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A Kenya charity organization supporting 
education of bright

students from poor family backgrounds



Maisha is the Swahili word for life

Bora is the Swahili word meaning good quality



MBI 
Established in 2005 
by Hannah Wanjiru
and Becky Dalton
Becky was visiting 
Kenya as a volunteer 
from the UK, 
working with the 
Bishop Wambari
Girls High School



How was MBI started:
Esther Wothaya, who’s mother 
had died and was abandoned 
by her father visited Hannah 
and shared her story.
Hannah then shared Esther’s 
story with Becky Dalton & 
Debbie Poyner
Maisha Bora was born



Our Goal

The Maisha Bora Initiative is a 
program designed to provide young 
vulnerable and bright students with 
a better quality of life by supporting 

their higher education.



Our Objectives
To support disadvantaged bright students to pursue 
their education

To support and teach the development of life-skills 
among the supported students

To support internship programs for the students 



The program is designed to facilitate schooling of it’s 
beneficiaries by funding:

School fees  
Accommodation 
Living costs
Books
Lap top computers
School supplies 



Life skills program
The program is designed to teach life skills to high 
school students who are transitioning into adulthood
This is facilitated with audio visual, printed material 
and group discussions
The goal is to prepare the students for life after 
graduation into the out side world – adaptation
All sessions are interactive and participatory in nature



MBI 
beneficiaries 
undertake a 

life skill session



Program  
beneficiaries 
show their 
certificates 
after a life skill 
session



Mentorship program
It is executed through attachment and internship 
placements for program sponsored students

Mentors are identified by the program and attached 
to their respective students 

This aims at exposing the students to the working 
force

Both mentor and the student are facilitated through 
the program to execute their respective mandate



Monicah
Wangari and 
Rose Njeri are 
nursing students 
seen here with 
their mentor, 
Ruth, who is a 
professional 
nurse at the 
Naivasha
District Hospital



Lucy Muthoni and 
Jane Nduta are 
students pursuing 
Community 
development and 
social work.   Simon 
is their mentor and  
is  a social worker at 
a street boys 
rehabilitation center



Our milestones
The program has successfully 

sponsored 106 students

34 students have graduated and 
are gainfully employed

8 graduates run successful 
business entities and we currently 

have 42 students in school



Cont…
Through the life-skills program, students 
are informed of social conflicts affecting 
youth such as drug abuse and equip them 

with skills to cope.

All program tertiary students have access 
to internship and placement courtesy of 

our mentorship program

Our program graduates have provided 
better living standards for their respective 

families through improved income



Program admission chart
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Our Heroes 
Joseph Ndung’u’s story

Raised by an un-educated single 
mother with two other siblings, 
Joseph dropped out of school due to 
lack of school fees despite his high 
performance.
He was enrolled to Maisha Bora in 
September 2017 and taken back to 
school.  He surprised everyone when 
he became the best in his class after 
staying away from school for over one 
year. He is in form 4 (12th grade) and 
will complete high school in 2018.



Our Heroes 

Ann Kinyanjui
Raised by single mother who works as a 
casual laborer in a flower farm.
Studied in a local public primary school, 
but enrolled late for her high school –
form one
Excelled at the university level attaining a 
degree in Entomology and Parasitology 
(study of insects and parasites) Received 
First Class Honors in November 2017.
Employed as a lecturer at her university as 
she pursues a Masters Degree.



Elvis Chweya graduated 
from Jomo Kenyatta 
University of Technology on 
15/11/2017 with a Degree 
in Mechanical Engineering.  
He is currently employed by 
his mentor at Kengen
Company.

Elvis, an orphan, can smile 
again even after the 
traumatic loss of his mother 
and abandonment by his 
paternal family.



Rosemary comes from a very poor 
family, the first born in a family of six 
children. After class 8, she was 
employed as a house girl before 
Maisha Bora identified her for 
sponsorship.  She was then enrolled 
in secondary school through MB and 
did so well that she was accepted in a 
public university.  She graduated in 
December 2017 with a Bachelor’s 
Degree  in  Education and IT, with 
First Honors.   She is now employed 
as a lecturer in her college as she 
pursues a Masters Degree.      



Hellen enrolled in 2005 after passing her 
KCPE , but with no hope to join high 
school.  Her home life was miserable 
before being identified for support.  She 
graduated at Kijabe school of nursing  
in November 2015 and is currently 
employed by County Government as a 
nurse.  She has taken care of her sister’s 
educations who are now in university. 
She has also helped to set-up a business 
for her mother, thus  saving her from  the 
meager income as casual worker at 
flower farms.  Her exposure to harmful 
chemicals has caused her health 
problems.



Milka Adhiambo
graduated from Bondo
teachers college in June 
2016.  Milka’s parents 
died of HIV/AIDs in 2004 
and the family of seven 
were left under the care 
of their uncle, who 
worked as a security 
guard in a flower farm.  
Feeding a family of 10 
children in addition to his 
own was very difficult. 
Thus, education was not 
an option for the very 
bright Milka.  MB has 
enabled her for an 
education and she now 
has a job as a teacher, 
supporting the 
education of her siblings.



Ann Nyokabi is shown here 
with her mentor.  She 
graduated from Moi University 
in November 2016.

Born of un-educated single 
mother, Anne scored very well 
on her exams, but had no 
means to enroll in high school.  
MB sponsored her high school 
and university education and 
she has graduated with a 
degree in Fisheries and 
Aquatic science.
She has now set-up a business 
of making aquariums. She has 
done very well while providing 
employment to 3 other 
people.  In addition, she 
manages private fish ponds 
within the town.



Monicah Wangari graduated in November 
2016 as a nurse at Kijabe school of nursing.  
She has since been employed by the 
hospital in the Pediatric Ward.  She loves 
her work and is very cautious while 
handling patients, as she knows its by a 
miracle that she is a professional.  Monicah
is now sponsoring a high school education 
for her niece, who is currently in form 2.



Rachel Ayuma Shamalla

Rachel, the youngest in a 
family of 12 children, comes 
from a very remote area of 
western Kenya.  She is the 
only child in the family that 
went to high school.  Due to 
Maisha Bora, she is currently 
a student at Rift Valley 
Technical Training Institute, 
pursuing a diploma course 
in Dietary and Nutrition 



Our plan for the next 5 years
 Realize our strategic plan for 2017 - 2022
 Set up a library for program students
 Have our own office space
 Increase enrollment on the scholarship program
 Provide funding for program activities – mentorship & 

life skills



Partner with us to support a student

HIGH SCHOOL 
LEVEL $800 PER YEAR

COLLEGE and 
UNIVERSITY LEVEL $1,500 PER YEAR
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