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The Gift of Our Common Prayer 
“We’ve closed the 

building, not the church.”  

In one of the thousands of 

Facebook threads that I 

have been reading these 

days, this simple sentence 

jumped out at me and 

struck me as one of the 

truest statements I’ve heard 

yet.  We have closed the 

building.  We have not 

closed the church.  Why?  

Because we are the church.  We love our buildings, 

no doubt.  And, they are important.  But they are not 

what make us who we are.  What makes us who we 

are is our belief and fidelity not to a structure, but to 

God through Jesus Christ.   

 

As Anglicans, we have been given a gift.  In 1549, 

the English House of Lords passed the Act of 

Uniformity abolishing the Latin Mass.  Thomas 

Cranmer, the Archbishop of Canterbury, penned the 

first version of the Book of Common Prayer in 

English, giving the faithful direct access to the 

prayers and liturgies of the church.  The Prayer Book 

in some form is now used throughout the worldwide 

Anglican Church.  For us in the Episcopal Church, 

we use the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.   

 

Our faith in Jesus Christ is our connection to one 

another.  The Prayer Book is our common language.  

Along with services for Holy Communion, the Book 

contains a treasure chest of rites and prayers.  While 

we are all sheltering in place, it is this Book that can 

give us words and rituals that can bring comfort and 

strength. 

 

So, I commend this little book to you.  Please take 

your copy off the shelf and see what it holds.  Turn 

to page 585 and find the entire Psalter.  Page 814 

begins the cadence of Prayers and Thanksgivings.  

Page 136 reveals Daily Devotions for Individuals 

and Families.  Within, you will also find Morning 

Prayer, Noontime Prayer, Evening Prayer, Compline 

(Night Prayer).  Along with prayers and rituals, the 

back of the book contains the teachings of the 

Church (the Catechism) and historical documents.   

 

My point is this: The Book of Common Prayer is 

your book.  It is part of your heritage, your 

inheritance, given to you centuries ago.  You do not 

need a person in a collar and stole to lead you.  You 

are empowered to pray and to lead prayer, for 

yourself and for your family.  If you have a church 

friend, call them up and pray one of the Daily 

Offices together over the phone.  Or use the one of 

the Daily Devotions to gather your family.  Go to 

saintj.com on a Sunday Morning and join with me in 

saying Morning Prayer.  At the end of the day, say 

Compline with me and my husband Ron. 

 

None of us could predict the place we now find 

ourselves.  But in the midst of this major disruption, 

I rejoice in our tradition.  This time is giving us the 

opportunity to rediscover the great treasure of the 

Prayer Book. 
(cont. on pg. 2) 

http://www.saintj.com/


The Window  April 2020                                                    2  

 

Emboldened by Faith  
by Sylvia Ma 

 

I am not a person that likes to 

take risks. I drive under the 

speed limit most of the time 

and cross the street at the 

pedestrian green signal. But 

guessed what I signed up to do 

on a trip to Costa Rica in 

2007? I signed up for a zip 

lining tour with my Tai Chi 

brothers and sisters. I sat in a 

harness and zipped across a 

valley by a cable. On my first try, I got stuck half-

way across: my hand was holding onto the brake too 

hard and I stopped. I had to turn myself around and 

pulled myself with my hands back to the starting 

point and started over. Our tour did a dozen 

crossings and I completed all of them and got stuck 

only twice. I learned the hard way that the key is to 

relax and trust the zip line will get me across and 

not put on the brakes prematurely. Looking back on 

this adventure years later, I am a bit surprised at my 

decision to go on that tour. God guided me the 

whole way, including keeping me calm when I got 

stuck hundreds of feet above the valley floor 

hanging by a cable. He gave me courage and I made 

it through and had a great time. 

 

Recently, I have not had such excitement, but God 

is by my side, nevertheless. He was there when I 

went out of my comfort zone and agreed to teach 

Tai Chi at St. James’, at my previous work, and 

especially at a friend’s new workplace. I was very 

stressed by the idea of teaching Tai Chi to folks I do 

not know well, but God stretched my horizons. 

