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May 2018 

It seems like I’ve always “gone to church.” Well, 
maybe not so much during my college and military 
years. I still went to church, but not regularly. Now, 
it’s what I do on Sunday morning and other times as 
well. So, maybe church is “home.” Certainly, I have 
a church family, some like parents, brothers and 
sisters, others more like aunts, uncles and cousins. 
Don’t muddle over where you fit in my family, but 
think about your own church family. And family 
jobs? Looks like I’m Senior Warden for a while – 
among other things. But that isn’t answering the 
question of “why regular worship” rather than where 
I spend Sunday mornings. 
 
How about, “because I forget?” Or, like Jesus’ 
disciples, “I don’t get it?” Is Jesus’ command to love 
one another easy to forget? I suppose not when I’m 
sitting in church. But how about when I’m reading 
the newspaper or watching the TV news? Or how 
about when the driver in the next lane cuts me off by 
a quick lane change? Or how about when a stranger 
approaches me asking for money for food? You 
know, it’s easy to forget, not once but many times in 
a day, a week. And so it goes. Yes, I need to be 
reminded – Love God and Love One another – over 
and over and over. No distractions from nature, TV, 
internet, phone, etc. That “where” is church, a good 
place to get a dose of “don’t forget.” 
 
Good Grief! If you can’t remember week to week, 
what about the long haul. Historians talk about the 
long view, how our actions today affect us way down 
the road. So, God’s love is not just for today. My  
 
 
 
 

actions are not for just today – are they actions that 
will show love in the long view? Of course, I may 
not find out if they are good for the long haul, but I 
think I should act to consider the long view. Regular 
worship helps me consider the short and long of it. 
 
And, considering the longer view to me means doing 
things that get me involved in church. Not to get 
involved in Grace vs. Works, but it seems they go 
hand in hand for the short term and the long term. 
So, I worship regularly so I won’t forget to, as Jesus 
said, “Love one another.” 
 
                                                         Bruce Roberts 
                                                         Senior Warden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    (Photo by: Beth Scrutton) 
 

  Why Regular Worship is Important to Me 
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St. James’ Parishioners Meet Jesus in the Gospel of John 

During Lent, approximately 20 parishioners met on Tuesday evenings for a six-week offering of prayer 
and reflection called “Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John,” produced by the Society of St. John the Evangelist 
(SSJE) and Virginia Theological Seminary. Each week highlighted a main theme of the gospel, focused on the 
intimate connection between God and each one of us in and through our relationship with Jesus Christ. The    
at-home portion of the program consisted of a daily Scripture verse from the Gospel of John for meditation and 
prayer, together with daily short videos, emailed to participants’ inbox, in which an SSJE Brother reflected on 
the verse.  A program journal provided guidance in prayer and reflection and a place for recording whatever 
arose during the daily prayer time through writing, drawing or painting. Each Tuesday evening, we met to   
reflect together on the Scripture verses of the past week and to respond together on where and how we met  
Jesus that week. 

At its conclusion, participants were asked to reflect on the total experience of the program.  Here are a few 
highlights: 

• Many comments centered on the newness of the concept of intimacy with God, and the comfort it brought 
to connect with God dwelling inside each of us. “This is the first time that I have taken a class where I   
really had to look at my relationship with God, Jesus and the Spirit. Today I have a better understanding of 
my beliefs and love of God. God is within me today.” And from another participant: “It has been a journey 
opening up myself to God’s love; accepting the fact that God is always with us and loves us.” 

• Many were a little concerned about making time for prayer, but found it didn’t take very long and carried 
them through their busy day: “Through the daily journaling, where we sat with the day’s Bible verse and 
guidance from the videos, I felt as though I was able to have Jesus more closely by my side. I know God is 
always with me, but having taken time each day to invite Jesus to sit with me, I felt my compassion for 
others grow…I felt a steady stream of love, guidance, and support.” 

• Some commented that it made them feel more familiar with Scripture as a source of inspiration: “I         
developed the habit of not only reading the daily sentence provided, but of reading the chapter in the    
Gospel of John from which the quote came and other chapters as well. Reading those chapters deepened 
my relationship with Jesus.” 

• Everyone who responded mentioned that they met Jesus in one another in the weekly group discussions. 
One example: “I got to know several people better…some of their history, some of their present life   
struggles, and some of their faith. I consider this meeting Jesus because we are the Body of Christ. And we 
were able to support one another in love.” 
 

