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Resting in and Watching with Christ 

A favorite antiphon found in our Compline service 
reminds me that our spirits move through the cycles 
of resting and watching: 
 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; 
that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we 
may rest in peace. 
 
We rest in the knowledge of God’s abiding love and 
presence, and we watch with Christ for the coming 
of God’s Kingdom.  Both images draw to mind 
anticipation and patience, for as we anticipate the 
coming of Christ, we are patient in our waiting, ever 
watchful for signs of God all around us. 
 
Advent is the time of year when we anticipate the 
incarnation of God, waiting and watching for Christ 
to be birthed into this world.  It is a time of slowing 
down, of letting the quiet moments of the season 
speak louder than the hustle and bustle of the world, 
and a time of being intentional in our waiting.  While 
the secular realm wants to pull us into a frenzy of 
consumerism and holiday glitz, the sacred realm 
invites us to gently rest in the space where Christ 
will soon appear, in our hearts, in our homes, in our 
love for one another. 
 
It is not easy to slow down and to take time to 
connect with God.  It takes discipline and an 
ordering of priorities.  It also takes some guidance.  
In the Book of Common Prayer, there is a short 
section entitled “Daily Devotions for Individuals and 
Families,” found on page 136.  If you are textual-
type of person, you might consider beginning here.  
If you are more apt to use technology, I commend 
the following apps for your consideration (note, 

some of these are free of charge while others offer in
-app purchases): 
 
Mission St. Clare: An app that will guide you 
through the Daily Offices from the Book of Common 
Prayer. 
 
Daily Prayer: An app from the Church of England 
that offers Daily Prayer from both the Common 
Worship resource and the Book of  Common Prayer.  
Consider also Reflections for Daily Prayer, a sister-
resource to compliment this app. 
 
Pray As You Go: An app that offers a short scripture 
reading, a reflection, and a piece of music for each 
day. 

 
365 Daily Devotionals: Short, daily prayers and 
reflections geared towards young adults and students. 
 
Reimagining the Examen: A method of reflecting in 
the spirit of St. Ignatius, examining each day in order 
to bring to mind and heart the presence of God. 
 
These are just a few of the many resources that can 
assist you in your resting and watching.  Give 
yourself a special gift this Advent by allowing the 
space to do both. 
 

Lori+ 
 

http://www.saintj.com/
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Sacred Gatherings for 
December 

 
4th Advent Sunday Services 
December 24, 8:00am and 10:30am 
 
Christmas Eve Family Service with Pageant  
December 24, 4:00pm 
 
 
Christmas Eve Carol Singing 
December 24, 10:00pm 
 
 
Christmas Eve Festive Eucharist  
December 24, 10:30pm 
 
 
Christmas Day Service 
December 25, 10:00am 
 
 
Service of Lessons and Carols and Holy Eucharist  
December 31, 8:00am and 10:30am 
 

Rev Lori  Walton 

Apocalypse Now…Or Not:  
Looking Toward the End-Times 

in Advent  
  
Advent is an unusual liturgical season.  Although it 
begins a new church year, marked by a new cycle of 
Scripture readings, it looks forward to the end of 
things.  The season prepares us to remember and 
celebrate the entrance of God into human history in 
the birth of Jesus Christ, but it simultaneously points 
forward to Jesus’ return.    
  
The Sunday lectionary readings actually run 
backwards in time.  They begin with predictions of 
the Second Coming, marked by trials and 
tribulations and the eventual fulfillment of the 
Kingdom of God, then take us back to the 
circumstances of Jesus’ birth.  The message is clear:  
Jesus’ second coming will be just as surprising as 
the first, and, like good Boy Scouts, we need to be 
prepared.  But what, exactly, are we preparing for?    
  