 

 

The Spirit moved me to join the Vestry a year ago, 

and moved me to say yes when Lori asked me to be 

the Senior Warden. This year, the Vestry is 

actively working on a few ‘bold’ projects. One of 

the projects is to plan out new uses for the 

labyrinth/park area. Another project is to explore 

the use our space and talents to extend our outreach 

to outside communities such as the LGBT 

community. The goal is to expand the love and 

welcoming that Jesus has been teaching us, not 

only to the St James’ community but to be bold and 

reach out to the interfaith community and beyond. I 

am inviting you all to pray on these issues and 

open your hearts and minds and offer your ideas 

and supports to me or to any of the Vestry 

members. Think outside of the box. Let the Spirit 

guide you to expand your ministry and the ministry 

of St James’.  

Embolden: to give (someone) the courage or 
confidence to do something or to behave  

in a certain way.  

(cont. from pg. 1) 

 

So, take it off the shelf if you have not 

already done so and open it up. 

 

If you do not have a Prayer Book in your 

home, let me know and we will get one to 

you.  If you prefer digital, you will find both 

an online copy and a PDF of the Prayer Book 

on our website under “additional resources”.   

 

Know that I am praying for you daily.  Know 

that we are connected across space and time.  

Know that while we have closed the building, 

we have not closed the church.  Thanks be to 

God. 

 

Lori+ 
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A Message from Rev. Bill Hale 

Happy Easter to all of you at St. James! I hope that 

by the time you read this, the virus pandemic is 

subsiding and may soon 

be only a memory. But 

whatever the case, it is 

good to stop and reflect 

on the meaning of this 

most holy season of the 

year.  Because it is so 

easy to be swept along 

by the power of the 

liturgies of Palm Sunday, 

Holy Week, and Easter, I 

find myself needing to step back and reflect on what 

all this divine drama actually means for us. 

 

Every year I need to remind myself that the message 

of Christmas is not about angels, the Magi, or even 

the touching picture of the holy family at the manger; 

rather, God’s purpose manifests in the miracle of the 

Incarnation, as God comes among us in the full 

humanity of Jesus.  Likewise, the empty tomb at 

Easter is not in itself the whole message we need to 

hear Sunday morning. It is a sign pointing beyond 

itself for its meaning to be grasped. The whole drama 

which has unfolded before the disciples from 

Maundy Thursday evening through that resurrection 

Sunday needs a commentary. 

 

Jesus tried repeatedly to tell his disciples and as the 

Messiah/Christ, he needed to suffer and die, and that 

he would be raised on the third day (Matthew 16: 21 

and elsewhere). This is also the meaning of his 

saying,  

 

Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 

single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

(John 12:24) 

 

What the disciples could not comprehend, Paul 

summed up best in these few verses: 

 

For while we were still weak, at the right 

time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person-- 

though perhaps for a good person someone 

might actually dare to die. But God proves 

his love for us in that while we still were 

sinners Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)  
 
I don't wish to take away anything from the power of 

Holy Week, the dramatic Passion narratives, or 

certainly not from the awe-inspiring accounts of that 

first Easter morning. Those are among the finest 

testimony to the work of Jesus Christ in the world. 

What Paul adds to these, however, is his emphatic 

declaration that because God so loved the world, 

Christ, bearing the fullness of God's love, would and 

did die for us – the ungodly, the sinful, the 

undeserving, and yet the most beloved of God's 

creatures. Taking our form and our human life, 

Christ knew us as intimately as could be imagined, 

as one of us. And as the Son did not consider his 

divinity a thing to be grasped or held onto in heaven 

(Philippians 2:6-7), so he did not value sparing his 

human life when it was possible to lay it down that 

we might have life. Christ’s resurrection and his 

ascension are God's seal upon the mission and 

ministry he had completed. In another passage, Paul 

relates Christ’s experience to our own: 

 

Do you not know that all of who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death?  Therefore we have been buried 

with him by baptism into death, so that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 

newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4) 

 

This year, owing to the pandemic, we cannot gather 

together in church to celebrate Holy Week or Easter 

Sunday. Through the media of technology, we will 

be able to have virtual services to mark these most 

holy days. But it is possible that, while missing the 

hymns, responses, and other trappings of our usual  
(cont. pg. 4) 
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Who will win the Golden Halo?  Once again we 

follow along with Lent Madness, an all-for-fun 

“competition” among various saints of the church to 

see who will win the Golden Halo for 2020.  If you 

want to vote for your favorite saint please sign up 

at  https://www.lentmadness.org/.   It’s all in good 

fun, and you’ll learn a ton about some saints you 

may have never heard of before! 

