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The Bible as the Word of God 

• We cannot come to know God on our own; God is beyond our 
ability to comprehend. 

• Observation and experience only take us so far. 

• God wants to be known, and reaches out to us. 

• We call this ”revelation,” and it is contained principally in the 
Scriptures. 

• The Scriptures contain “all things necessary for salvation.” 
(Articles of Religion, VI, BCP 868) 

• We understand the meaning of the Scriptures through the 
Holy Spirit, who guides interpretation. 

• Scriptural interpretation is a communal activity. 

 



Themes of Scripture 

• The Bible is, first and foremost, a love story. 

• “The Bible is the story of God interacting with the 
world, and our human efforts to respond – 
sometimes positively, sometimes negatively, 
sometimes wisely, sometimes foolishly, sometimes 
with understanding, sometimes quite wrong-
headed.” – William Countryman, How Can Anyone 
Read the Bible? 

• The story is still ongoing, powered by God’s desire to 
bring us into friendship. 

• How does my (our) story fit into the larger story? 

 

 



Themes of Scripture 
• Poetry gives voice to our longings, insights, joys, 

sorrows, and misunderstandings. 

• Prophetic writings focus us on how well we are 
collectively living into our friendship with God. 

• Wisdom writings give us common-sense advice, and 
focus us on the nature of human life. 

• Apocalyptic writings offer hope for the worst of 
times. 

• Historical writings give us context. 

• Gospels/Acts/Epistles teach us about Jesus and 
reflect on the significance of his life, death, and 
resurrection. 

 

 



The Bible in Context 
• The human authors are inspired, but still embedded in 

their culture. 

• Important to distinguish what is divine inspiration, and 
what is cultural bias. 

• The interpretation of Scripture is a primary task of the 
Church, helped by the best and latest human scholarship 
(reason), with due respect to the Church’s tradition. 

• If we truly believe in God’s loving initiative, our faith is not 
shaken by text variances, scribal errors, and culturally 
inspired Scripture passages and we are not threatened by 
changes of interpretation.  Through the Holy Spirit, we 
are led to deeper relationship with God. 



 God is love. God creates out of love. God loves people, and the rest 

of creation.  God offers friendship to us and asks for our friendship in 
turn. 

 As we come to know God’s love, it will shape our lives, emerging in 
love for others and the building of a community in which others, even 
the poor and the outsiders, are treated with respect. 

 God insists on justice as the foundation of human community, but 
is far more eager to forgive and restore broken relations than to 
punish. 

 God’s work is an ongoing process. God initiates it, not us; but we 
are invited to cooperate with it. 

 God is so committed to creation and humanity that God risks living 
among us – even becoming one of us – in order to make friendship 
with us a reality…God still sticks with us because of hope for a future 
that we can…only dimly envision – a future in which God’s generous 
and unfailing love will be accepted a shared by all. 

           - William Countryman 

 



Prayer and Study with the Bible 
• Simply opening the Bible to a random page, or trying 

to read it from start to end is not that helpful. 

• How to get started (see handout for details): 

• Pick a translation that speaks to you, and 
understand its origins and limits.  

• Obtaining a study Bible is very helpful. 

• Other tools, such as commentaries, are also very 
helpful if you want more depth. 

• Bring yourself into the picture – how does your 
story fit (or not) into the bigger story? 

• Group study with a knowledgeable leader is a rich 
experience. We can inspire one another. 



Prayer and Study with the Bible 

• Three excellent ways of praying with the Scriptures are 
Lectio Divina, Gospel contemplation, and the Psalms 
 

 

See handout for suggested websites and books. 



 



Prayer and Study with the Bible 

• Prayer exercise: Gospel Contemplation 

• Using the imagination, one puts oneself in the 
scene. 

• Begin with a short prayer mentioning what one 
hopes for 

• End with a conversation with Jesus, and a prayer of 
thanksgiving. 

• Ex: Luke 10:38-42 

• What was it like? 



Thank you for participating! 


