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A Message from Rev. Bill Hale 
When I was a child in 

VBS, our teacher 

showed us the well-

known hand game 

whose name I do not 

recall.  In it, you fold 

your hands together as 

if to indicate prayer, 

then bend them inward 

towards the body so 

that the fingers wiggle 

in the air.  The words which accompany these ac-

tions are very familiar: “Here is the church.  Here is 

the steeple.  Look inside--and see all the people!”  

This little set of hand gestures has surely delighted 

generations of children, and it was meant to give a 

message—that there is a physical structure we call 

“the church,” but that the real church is not a build-

ing, but the congregation. 

 

More than 60 years later, I have had that same mes-

sage brought home to me during the current pan-

demic and our response to it. To “flatten the curve” 

of the pandemic, we have restricted congregational 

gatherings, meaning that since early in Lent, we 

have not “had church” in the traditional way. Fortu-

nately, our communications options include the ever

-present Zoom and other means by which, either live

-streamed or prerecorded, we can hold Sunday ser-

vices and other parish activities.  Nevertheless, dur-

ing these past few months, I have often heard the 

complaints, “When can we get back to church?  Will 

we ever be able to have real services again?”   

 

I share the sentiments behind these plaintive cries.  

I, too, long to celebrate and/or receive Holy Eucha-

rist in the company of other members of the Body 

of Christ.  The separation from your presence, dear 

readers, is painful for me as well.  But at the same 

time, I recognize that we have NOT stopped being 

Church. While both main sanctuary and the Little 

Church are closed and mostly off-limits to normal 

gatherings, the people of God are still here, still 

faithful in prayer and in worship, still nourishing 

our individual and collective spirit in the Spirit 

which has enlivened the Church from the Day of 

Pentecost on. 

 

When we log in, either at the normal times of ser-

vice or whenever we can, and participate in the 

various parts of the liturgy, we are continuing “in 

the apostles’ teaching and fellowship…and in the 

prayers.”  Perhaps even more importantly, even in 

our homes, cut off from one another and from most 

of our usual daily travels, we can “proclaim by 

word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ.”  As we continuing social distancing, we 

may not be able to attend concerts, gather for 

sports events, or go to the mall, but nothing in the 

pandemic will keep us from seeking and serving 

Christ in all person, or from loving our neighbor as 

ourselves.  As long as we love the Lord with our 

hearts and minds, as long as the Spirit lives within 

us, will we cease to “strive for justice and peace 

among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being?”  Of course not, for respecting our 

(cont. pg. 2) 
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Abode Services Update 

(cont. from pg. 1) 

Baptismal Covenant (from which these phrases 

were borrowed) does not depend upon our presence 

in a church building, or even upon receiving the 

Sacrament, nourishing as that is to our souls. 

 

So, my sisters and brothers in Christ, let us remain 

united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and 

faithful in our prayers for one another, for the 

Church, and for the world. While health 

considerations keep us apart from one another, we 

still affirm our union with each other in our own 

local portion of the Communion of Saints.  Until 

we can greet each other face to face, “Keep alert, 

stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. 

Let all that you do be done in love (1 Cor. 16:13-

14). 

Bill+ 

The need to re-house folks does not stop due to 

Covid-19.  It actually makes it worse since the 

folks at Abode Services must work remotely.  

Also, not being able to meet with apartment 

managers more regularly makes it more 

challenging, especially when qualifying new 

tenants.  Abode is re-housing families but at a 

very slow pace.   

 

Besides re-housing, Abode has been very busy 

with getting the families school supplies. They are 

grateful for the support from St. James' and other 

member churches supporting the school supplies 

drive. 

 

Abode writes: 

“Due to the continued spike in the COVID 19 

virus,   Abode Services  has decided for health 

and safety reasons to temporarily keep the 

residents living at Sunrise Village Emergency in 

the hotels and keep the Shelter closed through 

December 2020 or longer. We continues to house 

the Sunrise Village residents at a hotel where 

there are safer grounds to provide separate 

living accommodations.   We are not able to 

have our in person meetings each month. 