~Janet Fischer, Faith Formation 

(cont. from pg. 3) 

 

Easter worship services, we might read and reread the message of Paul above, which the Church has 

taken as the core of the gospel. We can pause in our separate locations and marvel at the depth of the 

amazing love of God in sending the Lord Christ among us. Added to the joyful experience we always 

associate with Easter, I invite you also to pause and take in what Paul proclaims God has indeed done for 

us. We may feel more humble than exalted, leaving exultation to the Crucified and now Risen One. And 

perhaps in this very different holy season, we may find yet a new reason to glorify the Lord for all the 

goodness and love shown to us through Jesus Christ. 

 

May the love of God through our Lord Jesus Christ abide among us now and forever! 

~Bill+ 

 

How to Pay your Pledge 
or Donate During Our 
National Emergency 

I am sure you are wondering if you should 

continue to pay your pledge while we are not 

worshiping together. The church continues to need 

to pay salaries, PG & E, Water, Comcast, 

insurance premiums etc. so yes we need your 

pledges. We are fortunate to have a small cushion 

to help us through this time but we do need regular 

donations. Please do one of the following: 

 Mail your check with your pledge number in 

the memo box to: 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 

PO Box 457 

Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

 

 An alternative is to go on line to your bank and 

set up paying St. James’ with bill pay. Be sure 

to include your pledge number and use the 

address listed above. The bank will then mail a 

check to St. James’ each month. 

 

It is essential that you do not use our street 

address as we have had checks stolen from the 

outside mailbox.  

~Lynn Locher, Treasurer 

https://www.lentmadness.org/
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The Window  
Needs You! 

 

The Window editorial 

staff is looking for one or 

two additional people to 

help with producing the 

monthly issues.  

Depending on how many 

editors we have, you 

would be responsible for 

only three or four issues 

per year.  Familiarity with 

Microsoft Publisher is a 

plus, but we can train! 

 

If you are interested, please contact Laura Winter, 

Penny Trant, or Janet Fischer and we’ll do our best 

to answer your questions.  Thank you! 

~Janet Fischer 

 

 

Holy Week & Easter 
 

Be on the look-out for notices from 

Rev. Lori and staff about how we 

will celebrate Holy Week and Easter 

together online. 

 

Holy Week:  April 5-11. 

Easter: April 12. 

Women’s Day of 
Renewal 

 

Our Women’s Day of Renewal that was 

scheduled for May 2 has been postponed.  We 

are working to reschedule for the month of 

July.  Thank you. 

~Janet Fischer 
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Pancake Supper 2020! 

Our annual pancake supper was another great success!  Thanks to the Men’s Group who prepared and 

cooked our meal, Cub Scout Pak 163 who helped cook and who served and cleaned up, our faithful ticket 

takers, and everyone who came and ate delicious pancakes, sausage, eggs, and juice!  Thank you to Bob 

Bynum for the great photos! 
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Men's Trip - Save the Date - Aug 20-23, 2020 

The Men's Trip to the mountains is in its 12th year.  About 

12 or more of us get together for fishing, golfing, hiking, 

kayaking, reading, site seeing, beer & wine tasting and 

whatever else we can think of for the course of a few days.  

  

Last year was spent in Arnold in a large mountain house, 

and this year we are headed back to Twain Harte.  If you 

are new to St James' or an old-timer, we welcome your 

company to the group (ages 21 - 80 +).  The chores and 

meal cooking and clean up are divided up among us.  We 

carpool as much as possible since parking can be a 

challenge at times.  The distance is right around 130 miles 

and the drive up is very relaxing once you leave the bay area.  The cost for the weekend is $175.00 which 

covers lodging and meals and non-alcoholic beverages.  For the first night most of us go to the local 

restaurant to kick off the weekend.  If you would like to attend, email me:  dgfeeney@comcast.net or call 

my cell at 510-506-2303.  I will put up a sign-up sheet in the parish hall soon. 