Finally, one participant compared the group to a road map: 

“Christ is the paper on which the map is drawn. We each one are the lines. Some bold highways, others lovely 
backroads. Some are shady rest stops, and others a big park. Jesus directs and informs us all. And when we are 
trapped in a roundabout, Christ is there in the form of a fellow Christian (or perhaps someone not a Christian) 
to help us get back on the road - hopefully in the right direction.” 

The Adult Faith Formation Committee provides offerings throughout the year, with two seasonal series during 
Advent and Lent.  A special thanks to Janet Fischer for co-facilitating this series with me. Please consider 
making space in your life to join us for inspiration, consolation, and community the next time you hear or read 
an announcement for an upcoming program. 

            Rev. Anna Horen 
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St. James' Annual    
Women's Day Retreat 

St. James’ Annual Women’s Day Retreat is Saturday, 
May 19th . Coffee and pastries at 9:00am, Retreat 
from 9:30am-3:00pm. Lunch will be provided! 

Back by popular demand we will continue our theme 
from last year, highlighting valiant women of the       
Christian Church who made history, often with little 
institutional support.  

Please note the date change this year from our usual 
“Saturday before Mothers’ Day” to the Saturday after 
Mother’s Day, May 19th.  Mark your calendar for a 
day of sisterhood, sass, inspiration, and insight! 
We’ll conclude with a closing ritual and sharing the 
Eucharist. 

Please contact Rev. Anna or Janet Fischer with any 
questions. 

Janet Fischer 

PLEASE NOTE: 
St. James’ Office  will be closed     

Monday, May 28
th  

for Memorial Day. 

Chowdown Smackdown

On Sunday, April 15th, the Southern Alameda 
Deanery met at St James’ for a little friendly   
competition with members of our fellow Deanerys 
for a Chowdown Smackdown. The theme for this 
event was Pasta. Each deanery submitted a dish 
and everyone voted for their favorite, the People’s 
Choice Award. A panel of unbiased judges was 
selected to vote for the Judges’ Award.  

Second time in a row, Saint James’ won the 
Judges’ Award with a Pesto Caprese salad, and  
St. Bart’s of Livermore won the People’s Choice 
award with their Cowboy Lasagna. The Judges 
were Lucy Hernandez and C. Lee Hewitt from 
S.A.V.E.  The mission of S.A.V.E.’s  is to 
strengthen every individual and family they serve 
with the knowledge and support needed to break 
the cycle of domestic violence and build healthier 
lives. Freewill donations of more than $340 were 
raised to support this ministry. 

Many thanks to all who attended and brought    
side dishes. A special thank you to the St. James’ 
Deanery and Meg Amouroux for herding the cats. 

Jim McConnell 
Deanery 

Our Deanery Representatives and Alternates: L-R 

Back Row: Representatives: Jim McConnell, Ken Trant 
Jr., Scott Whitaker. 

Front Row: Alternate: Jan Brandt, Representative: Meg 
Amouroux, Alternate: Elaine Miller, Representative: 
John Amouroux 

On Memorial Day,  Monday,  May 28th we 
honor and remember the courageous women 
and men who valiantly gave their lives while 
serving in the military.    

We will never forget your sacrifice. 
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Nanyole and Miriam Updates

Through the Maisha Bora Initiative St. James' is supporting students Nanyole and 
Miriam through their High School years. In Kenya the government only supports 
children through primary school and the student must have family or outside support for 
high school and college. As beginning high school students Hope and Miriam have sent 
photos and letters to us so we can see their progress. Maisha Bora picks only the brightest 
students to support.

Submitted by:  Bruce Roberts 
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       Recognition Luncheon 
 
A luncheon was held on April 16th  for groups such 
as St. James’ to recognize outstanding dedication in 
service working with Abode Services and the bay 
area community. One of the programs we are        
involved with at Abode is Sunrise Village.  The is     
a temporary housing facility where community 
groups take one night a week and supply and cook 
dinner for its residents.  We have several small 
groups who are assigned to a Saturday and most are 
not aware of all they do.  We also have assisted many 
families and individuals with the House Warming 
program through Abode where we assist in providing 
first month’s rent, furniture, household goods, etc. 
 
