your comments, essays, poems, photos, 

cartoons, newsworthy items of interest, art work 

and any group activity information and reviews.  

 

Please email your submission to :                            

window@saintj.com   

 

 October Deadline: September 15th 

http://saintjkids.blogspot.com
mailto:window@saintj.com
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I don't think anyone realized when Bev Mosier  

offered to teach an ASL (American Sign Language) 

Class at St. James' that the response would be so 

overwhelming.  It was originally to fill  space during 

the summer break of Faith Formation. However, the 

list was so large,  Bev was kind enough to offer 

more of her time and add a Monday night class also.  

Now mind you, this was all free of charge, and she 

provided the coursework. 
 

So, how do you thank someone this wonderful?  

Well, at St. James' you know the answer, a potluck.  

Please join us on Saturday, September 15th from 

5:00 pm to 8:00 pm in the Parish Hall and if possible 

bring a food dish to serve approximately 6-8 people .       

Dessert will be provided, so no desserts are needed. 
 

If  you have any questions, or to RSVP, please email   

LeaMarie at whirlwind54@yahoo.com  Thanks and 

hope to see you there!                                   

                              

 

 Towels 

 Blankets 

Saint Francis Day and  

the Blessing of the Animals 
 

Time again to bless our furry friends and celebrate 

creation with an outdoor service!  Please join us on 

September 30th at the 10:30 am service out on the 

lawn with a joyous worship service and animal 

blessing. 

 

Bring your pets, furry and scaly, for their annual 

blessing.  In the absence of a “real” pet, feel free to 

bring a stuffed animal, picture, or representation of 

such for a blessing. 

 

Dog and cat treats will be available during coffee 

hour, which will be held on the patio. 

 

As a way of remembering and caring for all animals, 

we will have collection boxes for donated items that 

will be given to the Shelter in Fremont. 

 

Items needed by the shelter are: 

 

 Dry and canned food         

 Treats 

 Durable Toys 

 

Due to safety hazards, please do not donate any 

blankets with wires, stuffing or feathers. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 ~Lori 

We always welcome new acolytes to our teams 

for  the 8:00 am and 10:30 am services.  Anyone 

over the age of 8 years can become an acolyte.  

Training  and annual  refreshers are provided. 

This is a great way for young people or anyone 

to play an important part in our worship. Our 

schedule for the next 6 months is currently being 

drawn up, and current  acolytes are in the process 

of being contacted. 

Anyone interested please contact Jan Scrutton at 

ctfcoord@saintj.com or leave a message with    

your name and phone number in the office by 

September 16th  . 
Jan Scrutton         

Children, Teen and Family Coordinator  

ACOLYTES 

LeaMarie 

mailto:whirlwind54@yahoo.com
mailto:ctfcoord@saintj.com
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FAITH FORMATION IS 

BACK FOR THE FALL 2012!! 
 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND – Welcome back to 

Faith Formation.  Welcome back to “school.”  Ken 

Trant will give a presentation on “Men of Faith” on 

September 2nd at  9:15 am in EB-1. 

 

DIOCESAN RESOLUTIONS – It’s that time of 

year.  The Diocesan Convention is coming up and 

each year resolutions are brought to the Conven-

tion.  On September 16th , EJ Hilliard will discuss 

the resolutions for this year.  Come, inform your-

self.   Know what your Deanery Representatives 

will be discussing.  EB-1, 9:15 am. 

 

THE CHALLENGE OF JESUS –  will resume on     

September 23rd in EB-1 with Part III, The Death of    

Jesus.   John Dominic Crossan will discuss sin,  

sacrifice and atonement.  Yes, these are very   

heavy- duty theological concepts.  Come, explore 

some new ways to think about these terms.   Even 

if you missed parts I and II, come, participate – See 

the DVD and join in on the discussion with Janet 

Fischer.  Who did Jesus challenge?  What were the 

challenges? What are the challenges today? 