~Gregg Feeney  

Community in a Time of Pandemic 
 

“May you live in interesting times.”  This supposedly ancient curse may actually be more of a blessing.  

Staying home or sheltering in place, “self isolation” as it is called, is actually bringing new life in many 

different ways.  Families are re-connecting, neighbors are reaching out to help each other, more people 

are checking in with their friends, and the planet seems to be healing itself.  Fewer cars on the road, 

planes in the air, a lack of tourists making a mess, all are giving the Earth a chance to breath. 

 

Our clergy and staff are working hard to keep every member of the parish connected.  They have also 

prepared some wonderful resources now posted on our web site for those “virtual” times.  If you haven’t 

already, I encourage you to check them out if you are able. 

 

Go here: https://saintj.com/wp/worship/online-worship/  for Online Worship.  A new service of Morning 

Prayer and a sermon will be posted each week, as well as a lovely service of Compline. You can follow 

along with all of them with our trusty Book of Common Prayer. 

 

Here:  https://saintj.com/wp/worship/online-worship/additional-online-worship-resources/ are additional 

resources, several different ways to access the BCP, the Lectionary, a live-streamed Sunday service 

from the National Cathedral in Washington DC, and other resources to read and explore. 

 

I hope you will take the time to explore them all. 

~Janet Fischer, Faith Formation 

mailto:dgfeeney@comcast.net
https://saintj.com/wp/worship/online-worship/
https://saintj.com/wp/worship/online-worship/additional-online-worship-resources/
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St. James’ Deaf Ministry’s Support 
for the Adoption of a Deaf,  
Eastern-European Orphan 

Mark is a 14-year-old Deaf 

boy from Latvia, who has 

just been adopted by a Deaf 

American couple in Union 

City.  Mark attended St. 

James’ during the summer of 

2018, while being hosted by 

Bill and Bev Mosier through 

an orphan hosting program.  

Bev and Bill had been 

searching for a family for 

Mark, who lived in a hearing orphanage with little 

communication for 8 years.  

 

It was in August 2018 that the Mosiers met the 

Reasols.  Olga (new mom) is a Deaf Russian from 

Uzbekistan.  Ronz (new dad) is a Deaf American-

born Filipino.  The Reasols spent nearly 10 years 

trying to have children and were thrilled at the 

opportunity to adopt a Deaf child.  The paperwork 

took over a year and the cost has been astronomical, 

but while jumping through the hoops, the Reasols 

were able to host Mark for Christmas 2018 and 

again during the summer 2019.  Thus, bonding was 

already beginning.  

 

 St. James’ ASL Group has actively been supporting 

Mark and the adoption effort. Ruth and Michele 

were instrumental in introducing the Mosiers to the 

Reasols.  Jeanne and Eddie sent Mark an iPhone, so 

the family could stay in contact between visits. Judy 

and Ella gave them the use of their mountain cabin 

the weekend they moved out of their Sacramento 

home, while their new apartment in Union City was 

still being painted.  Several people filmed 

themselves signing Bible stories in ASL for Mark.  

Many contributed financially, spearheaded by Celia 

May. And all were prayer warriors throughout, 

continually cheering them on.    

Finally, in October 2019, the Reasols spent a month 

in Ventspils, Latvia, a small coastal town on the 

Baltic Sea for court dates and social worker visits to 

determine suitability of placement. Bev Mosier had 

the privilege of accompanying them as their 

interpreter.  
 
Now, Mark is here on a visitor visa. He will not 

become a citizen for a while.  Therefore, he cannot 

attend school.  Instead, Bev Mosier has been 

homeschooling him.  He is determined to acquire 

English as quickly as possible and works studiously 

toward that end.  The drawback to homeschooling is, 

of course, that Mark has no Deaf peers to socialize 

with. Only recently has Mark been able to get 

together with another 14-year-old boy, who is 

hearing but has Deaf parents so he can sign.   