Abode will continue to offer services to the 

participants in the Rapid Re-housing 

Homewarming program.”  Jean Morgan of 

Abode will continue to keep us updated on the 

needs of the program. 

 

St. James' committed to re-house two families 

this year.  We are getting it done in late August 

with assistance from other member churches 

that support the Rapid Re-Housing program.   

 

If you have items to donate for the Rapid Re-

Housing program, then contact Gregg Feeney 

510-506-2303 or Scott Whitaker, 510-552-

0075 cell.  Our storage unit is full and we hope 

to move items out soon, so we may ask you to 

hold on to items a while longer.  Thank you. 

 Gregg Feeney  

Free image. Source: https://pixnio.com/art/mosaic-art-

pattern-artistic-texture-retro-architecture-design  

https://pixnio.com/art/mosaic-art-pattern-artistic-texture-retro-architecture-design
https://pixnio.com/art/mosaic-art-pattern-artistic-texture-retro-architecture-design
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WORSHIP 
 

Watch Parties at 8:30am and 11:00am 
Watch the Sunday Morning service with 

others!  Log into Zoom at 8:30am or 11:00am to 

watch with others, and then stick around for coffee 

hours.  Email Jennifer at music@saintj.com for the 

Watch Party/Coffee Hour link. 

 

Wednesday 10:00am Service 
Celebrate the Liturgy of the Word with prayers 

and sermon discussion in realtime on Zoom. Join 

us!  Email Rev. Lori at lori@saintj.com (odd 

Wednesdays) or Rev. Bill at  

bhale@saintj.com (even Wednesdays).   

 

Wednesday 1:00pm Connecting with Others 

Bible Study 
Watch a short video and have a rich conversation 

with other parishioners.  Email Rev. Lori 

at lori@saintj.com if you'd like to join us.  

WORSHIP, FORMATION, FELLOWSHIP 
The Ways We Are Church Together  

FELLOWSHIP 

Coffee Hours at 9:00am and 11:30am 
Our coffee hours follow our Watch Parties, and are 

a great way to check in and say hello to 

others.  Email Jennifer Ravera 

at  music@saintj.com to get the information. 

Thursday 12:00pm Home Alone Group 
For those who are living alone, meet us on 

Thursdays during lunchtime to say hello.  Email 

Rev. Bill at bhale@saintj.com for information. 

Thursday Night 7:00pm Social Hour 
Grab a drink and link in to Zoom to socialize with 

others and see how everyone is doing.  Email 

Jennifer Ravera at music@saintj.com for details. 

Audio Sermons and Online Resources 
While we have suspended in-person worship services, you can still experience Sunday's Morning Prayer 

and sermons. Go to our website for online worship resources, or search in iTunes for "Saint James' 

Fremont" and subscribe to our weekly sermon podcast. We are also building a library of links to curated 

resources there to enrich our life in community while apart.  Go to: https://saintj.com/wp/worship/online-

worship/. 

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the 

Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above 

all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I 

cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart. As though you have 

already come, I embrace you and unite myself 

entirely to you; never permit me to be separated 

from you. Amen. 

St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787 

mailto:music@saintj.com
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:music@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:music@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/worship/online-worship/
https://saintj.com/wp/worship/online-worship/
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About twenty years ago I 

attended a weekend 

Christian retreat.  I went to 

strengthen my bond with 

God, reflecting on my own 

and learning from others.  

We listened to talks, had 

group discussions and 

participation activities.  

One of the talks I 

remember was about the 

Grace of God.  It wasn’t 

something I really knew 

about, and I liked knowing God loves us all no 

matter what.  Later that afternoon, I spoke about it 

at our worship service. 

 

That night I stepped outside, gazing at the stars as I 

love to do.  I thought ‘there’s the Big Dipper; I see 

Jupiter…and Leo…’ and other constellations as I 

picked them out.  It’s one of my very favorite things 

to do.  While doing this, a song was going through 

my head.  I didn’t realize it at first, then gradually I 

became more focused on the song than the galaxies 

above.  I knew then that God was truly with me and 

a part of me.  It was a powerful moment in my life. 