 

   Bruce Roberts 

Faith Formation 

 

A Moment in  

St. James’ History 
September 1867 

The church was consecrated September 27, 1867 by 

Bishop Kip and seventeen persons were baptized 

that day.   Mrs. Elizabeth Randall was the first per-

son       baptized that day, and one year later she was 

the first person confirmed from St. James’.  Twenty-

four families were on the church rolls that year, with 

such familiar township names as Bond, Overacker, 

Trefry, Marston, Blacow, Cameron, Frick, Steven-

son, Tyson, Chadbourne, Bonner, Emerson, and Ha-

ley.  John Thomas Stevenson, one of the early pio-

neers of the Fremont area, was also a member of St. 

James’.  His daughter, Caroline (Carrie), was mem-

ber of the St. James’ Guild.  

 

The above is an excerpt taken from the St. James’ 

website under the History of St. James’ Parish.  For 

more information on the History of  the St. James’ 

Parish , please visit our website: saintj.com. 

 

                                        Submitted by:  Penny Trant 

 

Fund Balances 7/31/2011 7/31/2012

Operating Fund 51,162$              75,417.93                

Building Fund 29,668$              28,389.20                

Year to Date Summary Operating

Pledges Budgeted 136,459$            138,139.15              

Pledges Paid 123,669$            125,372.00              

Unpledged Contributions 4,848$               3,044.00                

Other Op Income* 11,675$             11,316.84               

Total Operating Income 140,192$            139,732.84              

Total Operating Expenses 140,794$            137,637.02              

Income less Expenses (602)$                 2,095.82                 

*Includs Fundraising

Financial Summary July 2012

http://saintj.com/
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A special thank you to all who made St James’ Day a 

success.  From set-up, to food,  activities, to cleanup 

and BEYOND! ! !   A good time was had by all. 

 

~ Some special winners of the day included ~ 

 

Hostess Cake Eating Contest 
(How many Ding Dongs/Twinkies can be eaten in 5 minutes)  

 

First Place - Olivia Carini 

Second Place - Bryneth Fuller 

 

Jelly Bean Jar Count 
(How many Jelly Beans in the jar) 

 

First Place - Jill Buono 

Second Place - Evelyn Martinez 

Third Place - Rev. Lori Walton 

 

Submitted by:  Donald Razzolini 

                     Parish Life 
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"“To sing once is to pray twice."      St. Augustine 

 

The new music season is upon us at St. James’ ! No 

matter your age or vocal ability, you are invited to 

join us in creating a joyful noise! 

 

The Adult Choir sings during the 10:30 am services. 

We will begin rehearsing on Thursdays, starting on 

September 6th, from 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm. 

Because of my crazy college classes at night, the 

Adult Choir will rehearse on the following days: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 19th and all rehearsals from then on will 

return to the regular Wednesday schedule as my  

classes will have ended. 

The Children's Choir rehearses on Sundays, starting 

on September 9th, right after the 10:30 pm service is 

over. The Children's Choir sings about once a month 

during the 10:30am service. Our first "performance" 

will be for St. Francis' Sunday on September 30th! 

 

Everyone is welcome to sing and participate in the 

St. James' Music Department!  We have a great time 

singing together, praying together, and having a lot 

of fun at the same time!  Please come to a rehearsal 

and try it out!  

 

                                                           Thanks,                                                                                         

                                                         

The Choir is Coming  

 

St. James’ has a long history with Abode Services 

and Sunrise Village but that does not stop us looking 

for 'new and loving ways' to serve in that community. 

