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Wonder

In her book “Seasons of Your Heart”, Macrina
Wiederkehr refers to this time of year as the Season
of Wonder, and invites the reader to get rid of those
things that prevent us from experiencing a season of
wonder. She likens this act of shedding what is not
needed to the act of taking off your shoes, of risking
a stubbed toe for the sake of celebrating life (page 2).

As we move through the sacred days of Advent,
culminating in the birth of our Savior, let us
remember to take off our shoes and remember the
simplicity of wonder. Let us remember that the
smell of pine is as important as the decorations that
adorn the tree, that the softening of our hearts is the
reason behind giving, that the birth of God happens
not just once, but every time we remember to love as
Christ loves.

While the world rushes to Christmas, pause with
your shoes off and stand on the holy ground of
wonder and preparation. God is. And God is not
yet. It is the in-between space of those realities that
we lay down our prayer. May your Advent and
Christmas be filled with the gentle light of God’s
grace.

Join us as you can for the many events celebrated
this month.

Lori+

Advent Celebration with Las Posadas

With song and laughter, with story telling and
fellowship, help us welcome the Mary and Joseph as
they seek shelter for the birth of Christ. We begin in
the Big Church at 5:00pm.

Church Greening, Sunday December 20

In preparation for Christmas, we “green” the church
in the traditional manner of poinsettias and pine.
Join us immediately following the 10:30 service.
Bring a snack to share with others.

Christmas Eve Services, Thursday December 24
4:00pm Family Service with Children’s Pageant
All children welcome to participate in our Christmas
Pageant. All kids who would like to participate, be at
church by 3:45pm. Meet in the nursery for
costuming and help us tell the Christmas Story!

10:00pm Traditional Christmas Carol Hymn-
singing (note the time change)

This is your chance to sing the beloved hymns
you’ve waited all year to sing!

10:30pm Festive Christmas Service with Holy
Communion (note the time change)

As the hour approaches midnight, we will celebrate
the birth of Christ with this traditional and festive
Christmas Service with full choir and Holy Eucharist.

Christmas Day, Friday December 25
Begin this holy day with a service of Holy
Communion in the Big Church at 10:00am.

Lessons & Carols, 1% Sunday after Christmas,
Sunday December 27

Join us in song and scripture as we welcome the
Season of Christmas with a Service of Lessons &
Carols at both the 8:00 and 10:30 services.
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“Give, and it will be given to you.” (Luke 6:38)

You may have thought to yourself “the
Stewardship Team spends a lot of time in the fall
each year focusing on giving and money.” We plan
an event for the Parish, we send out letters
encouraging you to begin thinking about your
giving, we include bulletin inserts on stewardship,
we provide pledge forms, we remind you to turn in
your pledge for the coming year, and we thank you.
Stewardship is about money, but it is not only about
money.

God urges faithful people to generosity. Growth
in generous giving is spiritually healthy behavior.
Growth in generous giving accomplishes great
things for God’s purposes. Why should you give?
To honor God, to grow spiritually as you look more
deeply at your relationship with God, and to make a
difference in the spiritual and material lives of others

St. Paul speaks of two motivations for giving our
selves, our time, and our possessions to God’s work.
In 2 Corinthians 8:9, he appeals to the model and
example of Jesus and asks us to give as Jesus did. In
2 Corinthians 9:8, he reminds us that God promises
to richly supply all that is needed for us to continue
to give.

“For you know the generous act of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you
might become rich.” — 2 Corinthians 8:9

The model of Jesus and the promise of God’s
provision motivate us to be generous. Our
generosity honors God, the source of all generosity.
Our generosity makes God’s purpose known. By
God’s power, our generosity provides the
announcement of the Good News of salvation and
the deeds of mercy, the actions of love, which serve
the needs of people everywhere.

“God is able to provide you with every blessing
in abundance, so that by always having enough of
everything, you may share abundantly in every good
work.” — 2 Corinthians 9:8

ﬂp @@m@f An Invitation to Giving

Our generosity draws us closer to God, the Giver
of all good gifts. Generous deeds shape our lives and
our understandings. Through generosity we begin to
know more deeply and more broadly the
graciousness of God. Generosity does not change
God’s behavior toward us, but it changes our
behavior toward God.

| invite you to prayerfully consider ways in which
you might grow in generous giving of your self, your
time and your possessions. 1 also ask you to invite
me to do the same. Together we can make a real
difference in the spiritual and material lives of others.

Gail Blalock, Stewardship Chair
(Portions of the above taken from “Step by Step — Fostering

Pledging and Donating

As the year winds down, | want to pass along
some additional information about pledge statements
and donations to St. James’.