 

Since then, I step up when opportunities arise, 

bringing God’s message to places it is needed.  It’s 

not always easy for me.  Much of my life I’ve found 

great joy in being part of a group to complete 

projects.  It’s a challenge for me to come up with 

ideas, and when I do, I haven’t learned to promote 

them and engage others.  I enjoy being part of a 

team to improve our world and I accomplish more 

working with others. 

 

I do try to find places I can share God’s love on my 

own.  A few years ago I spoke at our Good Friday 

service presenting the Friends and Foes of Jesus.  I 

chose Simon of Cyrene, and I imagined his journey 

carrying the cross at Jesus’ side.  How did he deal 

with it?  How did he discover whose cross he was 

carrying?  What did he do after he found out it was 

Jesus?  And how did it impact the rest of his life?  I 

prayed a lot, and when the day came, knowing God 

was at my side and in my heart, gave a talk that 

touched me deeply.  When we are back together, 

feel free to ask me about that day – I’d love to 

share. 

 

I continue to search for chances to share the joy 

and confidence I feel with God always with me.  I 

still search the night sky for familiar stars.  I pray 

now as I look up.  As always, the song deep in my 

soul:  

 

Here I am, Lord. 

  It is I, Lord. 

     I have heard you calling in the night. 

 

I will go, Lord, 

  If you lead me. 

     I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

Embolden: to give (someone) the courage or 
confidence to do something or to behave  

in a certain way.  

Image source: https://www.flickr.com/

photos/4thglryofgod/9754853135.  By Sharon Tate 

Soberon. Posted with permission. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/4thglryofgod/9754853135
https://www.flickr.com/photos/4thglryofgod/9754853135
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As the Resolutions Committee Representative to the 

Southern Alameda Deanery and a member of Saint 

James', I am sending this note rather than having our 

regular Faith Formation session or Zoom session. 

 

I want to encourage this Congregation to engage our 

Convention Delegates in conversations on the 2020 

Resolutions. They are listed at https://diocal.org/2020

-resolutions. This site also lists proposed Constitution 

and Canon changes. 

 

Two or more of these Resolutions address the historic 

moral issues of racial injustice and are in need of your 

immediate prayerful attention. 

 

Six documents are being presented for vote on the 

Convention Floor: 

 

1. Mandate Anti-Racism & Racial Reconciliation 

Training for the House of Delegates 

2. Climate Change – Carbon Intensive Lending 

3. Support for the Emmett Till Act/Anti-

Lynching Act 

4. Financial Reporting Transparency 

5. Assessing the Church’s Response to COVID-19 

6. Recognition and Celebration of Juneteenth As 

A Diocesan Feast Day 

 

Please note, these documents are still in discussion. 

The final five will be designated shortly. 

Again, please check the DioCal website for updates. 

There is a “Comments” section at the end of each 

resolution. Please feel free to add your comments, 

and, at the same time talk to our Parish 

Representatives to Convention. They need to know 

our position, as a congregation on these important 

issues.  This year's Convention will held online, and, 

all materials, Convention Journal, including agenda, 

etc., will be available on line in early September.  The 

Convention will be held October 16-17. 

You can share your thoughts with our St. James’ 

Convention Delegates at stjdeanery@saintj.com. 

Please continue to be well, safe, and careful in this 

Diocesan Resolutions 2020 

most perilous time in World history. May God 

Almighty shelter all Her Creation in Her safe and 

loving embrace.  I love and miss being with you all 

my Dear Friends. 

E J Hilliard 

Resolutions Committee Representative & Member, 

Faith Formation Committee 

MEET A MINISTRY: 
St. James’ American Sign Language 

(ASL) Sunday Service on Zoom  
 

In March 2020, due to COVID, St. James’ Deaf 

parishioners went virtual, utilizing the ASL-

friendly Zoom meeting technology. Before that, 

we met in person at 10:30 in Education 1, 

concurrently with St. James’ English worship 

service.  Deaf members of Stone Church of 

Willow Glen, a Presbyterian church in San Jose, 

have now joined us online, appreciating our 

interactive ASL style.  Others have joined in 

periodically from Washington, Maryland, San 

Francisco, Santa Cruz, Riverside and Sacramento.  