St. James’ has been involved in the ministry for   
well over 10 years.  Through money raised from the 
annual McCutcheon Concert, pots and pans from the 
Lucky Stamp program, household donations from 
our parishioners and other donations from St. James’, 
parishioners, we can continue to help  those who 
have found themselves homeless and just need a 
hand up, not a hand out.  Thank you to all who have 
given with loving hearts.  GOD bless you.     
                                 
     Submitted by: Ralph & Lynn Locher; Penny Trant 

 St. James’/St. Anne’s          
Joint Build with  

Habitat for Humanity: 
June 16th, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

 
East Bay/Silicon Valley Habitat for Humanity,  
new homeowners, and community members are   
teaming up to build 30 new condominium homes 
at Central Commons, right here in central 
Fremont.  St. James’ and St. Anne’s have an    
opportunity to put our faith into action and show 
our Episcopal spirit by joining with a multi-faith 
crew of volunteers for a June 16th Faith Build 
Day. 

Let’s build up the Kingdom of God, and show  
the Tri-City area that St. James’ cares! 

About volunteering 

First-timers and experienced builders are         
welcome, ages 16 and up, on Saturday, June 16th. 
All materials, supplies and instruction will be  
provided.  Please plan to bring a water bottle, 
lunch and a lot of team spirit.  We build together 
to create opportunity, put our values into action 
and build friendships with our neighbors of all 
walks of life.  Register by June 1st at:  

http://vhub.at/stjamesfremont. 

Questions?   Please contact Evelyn Martinez,    
prnewark1@aol.com or Toni Bommarito, Faith & 
Community Partnerships Manager: 
TBommarito@HabitatEBSV.org. 

 

About Habitat for Humanity East Bay/Silicon 
Valley 

We believe that everyone deserves a decent   
place to live.  We create opportunities for families 
to transform their lives, gaining the strength,    
stability and self-reliance they need to build a  
better future. Working together as a community, 
we build homes with affordable mortgages, repair 
and rehabilitate existing homes, counsel first-time 
homebuyers, and revitalize neighborhoods in   
Alameda, Contra Costa and Santa Clara counties.  

                                                Rev. Anna Horen 

http://vhub.at/stjamesfremont
mailto:mailt:prnewark1@aol.com
mailto:TBommarito@HabitatEBSV.org
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They started arriving in the late morning of April 7th. 
St. James’ parishioners current and past flocked to 
Oakhurst, CA, to pay their respects to and  celebrate 
the life of Ray Hedvall, a long-time  member of       
St. James’. One of the little towns near Yosemite   
National Park, Coarsegold had been the retirement 
home of Ray and his wife Lori because Ray had  
wanted to be close to the mountains. He loved being 
in the mountains, backpacking in the mountains and 
hunting in the mountains. 
 
Christ Church, Oakhurst, had its largest congregation 
ever for Ray’s memorial service. Of the 94 folks in 
attendance, 33 were “St. Jamesers” past and present. 
Besides the current St. James’ people there were     
the Leslies, the Dearborns, Jim Lieb, Bill and Rick 
Spalding, Mark Holguin and Laura Ashley-Spencer. 
Considering the three-plus hour drive from the Bay 
Area, that was a lot of folks. And why so many? Ray, 
larger than life, louder than most and a follower of 
Jesus, spent his life loving God and his neighbor.  
 
For many years Ray was the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
supper toiling over the hot griddle in the old kitchen 
(now the choir room). He led St. James’  backpacking 
trips for many years, participating in them from 1982 

until 1995. He manned the spatula on layover 
days making pancakes for the whole crew. For a 
few years he brought Daisy, a donkey, to carry 
heavy loads. He brought his dog Smokey on  
many backpacking trips; Smokey carried his   
own kibble in a doggy-sized backpack. The  
backpacking trips were always joyful, even in   
the hard years. 
 
Ray Hedvall served as St. James’ Senior Warden 
in 1987-88. He made his Cursillo in the early 
1970’s and he and Lori led Cursillos for many 
years. In his own neighborhood he organized 
Fourth of July block parties, blocking off the 
street for a grand celebration for many years. 
Check page 184 of the St. James’ history book. 
 
The celebration of life found family and friends 
telling stories of Ray’s love for us all, of his    
likeness to Saint Peter, his devotion to Church  
and especially his love of Lori and all his family. 
 
                                                   Bruce Roberts 

Remembering Ray Hedvall 

Photos courtesy:  Bruce Roberts 
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Sleeping on the Job 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So far this year, in the interests of youth work, our 
Children’s Minister has slept: 
 
• Twice in Grace Cathedral (once in January and 

once in March, with a third possibility in       
September) 

• Once next to her desk, as part of the Easter Vigil 
and overnight for youth. 

 
In addition to the Grace Cathedral Trip, the Sunday 
School Family Campout is scheduled for September 
22nd and 23rd. This is a great opportunity for families 
to sleep on campus, cook dinner and wake-up for 
breakfast before church.  
 