After the StJYouth skit at the Easter Vigil a conver-

sation began with EJ Hilliard, the staff at Abode and 

myself which led to a team of StJYouth and VBS 

volunteers leading 2 evenings of the kids' program at 

Abode in August. We took some of our fish related 

crafts and the story of The Rainbow Fish to share as 

well as some creative snacks (fish and fish bowl 

cookies).                                                                               

 On the first night we told the story,  using bottle 

puppets while on the second night we helped the kids 

use the puppets to illustrate the tale.  Many of them 

came in asking to play certain roles - "Can I be the 

octopus/little blue fish/rainbow fish?".  Our clay bead 

making was enjoyed by the kids, and the volunteers, 

and the CD fish were bright and colorful by the time 

the glue dried!                                                                   

Thank you to everyone who came out to support 

these evenings.  It was great to reach children outside 

our own walls. We have so much to offer in this field 

and it is so great to have this opportunity open to us 

to share with others. I am now working with the team 

at Abode to make this a regular commitment and I 

am hoping we can create a small team to visit Sunrise 

Village for two nights every month. 

                                                                 Jan Scrutton 

                      Children, Teen and Family Coordinator  

St. James’ at Abode 

For more information about Abode Services or 

Sunrise Village and how you can help make a 

difference, please visit the following website: 

 

www.abodeservices.org 

 

 Thursdays:   September 6th, September 13th, and 

September 20th 

 Wednesdays:   September 26th, October 3rd,  

October 10th, October 17th, October 24th, and 

October 31st 

 Thursdays:   November 8th, November 15th,              

November 29th,  December 6th,  December 13th 

 Wednesdays:  December 19th  

Jennifer Carini                                                         

Music Director 

http://www.abodeservices.org/
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 The Vestry had hoped to have the structural       

engineering report for the Little Church by the 

August Vestry meeting, but unfortunately it was 

not ready. While we intended to finish the alloca-

tion of the Schader funds at that meeting, Vestry 

doesn't want to make too many commitments 

without knowing what will be required to reno-

vate the Little Church. At the August meeting,  

the vestry did, however, approve the following 

allocations:                                             

1.  $20,000 into the general endowment fund ;       

2.  $35,000 for capital improvements (including   

carpeting in the Big Church, parking lot lights, 

etc.);                                                                      

3.  $5,000 for materials for the Children, Youth & 

Family Coordinator (not salary) . 

 Prior allocations include: Little Church structural 

engineering report $8490; Parking lot repairs and 

re-sealing: $28,694. 

  The remaining balance in this fund is 

$132,204.39. We will keep the congregation     

updated when the engineering report is received 

and the final allocations are made. Please ask any 

Vestry member if you have any questions 

Schader Fund Update 

Janet Fischer 

Senior Warden 

Blessing our Back to School Tools! 
 

Ready to begin another academic year?  Then bring 

your backpack, book bag, lunchbox, calculator or  

mobile device case… whatever your school “tool”  

is to church on Sunday, September 16th  for a    

special blessing at the 10:30 am service.  Blessing 

will take place during announcements. 

 

Don’t miss it! 

 

 

 ~Lori 

NOV 

 3RD
 

NOV 
                    Mark  

                        Your 

                           Calendar  

 

               Hold That Date !! 

  Stewardship the Musical is coming !  
 

Stewardship the Musical is coming to Club 

St. J on Saturday, November 3rd.  See many 

of your favorite St. James’ characters and 

enjoy dinner and a show.   

 

If you would like to join cast or crew (no 

experience needed, just a love of God)  

contact Gail Blalock (510) 795-7565 or  

tblalock32@comcast.net 

 

Look for more details in next month’s issue 

and in the weekly announcements. 

  Gail Blalock 

Stewardship Chair 

Free Firewood 

 
St. James has accumulated a significant amount of 

FIREWOOD behind the Abode Storage Container.  

Most of the wood is in fireplace size logs but needs 

to be split. The wood is from recent trimming activ-

ities, and includes pine and redwood logs. Before it 

will be ready to burn well and cleanly, it needs cur-

ing and aging The wood is free for parishioners and 

needs to be picked up by October 15th before it is 

placed on the open market. 

 

Interested parties should contact Bud Spalding, 

Brad Hoffman or the church office. The Church is 

unable to split or transport the materials.   