Our attendance has varied from week to week, 

peaking on Easter Sunday with a joyous 

celebration of the resurrection with nearly 25 from 

around the country.  Typically, we are a group of 

about 10 people, enabling discussion akin to the 

Wednesday morning service in the Little Church.  

The experience has been so positive, there is 

chatter re: continuing virtually in some way even 

after Shelter-In-Place restrictions are lifted, to 

provide the opportunity for Deaf people too far 

away to come in person, as well as those with 

health and mobility issues, to still participate.  We 

are grateful to St. James for welcoming us as a 

part of the parish and for your warm and friendly 

support. 

                                        Bev Mosier & Ella Lentz 

https://diocal.org/2020-resolutions
https://diocal.org/2020-resolutions
mailto:stjdeanery@saintj.com
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The Vestry met on August 20 via Zoom video 

conference. We approved the July Vestry Meeting 

minutes and the amended July Staff and Ministry 

report. Lynn went over the July financials and we 

accepted the July financial reports. 

 

Sylvia thanked Janet Fischer, Dave Nelsen and 

Bruce Roberts for taking care of the freezer found 

with a broken fan. 

 

Rev. Lori informed us that the Diocese has asked 

St. James’ to coordinate a Diocese of El Camino 

Real fire relief effort for our Deanery. Elaine Miller 

of our Disaster Preparedness Team will find out the 

needs (gift cards and gift bags donations) and 

coordinate the collection of donations from 

churches of our Deanery.  

 

Rev. Lori was congratulated for being accepted into 

the Newbigin House of Studies Fellowship for a 

nine-month (mostly on Saturdays) theological 

study and reflections starting in September. 

 

Mike Scrutton was invited to the Vestry meeting to 

explain to us the new technology for worship. The 

Vestry has previously approved a budget of up to 

$4000 to purchase cameras, lights, computer, 

monitors and other equipment for doing live 

streaming of our Sunday service. The equipment 

has arrived and now Mike is able to use it to record 

Vestry Highlights 

and mix live and pre-recorded segments together. 

As soon as our internet is upgraded, we will be able 

to live stream our service. The plan is to start live-

streaming on September 13. 

 

Sylvia informed us that the August 4 practice run 

of the Parish Emergency Phone Tree was 

successful and updated phone tree list has been 

distributed to all the callers. 

 

The Vestry approved up to $550 for a new outside 

door for the Big Church office. Sylvia has 

forwarded the approval to Dave Nelsen and Jim 

Cunningham who are helping with the installation 

of the door. 

 

Rev. Lori discussed the upcoming stewardship 

program in which the Vestry will be helping with 

videos of Stewardship talks and with making and 

distribution of Stewardship reminders in October. 

The Ingathering of Pledges will be in a drive-

through format on November 22. 

 

The Vestry meeting adjourned with compline led 

by the Rev. Lori. 

Submitted by Sylvia Ma,  

Sr. Warden   

St. James’ Parish Emergency Phone Tree 
 

During an emergency or when there is critical information to disperse, Rev. Lori will initiate the phone 

tree by contacting ten second tier callers. The second tier callers are the staff, wardens and members of the 

DPT.  Currently, 80 family units of parishioners have agreed to be included on the phone tree, so each 

second tier will call seven parishioners. 

 

If you have not done so, it is not too late to join our Phone Tree. If you are interested, please contact Sylvia 

by email srwarden@saintj.com or by phone at 510-552-6549. 