The “End Times” has been a staple of pop culture 
for years now - think of the “Left Behind” series or 
“Doomsday Preppers” - with dire predictions of 
apocalypse, marked by great upheavals, suffering 
and death.  But how much of it is truly Scriptural?  
And how should we interpret those Scriptures that 
seem to point to a final apocalypse? Should we fear 
the appearance of an Anti-Christ?  Will some of be 
truly “left behind” by the Rapture? What about the 
resurrection of the dead?  
  
You are invited to attend a three-part series, where 
we will explore these topics and more, beginning 
Tuesday, November 28th, 6:30pm - 8:00 pm, in the 
Education Room, with a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm.  
Please sign up on the sheet in the Parish Hall.  
  
                                                       Rev. Anna Horen 
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How Jesus Changed 
My Life 

Through St. James’ 
 

We had attended St. James’ for over two 
decades, raising our family, giving them 
strong values both in life and in religion.  
St. James’ was a big part of our lives.  In 
the early 2000’s we found ourselves in a 
different place and many things changed 
our connection with church and it showed 
in our attendance and our involvement. A 
few years passed and we found ourselves 
back at St. James’. 
 
In late 2008, Ken and I made a conscious 
choice to be confirmed as Episcopalians. 

We had the desire to learn more about the history of the episco-
pal church, grow as Christians and also we could spend some 
quality time together. Classes were offered at St. James’ and we    
wanted to take this path together.   
 
I remember that day as if it happened yesterday. It was February 
22, 2009, Transfiguration Sunday and all the confirmands wore 
red. It was a non-traditional afternoon service.  We didn’t expect 
the church to be so filled after a day of three previous regular 
services. Four of us were going to be confirmed and two others 
received. 
 
The six of us waited in  the big church to have a little    pre-meet 
and to greet the Rt. Rev Marc Andrus, who had come for his 
Bishop’s Visitation and to preside over  the service. As we sat in 
the front row waiting for the service to start, I was a bit anxious. 
At that moment I felt a gentle hand on my shoulder and I heard a 
soft reassuring voice, almost a whisper say, you are never alone,  
I am with you always.  Okay what was happening?  I took a 
quick look around, thinking maybe someone was messing with 
me.  Then a couple of minutes went by and I heard that voice 
again, it said, ‘Know you are loved.’  I knew it was the voice of 
Jesus and he was talking to me.  I have never forgotten that day 
and how much it meant. Two of our adult children were there to 
witness this wonderful moment and I was happy our church fam-
ily was there to show their support. 
 
Ken and I continue to grow in our spiritual life at St. James,’ to 
stay involved with the work of the church, to know the love of 
God and his son Jesus, to feel their presence and to accept them 
into your life, which is a true blessing and a real life changer. 
You can’t ask for anything better.   
 

                                           With love in faith, Penny                                           

November Vestry 
Meeting Highlights 

 
The Vestry met for our monthly meeting 

on November 9th. Kim Patton provided the 
meal. We started our meeting sharing God 
moments and prayer. 

The Vestry Minutes, financial reports, the 
rector and associate rector were approved.  

The highlights from the meeting are as 
follows:  

• Bruce Roberts stated that the tenting on the 
Little Church has been completed. There is 
some work still needed for the Little 
Church; flooring, pews, siding was put on 
hold and will be readdressed in the spring.  
There is no safety issue at this time.  

• A local Boy Scout has approached St. 
James’ to do a community project that 
would help him earn the prestigious status 
as an Eagle Scout.  His name is Connor 
and he is 17 years old.  The project is to 
install a sprinkler system and lay sod in the 
area in front of the Big Church.  Connor 
will discuss in detail the project at Sunday 
service on November 19th 

• We discussed the upcoming 150th 
Celebration and everything is in place.   

• Lori+ and Scott Whitaker gave an 
overview of the resolutions passed at the 
Deanery Convention on the weekend of 
October 27th and 28th at Grace Cathedral. 

 
Kim led us in compline and the meeting 

adjourned.  Next Vestry meeting is 
December 14th. 