Thank you,  

            Facilities Cluster 

mailto:tblalock32@comcast.net
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to serve our wider community and to 

particularly serve our children.  Gallon 

plastic milk bottles became whales and 

volunteers discovered artistic talents they 

never knew they had. The talents and 

hard work of many resulted in a great 

week for all.  The work of St James' 

Children's Ministries can be followed on 

our kids blog. saintjkids.blogspot.com     

 

                                         Jan Scrutton 

For a week in the summer a boat appeared 

at the front of church while 34 children and 

over 20 volunteers explored some of the 

watery stories in both the Old and New 

Testaments.  Jonah was swallowed by a big 

fish, Jesus was baptized, the disciples left 

their boats to fish for people. We heard of 

the miracles of Jesus and were reminded of 

the precious gift of clean water. 

It was the second year in a row, St. James' 

Vacation Bible School gave us the chance 

http://www.saintjkids.blogspot.com/
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August Vestry Highlights 
 

 During the August meeting more of the Schader 

Fund monies were allocated  See the article on 

page 7 “Schader Fund Update” for more info. 

 

 In January the Endowment Committee presented 

the Vestry with the 2011 disbursement of $761.  

According to the Endowment Fund resolutions, 

the money must be used for capital needs of the 

parish, outreach ministries and grants, or seed 

money for new ministries.   We voted to use the 

money to begin a Deaf Ministry here at St. 

James’.  This is a small beginning to a program 

we hope will continue to grow. 

 

 The next Deanery meeting is at St. Clare’s, in 

Pleasanton on Sunday, September 9th  at 2:00 pm.  

The upcoming Diocesan Convention will be    

discussed.  In addition, the process to  secure 

funding from Episcopal Charities to use in our 

Deanery will be completed.  The Abode Family 

Services Mobile Health Van is one of the options 

under consideration. 

Laura Winter     

Junior Warden 

    St. James’ Men’s Group 

Our trip to Arnold had a smaller group due to some  

scheduling conflicts and illness. We had 13 attend, 

and a new member Brad Smith enjoyed the trip,     

especially the golf. We did the traditional golf on   

Friday and Saturday along with a group that went    

on hikes. No wine tasting this year,; however, we   

did manage to have dinner at the local pub on our  

first night in Arnold.  

 

This year we were not greeted with any bears,  

skunks, raccoons etc.,  just sunshine and moderate 

temperatures. The only major challenge was when  

we went to check in.  I had the wrong address and   

instead of being  0.4 miles away from each other     

we ended up being 1.4 miles. Next year I'm going     

to have someone double check my work before I   

send in the final confirmation.  

 

This was our 5th year in Arnold, and we have         

decided it might  be fun to try a new area. Over       

the next year, Mike Dearborn and I will be scoping 

out Twain Harte on Highway 108 and possibly     

move up the date two weeks  to around July 11th.    

The area around Twain Harte has a lot of history      

and lakes with good potential for hiking, fishing,    

biking and probably some good pubs and wineries     

to explore.  If Twain Harte does not go over well, 

then we can always head back to Arnold.    

I'll have a “Save the Date” in early January 2013.  

Our goal is to have fun, encourage new members to 

attend and make it affordable to all.   Below are a 

couple of pictures of the trip. 

 

Thanks,  

Gregg Feeney  

                             6 am Adult Bible Study  
                                 

                                                                                    

                                                                                      The 6 am Adult Bible Study Group                                     

                             will resume at 6:00 am on Tuesday,                

                             September 11th at Genore Schaaf’s 

home.  Please see Brad Hoffman, or leave your name 

and phone number at the office if you are interested 

for more information. 