Those who have pledged may request an early
statement if they are unsure of the status of their
pledge. To do so, contact Jan Brandt at
janb6440@gmail.com.

It is now possible to make a pledge or donation
on-line at www.saintj.com. On the home page, there
is a new feature entitled “Giving to Saint James’”
where by Clicking either ‘Giving’ or ‘Donate’ opens
another menu. There you may fill out your pledge
and submit it or click on the heading ‘Donate’ to
make either a one-time donation using a credit card
or PayPal or a recurring monthly payment using a
credit card. The amount credited to you will be
discounted by 2.2% plus $0.30 per donation based on
a $100 donation.

All stock transfers to St. James’ to pay a pledge or
make a donation need to be completed by December
15" in order to be counted for 2015. Contact Lynn
Locher at treasurer@saintj.com for details on how to
transfer stock to St. James’.

You may still pay your pledge electronically from
your checking account, for which Saint James’
receives the full amount.

Lynn Locher, Treasurer
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new library catalogue.

Sacred Space
Sacred Reflections

Our library now has an
- inspirational book entitled
e & Sacred Space: Giving in

22 Joy on the Street (library
catalog number: HIST-
13.1)

In the Diocese of
California there is a
ministry to the homeless called Sacred Space, begun
and shepherded by the Rev. John Trubina, also our
Church Administrator. He has also published a
collection of 26 personal essays, each of which
reflects the writer’s experience assisting in this
ministry of providing lunches to homeless persons in
the Hayward and Oakland areas

Below are quotes taken from three of the
reflections by the unknown writers, identified only
by their initials. Perhaps some are from St. James’.

e “... the intimacy between people and God is
S0 present one might think we were standing
in the midst of a monastery or
cloister.” (Rev. Lori W.)

e “At Sacred Space, we never know what we
will face But like St. Francis of Assisi, we
are always present to those who need us,
whether a hug or a smile, we give it from our
hearts.” (Rev. John T.)

e “Many come every Sunday, some come as
they can, but we all leave a little bit richer in
spirit, in hear knowing that we are loved by
God. (Penny T.)

From the Confessions of St. Augustine, “Pick up
and Read.”

John Maloney, Librarian

THE BOOKWORM WIGGLES

The St. James’ library is now open for your reading and DVDing pleasure. Browse the

Are You Smarter Than The
Librarian?*

Question No, 1: Who is this cleric and what
recently happened to him?

Question #2: Are you
a Crazy enough
Christian to sing
Grandmas’ Songs?

Answers are found on
page 4.

Spiritual Poetry

Several inspirational poets are represented in the
library. One is Gerard Manley Hopkins. One of his
poems (reproduced below) is found in Collected
Poems, catalog number POET-3 or POET-3c.

God's Grandeur
The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;
It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;
And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared
with toil;
And wears man's smudge and shares man's smell:
the soil
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.

And for all this, nature is never spent;
There lives the dearest freshness deep down
things;
And though the last lights off the black West went
Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent
World broods with warm breast and with ah!
bright wings.
John Maloney, Librarian

*Probably not.
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Celebrating 35 Years of 6am Bible Study!

On Sunday, December 13, the 6am Bible Study will
provide treats in celebration of 35 Years of meetings at
Genore Schaaf’s house for Bible Study at six o’clock in
the morning. She has hosted the Bible Study since 1980.
She makes coffee, both regular and decaf and contributes
fruit and goodies for the waking-up students. Members of
' &l the group contribute cookies, deviled eggs, donuts, fruit,
4. muffins, quick breads, ground coffee and other delicious
treats.

We are also celebrating Genore’s 90" birthday with
this Coffee Hour. She started the Bible Study out of a
need for deeper insight into each Sunday’s lessons.

After the prayer candle is lit, the group studies the
upcoming Sunday lessons: collect, and first lesson,

Psalm, second lesson and the Gospel utilizing a study
guide. Each week a different volunteer leader guides the
group through the lessons. Each group member uses
his/her own Bible, which can lead to a discussion the
differences in the many translations, footnotes in the

Pictured above: Kneeling: Alice, Marnie
Standing: Richard, Rob, Bobbi, Bob, Barbara
Margaret, Genore, Scott, Bruce

Picture credit: Bruce Roberts

Bibles, and their own interpretations in lively give and take each Tuesday morning. We often are treated to
vignettes of the Saints.

We do take breaks in the summer and at other times when attendance can be difficult. At one point the
group was used as a resource for a doctoral thesis. Once the group held a memorial service. Over the years
there have been 59 members of the group. Currently the average age of the Bible Study group is roughly 75
years old. We want and especially invite younger people to join us. All are welcome. The 6 am start time was
established so members who worked could leave for work by 7am. Members may stay longer for fellowship.
The current group is pictured in the accompanying photo.