                                                                                                    
Penny Trant 
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Eleven ladies from St James’ spent a lovely weekend at the 
shores of Monterey Bay in September.  We relaxed, shared 
stories, laughed a lot, and had a wonderful time!  The 
weather was stunning, and the walks in the beach 
inspirational. 
The Reverend Karin White led our Sunday worship 
service. We all talked about how special the time together 
is for us and we remembered those who can no longer join 
us. 
Ladies Flatlanders has been meeting for over thirty 
years.  We started camping in the woods, now we gather at 
the beach.  We are planning already for next year and 
invite you to be there too! 
Our gathering is open to all ladies twenty-one and older 
whether you are a current parishioner, a past parishioner, or 
a friend or family member of a parishioner.  It is a special 
time of renewal, bonding and fellowship. 
Mark your calendars for September 27-30, 2018. 
Talk to Nancy Castaneda, Dorothy Balderston, Mary Casas, 
Laura Winter or any of the ladies who have gone before to 
hear more about it.  You won’t want to miss out! 

Laura Winter 

Sacred Space Snippet 
 
Sacred Space is a ministry of the Southern Alameda County Deanery. 
St. James’, along with the other parishes in our Deanery, provide a short 
worship service and lunch to the homeless and hungry who meet in 
Cannery Park, Hayward, every Sunday afternoon at 1pm.  St. James’ 
provides lunch on the 4th Sunday of each month, rain or shine.  We also 
contribute toiletries, socks, coats, and whatever else may be needed 
throughout the year.  We welcome your participation.  Please check the 
sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall to see what you might provide, and we 
encourage you to attend a service or two.  It is very rewarding, and 
often a lot of fun! 

 
“I’ve been serving at Sacred Space for several years now, and what makes it so meaningful to me is seeing the 
positive attitude in people who have every reason to be sad or depressed.   It truly is a community of both 
regular attendees and new people who help and support each other, share their burdens, and laugh together. It is 
a privilege to be part of it.”  ~Janet Fischer, Sacred Space Coordinator. 
 

 Janet Fischer 

Ladies Flatlanders 

Sitting: Julie, Dorothy, Letty, Linda 
Standing: Julie, Cathy, Nancy, Sylvia,  Mary,      
 Karin, Laura 
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Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of St. James’  

Thanks for the pictures of the 150th celebration go to Bruce 
Roberts, Bob Bynum, Caren Miles, Laura Winter, Jan & 
Mike Scrutton.  
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Memorial Service for the Homeless 

Pictures by Bruce Roberts 
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John McCutcheon Sings Again!  In Concert! 
 
With a New album called “Ghost Light” just out John McCutcheon is 
singing a lot of new songs this year. But do not be concerned that he 
will neglect his previous compositions. He loves to sing folks’ 
favorites. As one might remember, he even asks for requests during the 
intermission so he won’t forget your favorites. 
 
John will be singing at St. James’ on January 15, 2018, Martin Luther 
King Monday, that Monday being our traditional time to have John 
perform for us starting at 7 PM. Yes, he will have the new CDs on 
sale, and you may purchase cookies and beverage as you have in the 
past. Will it be another rainy January when he comes? Possibly so, but 
John transforms St. James’ into the “Club Saint J” for that one evening 
a year and strangers become friends under his tutelage, a cozy 
atmosphere of immense enjoyment.  
 
You haven’t heard John McCutcheon before? He’s a six-time Grammy
-nominated folk singer with a musician’s command of many 
instruments and one of the few masters of the hammer dulcimer. He 
has recorded albums of other folk singers’ music as well as writing 
hundreds of his own songs. As he lives on the East Coast, he makes an 
annual trip to, as he calls it, the Left Coast. And this is it, his January trip for us, his fifteenth! Yes, he will 
appear in Berkeley, but that is the only other concert in the East Bay. Then you would have to go to Santa Cruz 
or Walnut Creek to hear him. After the St. James’ concert his next appearance is in Georgia. 
 