                                                            Jan Scrutton                
     Youth Minister 
 
 
 
 

Online Audio Sermons         
 
Did you miss Sunday service and want to hear the 
sermon, or maybe you just want to hear a sermon 
again? 
 
Well you can anytime, anywhere. Go to saintj.com to 
hear the sermons recorded at our 10:30am service, or 
search in iTunes (Saint James’ Fremont) to find our 
podcast.  
 
     Penny Trant  

St James' Men's Group                           
Annual Trip                   

August 16
th

-19
th 

 
 
 
 
 
If you are new to St James',  please consider    
joining us for a great trip to Twain Harte. The 
Twain Harte area truly has a lot to offer for a    
diverse group of guys from ages 21- 80+ who   
like to hike, play golf, fish, beer and wine taste, 
swim, kayak, shoot pool, tell stories, fellowship 
and eat good food.  
 
Tentative cost is $165.00 per person which       
includes meals. Beverages are usually handled 
individually. If you are interested, contact Gregg 
Feeney, via email or 510-506-2303 cell. A signup 
sheet will be posted in the parish hall towards the 
middle of May.  
 
                                                    Gregg Feeney 
 
 

Welcome our New Editor 
 
Last  month, Katie Porter sadly left as one of our 
working editors.  Ralph quickly put out a call for 
someone who would want to join Ralph and I as 
an editor.  A wonderful parishioner quickly took 
us up on our request.  
 
We are excited to announce that Lauren Doherty 
has joined our team and will be putting her       
personal touch on June’s issue. 
 
                                                Penny Trant       
    Window Staff 
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Acolytes Save the Date!  
 

We are excited to offer new and continuing acolyte 
training the morning of  Saturday, September 15th. 
New acolytes can start in 3rd grade and we look   
forward to expanding the team.  
 
We have heard of plans for an acolyte day at Grace 
Cathedral in 2019 which we our acolytes will have 
the opportunity to take part in.  Please think about 
becoming part of this wonderful ministry. 
 
                                     Submitted by:  Jan Scrutton 

April Vestry                    
Meeting Highlights 

 
On Thursday, April  12, 2018 Vestry met for our monthly 
meeting. After sharing God moments and a meal provided  
by Katie Porter.  The meeting began at 7:00p.m .  Katie 
opened the meeting with an evening prayer. 
 
These are highlights from the April Vestry meeting. You   
can view a detailed accounting of the minutes in the church 
office. 
 

• Financial reports and March Minutes were approved. 
 

• Bob Doherty and Jim Cunningham gave a n update on 
the Memorial Garden Pathway Project.  Work will start 
on this in the coming month. 

 

• Mike Scrutton gave information on the upgrading of our 
wireless equipment per current FCC regulations.  We 
voted on upgrading and it will take place soon. 

 

• We also voted to take part in the Habitat for Humanity 
build with St. Anne’s on June 16th in Fremont. 

 

• Upcoming Church photo directory were discussed. 
 

• Ministry Reports were approved. 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:05pm.  Katie led 
us in compline in the Little Church. 
 
 
                                Respectfully submitted, Penny Trant 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Financial Summary March 2018 

     

Fund Balances 3/31/2017 3/31/2018 

     Operating Fund 
        
59,292.00     58,876.55  

     Building Fund 
        
34,015.04     49,225.80  

 Pledges Budgeted  
        
74,759.00     81,291.00  

Pledges Paid 
        
70,721.71     91,738.87  

Unpledged Contributions 
            
1,950.00           765.00  

 Other Op Income*  
          
5,069.82       5,144.59  

Total Op Income 
        
77,741.53     97,648.46  

Total Op Expenses 

        
67,881.05     88,278.05  

     

Income less Expenses 
          
9,860.48       9,370.41  
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 Follow!  
Day Camp for All  

at St. James’ 
 

Don’t forget when looking at your summer calendar 
that our summer day camp has moved up by a month 
this year to June 25th through 29th. Registrations are 
due by June 6th. The registration form for kids and 
adult volunteers is available from church, Sunday 
school or the office with the kids form also being     
available via the church website, saintj.com. If your 
student has been to camp before and is in 8th grade or 
above please speak to Jan to apply to join us as a 
young volunteer. 
 
Summer Day Camp really depends on the hard work 
of so many people. Planning, preparation, delivering 
the teaching and leading crafts and games, providing 

snacks and cleaning up. It really is one of the great 
opportunities to be part of a team at St. James’      
and so many volunteers love to return each year.  