 

~Sylvia Ma, Senior Warden 

https://newbiginhouse.org/
mailto:srwarden@saintj.com
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How to Pay Your 
Pledge or Donate 

During Our National 
Emergency 

I am sure you are wondering if you 

should continue to pay your pledge while 

we are not worshiping together. The 

church continues to need to pay salaries, 

PG & E, Water, Comcast, insurance 

premiums etc. so yes we need your 

pledges. We are fortunate to have a small 

cushion to help us through this time but 

we do need regular donations. Please do 

the following: 

 Mail your check with your pledge 

number in the memo box to: 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 

PO Box 457 

Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

 

 An alternative is to go on line to your 

bank and set up paying St. James’ 

with bill pay. Be sure to include your 

pledge number and use the address 

listed above. The bank will then mail 

a check to St. James’ each month. 

It is essential that you do not use our 

street address as we have had checks 

stolen from the outside mailbox.  

~Lynn Locher, Treasurer 

The Window Needs You! 
 

The Window editorial staff is still looking for one or two additional people to help with 

producing the monthly issues.  Depending on how many editors we have, you would 

be responsible for only three or four issues per year.  Familiarity with Microsoft 

Publisher is a plus, but we can train! 

 

If you are interested, please contact Janet Fischer or Laura Winter and we’ll do our 

best to answer your questions.  Thank you! 

~Janet Fischer 

CARES Act Charitable 
Giving Incentives 

Below are some provisions of the CARES Act that may 

have an impact on your charitable giving this year. 

 New charitable deductions for taxpayers who do not 

itemize. 

 Individuals can deduct $300 in charitable 

contributions from their gross income even if 

they do not itemize their deductions. 

 Donations must be made in cash. Gifts of 

appreciated securities and gifts to a donor 

advised fund or supporting organization do not 

qualify. 

 No cap on charitable deductions for taxpayers who 

itemize. 

 For 2020 the cap on donations has been lifted 

and donors contributing cash to charity may 

deduct up to 100% of their income.  

 Again this is cash (cash, check or credit card) 

only, not stock or gifts to a donor advised 

fund. 

 No required minimum IRA distribution, but qualified 

charitable distributions are still possible. 

 This refers to retirement IRAs. 

 One can still contribute up to $100,000 

directly to a charity without paying taxes on 

the distribution.  

This information was provided by the Episcopal Church 

Foundation. 

~Lynn Locher, Treasurer 
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The next issue of The Window is in October. We 

welcome your comments, essays, poems, photos, 

cartoons, newsworthy items, any group activity 

information and your reviews.  

 

Email your submission to newsletter@saintj.com  

by:  September 15th 

Always @ St. James’ 

Children and Youth 
 

Check current events at:  

https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/  

or email Jan Scrutton, jan@saintj.com 

Blessing Bags 
Blessing Bags are available in the Parish Hall for 

you to take to hand out to those in need.  Each bag 

contains a pair of socks, a washcloth, toiletries, 

water, and something to eat. You can pick these 

up on the patio on Wednesdays, 10am-1pm. 

Bible Studies 
Monday morning Bible Study continues via zoom 

meetings, 11:00-12:00 each Monday.  Our guide is 

Our Journey With Luke:  The 50 Day Bible 

Challenge, by The Rev. Marek Zabriskie. Contact 

Rev. Lori by emailing lori@saintj.com to get the 

link to the Zoom meeting. 

 

We also have a Wednesday afternoon Bible Study 

at 1:00pm, also via Zoom.  Lori will send out a link 

to a short video and discussion questions.  Email 

Lori to be added 

to this list as 

well. 

mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/
mailto:jan@saintj.com
mailto:lori@saintj.com
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9/2  Brian Cochran 

       Bob Reed 

9/3  Amy Reynolds 

9/6  Kai Fortescue 

9/7  Mel Johnson 

9/8  Ron Larson 

9/11  Carol Covey 

9/14  Janice Brandt 

9/18  Gianna Verdin 

9/19  Jake Daniel 

9/25  Michael Aquino 

         Barbara Dabney 

9/26  Caiden Kalitta 

9/27  Mitchell Pinnix 

 

 

9/5    Amy & Paul Davis 

9/11  Nathaniel & Gloryanne Bryant 

9/12  George & Pat Vlastelica 

9/19  John & Jay Butterfield 

9/21  Scott & Becky Whitaker III 

9/23  Evelyn Martinez & Griselda Prather 

         Bud & Pat Spalding Jr. 