And we will sing as well because John has us all sing along with him at least once. So, 1/15/2018 at 7 PM - 
and well worth it. For tickets call 510-797-1492, ext. 203, or events@saintj.com. For more about John 
McCutcheon, go to www.folkmusic.com. 

The McCutcheon Team is again planning our next fundraiser/community outreach event, the 
McCutcheon Concert on January 15, 2018.  
 
Ways  to help:  
 

• If you could help with ticket selling on Sunday morning in the Parish Hall, please contact Katie 
Cunningham.  

• If you could donate drawing prizes, please contact Elaine or Greg Miller.  

• If you could help with distributing flyers around town, please contact Bruce Roberts.  

• If you could make soup for the crew dinner on the night of the concert, please contact Penny Trant.  

• If you could bake cookies for the concert snack bar, please contact Sylvia Ma. 
 
McCutcheon Concert tickets, as well as prize drawing tickets, will go on sale starting Sunday, December 3rd in 
the Parish Hall. They are excellent holiday gifts. 

Sylvia Ma 
 

Help Needed! 

mailto:events@saintj.co
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Standing: Bruce, Laura, Pat, Ivy, Steve, Sharon, Dwarka, Sally 
Sitting: Mary, Cathy, Linda, Samantha 

A group of us spent a fun afternoon decorating a room at the historic Patterson House on the grounds of 
Ardenwood Farm.  The house was built in the late 1800s - early 1900s and the goal is to create a scene similar 
to one the family might have had. 
 
We were asked to work in the Library, so with ribbons and bows, wood ornaments, garlands and wreaths, we 
transformed it into a Christmas wonderland.  A few Christmas books are on display, and of course we worked 
in a Nativity scene! 
 
Once all the rooms are decorated, tours may be taken to see all the displays. This year the house is open on 
Weekends, Dec 1-2, 8-9, 15-16 with tours on the hour between 12pm to 3pm. Tours are also offered during the 
week on Dec 6-7, 13-14 at 1:30 and 3:30pm. If you can fit it into a busy holiday schedule, go check out the 
display with the card that says “Decorated by St. James’ Episcopal Church, Fremont!” 

Laura Winter 

Patterson House Decorating 
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Decorating Team at Work in the Library                                           
in the Patterson House  

Pictures by Bruce Roberts 
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Letter from Conner Hunt 
 
Hello everyone, 
    As you may 
have noticed, the 
front lawn of the 
Church is under-
going some ren-
ovations. 
That is because I 
am leading an 
Eagle Project to 
put in an irriga-
tion system, a 
new lawn, and a 
flower bed up 
against the 
fence.  
 
At this point in 
time, I need sup-
port for my pro-
ject. So I'm ask-

ing you, members of the Saint James’ Episcopal 
Church, for your support. 
 
All funds go towards this project, and 
any leftover funds are given back to 
the Church. If you would like to do-
nate, the Church office will hold onto 
cash and check donations. Just please 
label an envelope or the check memo 
as "Eagle Scout Project."  
 
Thank you so much for your help. 

Connor Hunt 
 

  

Eagle Scout Project 
 
Eagle Scout candidate Connor Hunt for his Eagle 
Scout Service Project has taken on replacement of 
the front lawn at St. James’. 
 
Connor, parents and scouts started work on the lawn 
on Saturday, November 18 by mulching the old lawn 
and placing it near the sidewalk on Thornton 
Avenue. They then roto-tilled the dirt, covered it 
with compost and roto-tilled it all to make a base for 
the lawn. On November 20 they trenched for the 
sprinkler pipe, laid the pipe and covered it up. The 
project continues. It will include laying new sod and 
placing low bushes and plants near the fence. When 
they finish St. James’ will have a fine, new front 
lawn for many purposes. The Troop 449 Scouts are 
doing a great job on this. 
 
A note on financing the project: Connor says that, as 
of November 20, they are about half way to their 
goal of $2000 for the money to finish the project. 