 

We invite you to pray with us for the Reasols’ time 

of bonding and attachment, Mark’s cultural 

adjustment, ongoing studies, social opportunities, 

and spiritual journey in the upcoming months. 

Thank you for your support of us all!  
~Bev Mosier 
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Financial Summary February 2020

Fund Balances 2/28/2019 2/29/2020

Operating Fund 46,593.36   91,101.65            

Building Fund 61,034.16   61,034.16            

Pledges Budgeted 55,900.17   57,177.32            

Pledges Paid 50,927.96   86,696.60            

Unpledged Contributions 993.10        3,610.00             

Other Op Income 2,506.40     3,578.99             

Total Operating Income 54,427.46   93,885.59            

Total Operating Expenses 57,425.62   52,285.46            

Income less Expenses (2,998.16)    41,600.13            

 

 

The Vestry met on March 19th via Zoom online 

conferencing because of our inability to meet in 

person due to the shelter in place. Lori shared the 

possibility of having to utilize the online 

conferencing platform should the shelter in place 

continue into April. We approved the February 

vestry meeting minutes, the February financial 

reports, and accepted the February staff and ministry 

reports.  

 

Lori shared that the Lead Team is looking at 

whether to scale back on our cleaning service during 

this shelter in place.  Additional cost savings 

measures include turning down the heat at the 

church since we are not using the facilities during 

this time. Lori shared that the Staff has discussed 

and are implementing some new practices during 

this shelter in place, along with other recorded items 

that are uploaded on the website. The Vestry made 

the decision to approve the roofing company 

recommended by the Facilities group.  

Lori expressed the need for a new treasurer for 

our Vestry and Lynn shared what duties are 

involved in this position.   

 

We discussed the Corazon house build in Mexico, 

and Lori shared that the date for this year will be 

on June 13th. Lori shared that the parish will be 

used for U.S. Census Bureau training.  

 

The Lead Team approved the posting of a draft 

vestry meeting agenda to the web site each 

month.  It can be found here: 

https://saintj.com/wp/leadership/reports/  

 

At 8:20, the Vestry adjourned with Compline led 

by Sylvia.  

 

~Monique Manjarrez, Junior Warden 

Earth Day 
April 22, 2020 

 

This year is the 50th Earth Day.  This annual event 

is celebrated around the world to demonstrate 

support for environmental protection.  You can learn 

more online at:  

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/  

Vestry Highlights 

https://saintj.com/wp/leadership/reports/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/
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Blessing Bags 
Blessing Bags are available in 

the Parish Hall for you to take 

to hand out to those in need.  

Each bag contains a pair of 

socks, a washcloth, toiletries, 

water, and something to eat. 

Monday Morning 
Scripture Musings 

 

Monday morning Bible Study continues into the 

fall.  Our guide is Brian McLaren’s book, “We 

Make the Road By Walking,” supplemented by 

other material.  Meet us in the Education Room 

from 11:00-12:00 each Monday.  If you have any 

questions, ask Rev. Lori by emailing 

lori@saintj.com. Now meeting via Zoom until we 

can meet in person again! 

Always @ St. James’ 

Tai Chi Classes 
 

On hiatus until  
further notice. 

 

Classes are taught by instructor Sylvia Ma. 

Contact Sylvia by email: 

hsiehtinghsueh@yahoo.com 

Children and Youth 
 

Check current events at:  

https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/  

or email Jan Scrutton, jan@saintj.com 

Sitting Meditation or 

Silent Prayer 

On hiatus until  

further notice. 
Contact: Janet Fischer, jfischer@saintj.com 

 

mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:hsiehtinghsueh@yahoo.com
https://saintj.com/wp/ministries/childrens-programs/
mailto:jan@saintj.com
mailto:jfischer@saintj.com
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St. James'           
Prayer List  

Most Holy God we pray : 

For Those in the Military: 

Jarrod, Megan, Erica, Theresa, Mark, Tim, 

Louis, Caitlin, Emily, Robin, Adam, Dave, 

Shawn, Ethan, Paul, Matthew, Johnny, 

Johnathan. 