                                                               Brad Hoffman 
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St. James’ Prayer List 

Most Holy God, we pray for: 
 

 

 2   Bob Reed  

 5   Aurora Thompson-Lynch  

 7   Mel Johnson  

 8   Ron Larson  

10  Gary Gearheart  

14  Jan Brandt  

 

18   Rod Whitehouse  

20    Barbara Lyon  

        Irma McLean  

25    Michael Aquino  

        Barbara Dabney  

26    Mitchell Pinnix  

        Connie Rux  

        Jeanne Morris  

  Please Note: The Church office 

will be closed on Labor Day, 

Monday September 4th 

 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary 

is incorrect or your name(s) is not listed, 

please email the appropriate information to  

admin@saintj.com  

                                      Thank you 

Those In The Military: Scott, Jarrod, Bryan,  Tim, 

Megan, Erica, Theresa, Mark, Louis, Emily, Military 

Children of ACBSM, the families and Marines of 

Dark Horse Battalion, Caitlin, Emily, Robin, Robert, 

Adam 

Those Who Need Guidance and Direction:        

Kenny   

Those Who are Traveling:  The Johnson Family 

Families Expecting Children: Deidre and James, 

Allison and Patrick, Kelly and Gersson,  Sherea and 

Keith, Candace, Daniella and Thiagode,  Marley  

Stephen, Ann and David, Katie and Justin, Amy 

Those Who Need Comfort and Healing: Janet,  

Karen, Kimberley, Jillian, Kathy and family, Jim,  

the Evans’ Family, Nat, Irma, Alex, Susie, Robert, 

Terry and family, The Collins’ Family, Matthew, 

Holger,  

Those Who Have Passed Away:  Christopher,    

Annette 

 

S
EPTEMBER 

       September  
        Anniversaries 
  3      Jon & Debbie Fuller 

11     Nat & Glory Bryant   

          Paul & Vicky Greening 

12      George & Pat Vlastelica  

15      Janet & Bruce Fischer  

18      Tim & Pat Spencer  

21      Scott & Becky Whitaker  

23      Bud & Pat Spalding  

          Evelyn Martinez & Griselda Prather  

25      Frank & Rosetta Hoffman  

For the St. James’ calendar, 
please refer to our website 
 

saintj.com 

mailto:admin@saintj.com
http://www.saintj.com
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Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 

PO Box 457 

Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

WEB: saintj.com 

WORSHIP TIMES  

SUNDAY SERVICES 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

FAITH FORMATION SUNDAY  9:15 AM  -10:15 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15 AM - 11:15 AM 

YOUTH GROUP SECOND SUNDAY  6:30  PM - 8:30 PM 

WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST  10:00 AM 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY  9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

               Other Important Coordinators 

 
Altar Guild: Ruth Poole 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors: Janet Fischer 

Treasurer: Lynn Locher 

 Ushers: Burtin Hart 

The Window  Staff 

             

  Ralph Locher       

             Marilyn Rose  

Jack Rux      

              Penny Trant 

             Laura Winter 

STAFF 

The Rev. Lori Walton …………..lori@saintj.com  

The Rev. Bob Dobbin…..deaconbob@saintj.com 

The Rev. Bill Mosier……deaconbill@saintj.com  

Office Administrator  …. ...... admin@saintj.com 

Music Director ......................  music@saintj.com 

Treasurer. .. ........................ treasurer@saintj.com 

Children, Teen and Family Coordinator ………. 

……………………………..ctfcoord@saintj.com 

Newsletter submission….....window@saintj.com 

VESTRY 

 
Senior Warden .............................................................................. srwarden@saintj.com 

Janet Fischer 

Junior Warden ................................................................................. jrwarden@saintj.com 

Laura Winter 

Christian Formation ........................................................ christianformation@saintj.com 

Stephen Ferro, Nancy Castaneda 

Social Ministries/Congregational Care  ............... socialministries-congcare@saintj.com 

Gary Gearheart, Beverly Mosier 

Communications/Evangelism Cluster ............. communications-evangelism@saintj.com 

Valle Brokes, Mike Scrutton 

Parish Life………. ......................................................................... parishlife@saintj.com 

Donald Razzolini, Bob Bynum 

Facilities….. .................................................................................... facilities@saintj.com 

Brad Hoffman, Bud Spalding 

 

Vestry Clerk:     Elizabeth Hart 
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