 
Bruce Roberts 
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St. James’ Prayer List  

Most Holy God we pray : 

For Those In The Military:  
Scott, Jarrod, Megan, Erica, 
Theresa, Mark, Tim, Louis, 

Military Children of  
ACBSM, the families and 

Marines of Dark Horse 
Battalion, Caitlin, Emily,                                                                            

Adam, Dave, Shawn, Ethan, Paul, Darren, 
Matthew, Johnny 

For Those Who Need Comfort and Healing:  
Joey, Kathy, Marnie, JoAnna, Mary, Pat, Lisa, 
Marilyn, Miranda 

 

Please note:  If your birth month or        
anniversary is in this month and your   
name(s) is not listed or the information is 
incorrect, please email the appropriate    
information to  admin@saintj.com 

1 Cassandra Locher 
2   John Kimber 
4   Rose Hoffman 
   Alex Locher 
5   Rebecca Herrera 
6   Paul Svenson 
8   Genore Schaaf 
   Carol Lynch 
10 Thai Nguyen-Cleary 
15  Melissa Mallory 
17   Malorie Guzior 
18   Elaine Vallecillo- 
     Miller  

To add someone to the “Special Prayers” 
list, please complete a pew card and place 
in the Sunday offering plate OR call / 
email the Church Office.  After six weeks, 
names are removed from the list.  Please 
renew your request as needed.   Thank you 

The next issue of The Window is in January.  We 
welcome your comments, essays, poems, photos, 
cartoons, newsworthy items of interest, art 
work, any group activity information and your  
reviews.  
 
Email your submission to newsletter@saintj.com  

by:  December 15th 

4 Ken & Penny Trant 
31   Jim & Katie Cunningham  

December 
Birthdays 

December 
   Anniversaries 

18 John Butterfield 
20   Sylvia Ma 
21   Frank Hoffman 
   Jill Buono 
22   Bud Spalding Jr. 
   Karen Koonze 
26 Olivia Almonda 
31   Katie Porter 
   Denise Nguyen 

 
 

mailto:admin@saintj.com
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Worship Times  
Sunday Services: 8:00am & 10:30am 

Contemplative Practices: Sunday 9:15-10:00am 
Sunday school 10:15am 

Wednesday Eucharist  10:00am 
  

Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday: 8:30am to 2:30pm 

                

Other Important Coordinators 

Altar Guild: Katie Cunningham 

Ushers: Burtin Hart 

St. J Youth Leaders:  Mike & Jan Scrutton  

The Window  Staff 

Ralph Locher 
Katie Porter 
Penny Trant 
Laura Winter 
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Vestry 

 Senior Warden .... srwarden@saintj.com 
           Vivienne Paratore 
 
Junior Warden ..... jrwarden@saintj.com 
             Bruce Roberts 

 
Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 

PO Box 457 
Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

WEB: http://saintj.com 

Staff 
The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector ..........   lori@saintj.com      
The Rev. Anna Horen, Associate Rector                  
 .......................................................... anna@saintj.com 

Jan Scrutton, Children’s Minister….. . jan@saintj.com 

Andrea Ramsamy, Office Administrator
 ...................................................... .admin@saintj.com 

Jennifer Carini, Music Director ...... music@saintj.com 

Lynn Locher, Treasurer ............. treasurer@saintj.com 

Josephine Amadi 

John Butterfield 

Ashley Francis 

John Kimber 

Evelyn Martinez 

Vestry Clerk: Elizabeth Hart 

Convention Delegates 

John Amouroux 

Meg Amouroux 

Jim McConnell 

Ken Trant 

Scott Whitaker 

Alternates 

Jan Brandt 

Elaine Vallecillo-Miller 

Kimberly Patton 

Katie Porter 

Penny Trant 

Scott Whitaker 

Facilities: facilities@saintj.com 
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mailto:jrwarden@saintj.com
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