Whether it is your eighth year or your first, get in 
touch with Jan (jan@saintj.com) to see what there 

might be for you to do this year and look out for  
volunteer meetings coming soon. 

 

                                                            Jan Scrutton                         
     Youth Minister 

                                                           

mailto:jan@saintj.com
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Most Holy God we pray for: 

Those In The Military:  Scott, Jarrod, Megan, 
Erica, Theresa, Mark, Tim, Louis, Military Children 
of ACBSM, the families and Marines of   Dark 
Horse Battalion, Caitlin, Emily, Robin, Adam, Dave, 
Shawn, Ethan, Paul, Darren, Matthew, Johnny 

Those Who Need Guidance and Direction:  
Kenny, Tina, Robert 

Those Who Need Comfort and Healing   Ron, 
Betty, Adrienne, Meghan, Ellison, Peter, Don, Pike 
family, Hedvall family, Rhonda, Virginia, Matteo, 
Dianne, Charmaine, Bill, Jeff 

Those Who Have Passed Away:  Darlene, Ruby, 
Ray, Midge, Tronn 

Please note:  If your birth month or        
anniversary is in this month and your   
name(s) is not listed or the information is 
incorrect, please email the appropriate    
information to  admin@saintj.com 

   1 Burtin Hart  
   2 Meg Amouroux   
   4 Jay Butterfield  
       Margaret Singh  
       Marco Ramsamy  
    5 Sandra Motley  
  18 Greg Scheuffle  
  22 Jon Fuller  
  26 Betty McCoy  
  31 Suzanne David  
       James Rose  

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” 

list, please complete a pew card and 

place it in the offering plate OR call / 

email the Church Office.  After six 

weeks, names are removed from the list.  

Please renew your request as needed. 

Thank you 

The next issue of The Window is in June. We 
welcome your comments, essays, poems, photos, 
cartoons, newsworthy items of interest, art 
work, group activity information and reviews.  
 
Email your submission to newsletter@saintj.com  

by: May 15th 

Anniversaries….  

              Love is in the air  

 
 4 Al & Mary Casas  
 8 Gregg & Darcia Feeney  
19 Bob & Kitty Reed  
24 Burtin & Elizabeth Hart  
26 Cathy Knotts & Mitchell Pinnix  
27 Steve & Barbara Vacchieri  
28 Greg Miller & Elaine Vallecillo-Miller  
      Lori Walton and Ron Larson 

   May    
Birthdays 

mailto:admin@saintj.com
mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
mailto:window@saintj.com
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Worship Times  

Sunday Services: 8:00am & 10:30am 

Contemplative Practices: Sunday 9:30-10:00am 

Sunday school 10:15am 

Wednesday Eucharist  10:00am 

  
 

Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday: 8:30am-12:30pm 

Other Important Coordinators 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors: 

George Siegmann 

Altar Guild: Katie Cunningham 

Ushers: Burtin Hart 

 

Facilities:…..facilities@saintj.com 

 
Convention Delegates 

John Amouroux 
Meg Amouroux 
Jim McConnell 

Ken Trant 
 Scott Whitaker 

 
Alternates to Convention 

Jan Brandt 
 Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

 

Vestry 

 Senior Warden .... srwarden@saintj.com 
     Bruce Roberts 

Junior Warden ..... jrwarden@saintj.com 
         Kimberly Patton 

Josephine Amadi 

John Butterfield 

John Kimber 

Monique Manjarrez 

Evelyn Martinez 

Sally Morgan 

Katie Porter 

Penny Trant 

Laura Winter 

Vestry Clerk:  Elizabeth Hart 

 
Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 

PO Box 457 
Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

WEB: http://saintj.com 
Tel: (510) 797-1492 

 
Staff 

The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector……….lori@saintj.com  

The Rev. Anna Horen, Associate Rector 

 ........................................................ ..anna@saintj.com 

Jan Scrutton, Children’s Minister….... jan@saintj.com 

Andrea Ramsamy, Office Administrator
 ...................................................... .admin@saintj.com 

Jennifer Carini, Music Director…...music@saintj.com 

Lynn Locher, Treasurer ............. treasurer@saintj.com 

The Window Staff 

Ralph Locher 
Lauren Doherty 

Penny Trant 
Laura Winter 

mailto:srwarden@saintj.com
mailto:jrwarden@saintj.com
http://www.saintj.com/
mailto:lori@saintj.com
mailto:admin@saintj.com
mailto:music@saintj.com
mailto:treasurer@saintj.com