9/25  Frank & Rose Hoffman 

9/26  Julie & Frank Guzior 

9/27  Brian & Evelyn Cochran 

 

 

News For September 

St. James'           
Prayer List  

Most Holy God we pray : 

For Those in the Military: 

Jarrod, Megan, Erica, Theresa, Mark, Tim, 

Louis, Caitlin, Emily, Robin, Adam, Dave, 

Shawn, Ethan, Paul, Matthew, Johnny, 

Johnathan, Darren 

For Essential Workers: 

Evelyn, Jeff, Brian, Samir, Mary Frances, 

Josephine, Mary, Polly, Alice, Bozena, 

Angela, Darcia, Melissa, Mary, Tammy, 

Heidi, Mana, Tessa, Alex  

For Those Expecting Children: 

Megan and Josh 

For Those Who Need Guidance and 

Direction: 

 

For Those Who Need Comfort and 

Strength: 

The Sullivan Family 

For Those Who Need Healing: 

Ron, Julie, Gail, Craig, Linda, Diane, Barry, 

Bill, Carolyn, Maggie, Ellison, David, 

Nathan, Peter, Paul Chae, Alyssa, Marcus, 

Margo, and all those affected by COVID-19. 

For Those Who Have Passed Away:  

Scotty, Carlene, Thomas, Armando 

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” 
list, please call / email the Church Office.  
After six weeks, names are removed from 
the list.  Please renew your request as 
needed.   Thank you. 
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WORSHIP TIMES  

SUNDAY SERVICES: VIA YOUTUBE 

CHECK THE LINK ON OUR HOME PAGE: 

HTTP://SAINTJ.COM 

 

WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST  10:00AM 

VIA ZOOM. CONTACT lori@saintj.com FOR THE LINK 

  

OFFICE HOURS 

WEDNESDAYS 10:00AM TO 1:00PM 

Other Important Coordinators  

 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors:  

George Siegmann 

Eucharistic Visitors: The Rev. Lori Walton 

Altar Guild: Katie Cunningham 

Ushers: Burtin Hart 

Facilities: facilities@saintj.com 

The Window  Staff 

Janet Fischer 

Laura Winter 

Article submission: 

newsletter@saintj.com 

 

VESTRY 

 Senior Warden ..... srwarden@saintj.com 

            Sylvia Ma 

 

Junior Warden ...... jrwarden@saintj.com 

           Monique Manjarrez 

 

Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 

MAIL TO: PO Box 457 

Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

http://saintj.com 

Tel: (510) 797-1492 

STAFF 

The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector ..........   lori@saintj.com       

The Rev. Dr. Bill Hale, Associate Priest 

………………………………...…...bhale@saintj.com 

Jan Scrutton, Children and Youth Minister

 ............................................................ jan@saintj.com 

Ron Cook, Office Administrator .. .admin@saintj.com 

Jennifer Ravera, Music Director ..... music@saintj.com 

Lynn Locher, Treasurer ............. treasurer@saintj.com 

Bob Bynum 

Bob Doherty 

Janet Fischer 

Tim Fortescue 

Mary Francis Leopold 

Jim McConnell 

Sally Morgan 

Laura Winter 

 

Vestry Clerk: Elizabeth Hart 

Convention Delegates 

Email our delegates at:  

stjdeanery@saintj.com  

John Amouroux 

Meg Amouroux 

Jim McConnell 

Ken Trant 

Scott Whitaker 

Alternates to Convention 

Penny Trant 

Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

http://saintj.com/
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:facilities@saintj.com
mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
mailto:window@saintj.com?subject=Newsletter%20submission
mailto:srwarden@saintj.com
mailto:jrwarden@saintj.com
http://www.saintj.com/
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:admin@saintj.com
mailto:music@saintj.com
mailto:treasurer@saintj.com
mailto:stjdeanery@saintj.com

