Getting Comfortable with the Bible

Session 1: The Library We Call “The Bible”
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Your Bible Experience

Did you read or hear the Bible growing up? When and
how?

What were you told the Bible is?

When and how do you read or hear it now?
What do you think the Bible is today?

Is the Bible important to you? Why or why not?

When you think about the Bible, what images or
feelings come to mind?

What do you want to know about the Bible?



The Basics of Bible Navigation

The Bible isn’t a book, it is a library.

Compiled over 1500—- 1800 years, first in oral form,
then in written form, then collected together.

The books of the Bible represent different types of
writing: myths, history, poetry, stories, prophecy,
wisdom, parables, accounts, and letters.

Knowing what kind of writing your are reading or
hearing is key.



The Basics of Bible Navigation

The names of the books and their abbreviations can
be found in the first pages of any Bible.

Citations have a format:
<Name of book><space><chapter #>:<beginning
verse #>-[<chapter #>]<ending verse #>

Ex #1: Genesis, chapter 12, verses 1 to 9 (the sending
forth of Abram to a new land) is abbreviated
Gen 12:1-9

Ex #2: Gospel of Mark Passion Narrative is
Mark 14:12-15:47



How the Books Are Grouped

e Three major divisions:
e Old Testament (written before Christ)
e New Testament (written about and after Christ)

e Deuterocanonical/Apocryphal (written before
Christ)

Let’s look at each one.



Old Testament

e Also called First Testament, Hebrew Scriptures, or
Jewish Scriptures.

e The word “Old” seems to imply these books have
been overshadowed by the “New.”

e Three major divisions

e The Torah, the Books of Moses, the Pentateuch,
the Law: first 5 books. They are a mix of 4 different
sources.

e The Prophets: 17 books, 5 “major,” 12 “minor”
e The Writings:

e History: 12 books
e \Wisdom and Poetry: 5 books



Pre-History Songs, Sagas, Laws & Treaties (from Babylon, tribal culture,
(pre-1200s) Egypt, Canaan, etc) Oral and written sources

900s

800s

700s

600s
500s

400s

200s

90AD

Yahwist source (Adam & Eve, Cain & Abel, Babel, Flood
(parts), frames much of narrative)

Elohist source (Patriarch sagas, Joseph saga)

Yahwist/Elohist comb. & editing, Addtl sagas, legends,
genealogies, cultic regs, holiness code

Portions of Yahwist/Elohist migrate to Deuteronomy
Priestly source (7 days, most laws, cultic stuff)

Yahwist/Elohist/Priestly comb. & editing, Deuteronomy
separated

Torah/Law/Pentateuch near final form

Complete Hebrew Bible delimited by Rabbinic Assembly at
Jamnia



The Prophets

800s

700s

600s

500s

400s

200s

100s

90AD

Laws, treaties, songs, proto-Deuteronomy

Sagas, legends, annals, historical narratives, Isaiah 1-31, Amos,
Hoseah, Micah

Deuteronomy, first eds. of Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1&2
Kings, Jeremiah 1-45, Zephaniah, Nahun, Habakkuk

Isaiah 40-55, second eds. of Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1&2
Kings, Haggai, Zechariah 1-8

Isaiah 32-35, Jeremiah 30-31, Ezekiel 1-37 & 40-48, Joel,
Malachi, Obadiah, Jonah

Isaiah 24-27, Ezekiel 38-39, Zechariah 9-14, Book of the 12

Former and latter prophets

Complete Hebrew Bible delimited by Rabbinic
Assembly at Jamnia



The Writings

1000s

900s

800s

700s

600s

500s

300s

100s

90 AD

Sagas

Aphorisms, numerical sayings, hymns, laments, Thanksgiving songs,
royal songs

Folktales behind Job 1-2, 42:9-17
Proverbs 10-22, 25-29, Egyptian proto-Proverbs 22:17-24

Proverbs 22:17-24, Job 3-31, 38-42:6, Midrashes of Kings & Prophets for
Chronicles

Written sub-collections of some Psalms, more Proverbs, Job complete,
Lamentations

Psalms complete, Proverbs complete, song of songs, Ruth, Chronicles,
Ecclesiastes

Esther, Daniel

Complete Hebrew Bible delimited by rabbinic assembly at Jamnia



New Testament

Also called the Second Testament or Christian Scriptures.