For Those Who Need Guidance and 

Direction: 

Don, Scott, Hannah. 

For Those Who Need Comfort and 

Healing: 

Ron, Julie, Gail, Bob, Craig, Diane, Barry, 

Ivy, Bob, Jack, Katie, Nathan, Ellison, Peter, 

Beatrice, Marcia, Billie, Cody, Beatrice, and 

all who are impacted by the Coronavirus 

pandemic. 

For Those Who Have Passed Away:  

Joe, Scott, Donna, Jose. 

 

Please note:  If your birth month or        

anniversary is in this month and your   

name(s) is not listed or the information is 

incorrect, please email the appropriate    

information to  admin@saintj.com 

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” 
list, please complete a pew card and place 
in the Sunday offering plate OR call / 
email the Church Office.  After six weeks, 
names are removed from the list.  Please 
renew your request as needed.   Thank you 

The next issue of The Window is in May. We  

welcome your comments, essays, poems, photos, 

cartoons, newsworthy items, any group activity 

information and your reviews.  

 

Email your submission to newsletter@saintj.com  

by:  April 15th 

9 Alice & Mel Johnson 

      Amy & Mark Reynolds 

19  Bud & Jan Pearson 

April 
Birthdays 

April 
   Anniversaries 

6 Ann Jamison 

7 Ian Fuller 

8 Kaitlin Evans-

Bodenrader 

10 Robert Bell 

      EJ Hilliard 

14 Tim Feeney 

15 Elyse Lovellette 

16 John Michael Butterfield 

 

17  Tom Scrutton 

20 Ruth Poole 

21 Elvin Maina 

22 Elaine Maina 

23 Karl Drescher 

24 Bill Hale 

26 Elizabeth Hart 

      Michael Hart 

28  Al Casas 

mailto:admin@saintj.com
mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
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WORSHIP TIMES  

SUNDAY SERVICES: 8:00AM & 10:30AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15AM 

WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST  10:00AM 

  

OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY: 10:00AM TO 2:00PM 

Other Important Coordinators  

 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors:  

George Siegmann 

Eucharistic Visitors: The Rev. Lori Walton 

Altar Guild: Katie Cunningham 

Ushers: Burtin Hart 

Facilities: facilities@saintj.com 

The Window  Staff 

Penny Trant 

Janet Fischer 

Laura Winter 

Article submission: 

newsletter@saintj.com 

VESTRY 

 Senior Warden ..... srwarden@saintj.com 

            Sylvia Ma 

 

Junior Warden ...... jrwarden@saintj.com 

           Monique Manjarrez 

 

Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 

PO Box 457 

Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

http://saintj.com 

Tel: (510) 797-1492 

STAFF 

The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector ..........   lori@saintj.com       

The Rev. Dr. Bill Hale, Associate Priest 

………………………………...…...bhale@saintj.com 

Jan Scrutton, Children and Youth Minister

 ............................................................ jan@saintj.com 

Ron Cook, Office Administrator .. .admin@saintj.com 

Jennifer Ravera, Music Director ..... music@saintj.com 

Lynn Locher, Treasurer ............. treasurer@saintj.com 

Bob Bynum 

Bob Doherty 

Janet Fischer 

Tim Fortescue 

Julie Guzior 

Mary Francis Leopold 

Jim McConnell 

Sally Morgan 

Laura Winter 

Vestry Clerk: Elizabeth Hart 

Convention Delegates 

Email our delegates at:  

stjdeanery@saintj.com  

John Amouroux 

Meg Amouroux 

Jim McConnell 

Ken Trant 

Scott Whitaker 

Alternates to Convention 

Penny Trant 

Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

mailto:facilities@saintj.com
mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
mailto:window@saintj.com?subject=Newsletter%20submission
mailto:srwarden@saintj.com
mailto:jrwarden@saintj.com
http://www.saintj.com/
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:bhale@saintj.com
mailto:admin@saintj.com
mailto:music@saintj.com
mailto:treasurer@saintj.com
mailto:stjdeanery@saintj.com