Narratives about Jesus and his followers:
e The Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
e The first 3 have common sources, hence called
“synoptic.” John is different.
e Acts of the Apostles

Pauline Letters (13 epistles)

e O |etters to congregations —arranged by decreasing length
e 3 |etters to pastors (1 and 2 Timothy, Titus)

e 1 private letter (Philemon)

Other letters (8) - arranged by decreasing length
Revelation (Apocalyptic)



When was the NT written?

Note: These dates represent the scholarly consensus, but are still
open to debate.

e Jesus: 3-33 CE (CE stands for “Common Era” in place of “AD”)
 Paul’s Letters: 51-58 CE

* Oral forms of gospels: 33-110 CE

* Gospel of Mark: written 68-73 CE

 Rome destroys Jerusalem temple: 70 CE

 Gospel of Matthew: written 80-90 CE

e Luke/Acts: 80-90 CE

* Gospel of John: 80-110 CE

* Revelation: 92-96 CE

e Other Epistles: 70-130 CE

e Didache (rules for belief, conduct and worship): 100-150 CE
* Non-canonical Gospel of Thomas: Mid 3™ Century CE

* Late 4t/early 5t century CE: final form of the canon of Scripture,
referred to as the “closing of the canon.”



Deuterocanonical/Apocryphal Books

e Accepted by Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches
e Tobit *
e Judith *
e Greek Additions to Esther *
e Wisdom of Solomon *
e Ecclesiasticus/Sirach *
e Baruch (including the Letter of Jeremiah) *
e Greek Additions to Daniel (Prayer of Azariah,
Song of the Three Young Men, Susanna,
Bel and the Dragon) *

e 1 and 2 Maccabees *
*Part of the Anglican canon.



Deuterocanonical/Apocryphal Books

Accepted by Orthodox Churches:

e 1 and 2 Esdras (also referred to as 3 and 4 Esdras) *
e Prayer of Manasseh *

e Psalm 151

e 3 Maccabees
*Part of the Anglican canon.

All books are written in Greek.

Where they are placed and their order depends on the
Bible being used.

Books that are part of the Anglican canon are called
“deuterocanonical” — the others “apocryphal.”



How the Old Testament Came Together

The Torah reached near-final form by the 4t century
BCE (BCE = Before the Common Era, in place of BC)

The Prophets by the 2" c. BCE, the Writings by the 15t
c. BCE.

Hebrew books were translated into Greek in the 3" c.
BCE. Called the Septuagint.

Books from the 4t c. and later were written in Greek,
added to the Septuagint but NOT to the Hebrew
Scriptures due to bias.

e Books were “contaminated” by Greek culture

Final determination, 90 CE: no Greek books in canon.



How the New Testament Came Together

e Much shorter time period between oral and
written traditions, and all books were written
within a 100-year period.

e The “major” writings — the Gospels, Acts, and
letters of Paul — were agreed upon by the
middle of the 2"? c. CE.

e Non-Pauline letters and Revelations accepted
by the 37 c.

e Christian canon finalized by Council of Nicea,
325 CE.



“Catholic” vs. “Protestant” Bibles

e At the time of the Reformation, Martin Luther
dropped the Deuterocanonical/ Apocryphal
books; agreed they had been “contaminated”
by Greek culture and therefore not inspired by
God.

e The distinction between the two is less sharp
today — many publishing companies include
them, but it depends on the denominational
affiliation of the publisher.



Next Week: Translations
e\What is being translated?
e\Why so many translations?