Bruce Roberts

Are You Smarter Than the Librarian?

Answers to Questions
1. The Rev. Michael Curry, newly installed Presiding Bishop of the
Episcopal Church.

2. See what the Rev. Michael Curry has to say about this by checking
and reading one or both of the two newly available books located in our
library, which are:

Crazy Christians: A call to follow Jesus (2013), Michael Curry,

catalog # SPIR-5.1

Songs My Grandma Sang (2015), Michael Curry, catalog # SPIR-5.2.
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Sacred Space

5 Sacred Space is a

w@,@g* specialized mission of

% -, ourDiocese. Itisa

fagihal congregation of

* homeless and hungry
people, who are also
hungry for the love of
God. Sacred Space
has two congrega-
tions, in Oakland and
Hayward that meet every Sunday afternoon,
come rain or shine. St. James' participates with
the Hayward congregation by attending the
worship service and providing bag lunches once
a month.

The signup sheet for providing lunch for
January - June, 2016, will be up in the Parish
Hall. We ask folks to provide sandwiches,
bottled water, granola bars, fruit cups and chips.
We also ask you to come along, worship with us
and help distribute the lunches. We meet at
Cannery Park in Hayward.

Please talk to me if you have any questions.
Thank you for your support of Sacred Space.

Janet Fischer, Sacred Space Coordinator

Sunday School Activities

While Sunday School lessons in loving your
neighbor and caring for others are all well and good,
it is only when we show our children faith in action.
Making lunches for Sacred Space on November 15"
was an opportunity to serve those in need and all our
children got involved in labelling bags, making
sandwiches and filling bags. Stacia and her family
joined Rev Lori and me to give out the lunches on a
windy day after a wet night in Hayward.

Between Thanksgiving and Christmas we will be
collecting socks for Sacred Space. On one Sunday
morning in November, between the Oakland and
Hayward communities over 100 pairs of new dry
socks were given out. If the winter is as wet as we
expect our gifts of new socks and gloves will be a
blessing to many.

Jan Scrutton, Childrens’ Minister

= P
|
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November Vestry Minutes

The November vestry meeting was held on Thursday
the 12th. These were some of the topics discussed.

We quickly reviewed the September financial reports and
accepted them. These were not available at the time of the
October vestry meeting. We then discussed our financial
position per the October financial reports relative to the 2015
budget. The October financial reports were accepted.

We reviewed the preliminary 2016 budget put together by
the lead team. A more thorough review of this budget will
be done during our December meeting. By that point we will
have a picture of the pledge income we will have to work
with.

We have had some long-term funds invested in a CD
which will mature soon. The vestry approved a motion to re-
invest these funds in a new two year CD with a higher rate of
return.

The vestry approved the ticket prices, suggested by the
McCutcheon team, for the January 2016 McCutcheon
Concert. We also approved a portion of the proceeds from
the concert be donated to Abode Services as we have done
the last several years.

We discussed the make-up of the 2016 vestry. Many
parishioners names were brought forward as potential vestry
candidates. Different vestry members volunteered to speak
individually with these people and invite them to consider
serving on the vestry.

During the last 30 minutes of our meeting we broke into
our two ministry teams.

The Ministry Development Team has met with many
ministry teams to help generate ministry charters. While we
have completed the charters we first set out to do, there are
still other ministries which would benefit by going through
this process. We listed these and discussed how many of
them might be grouped together under the same umbrella.

The Invitation and Integration Team discussed the next
steps they will be doing in their process of exploring and
implementing new ways we integrate new members into the
life of St. James’.

Our meeting closed at 9:00, and we finished our evening
together with Compline service in the Little Church.

Vestry meetings are open to everyone and everyone is
welcome to attend. We start each meeting at 6:30, sharing a
meal provided by a vestry member. The business portion of
the meeting begins at 7:00 with a prayer and our meetings
end promptly at 9:00. We conclude our time together with
Compline. If you have ever considered being a member of
the vestry but have questions about what is involved in the
position, consider attending a vestry meeting. You will find
it’s not just a job, it’s a fun, social, rewarding time spent with
friends doing the work of the church in our community and
doing God’s work in the world.

Dave Nelsen, Sr. Warden

The McCutcheon Team
Needs Your Help

The McCutcheon Team is again planning our
next fundraiser/community outreach event, the
McCutcheon Concert (Jan 18, 2016).

If you could help with ticket selling on Sunday
morning in the Parish Hall, please contact Katie
Cunningham. If you could donate drawing prizes,
please contact Elaine Miller. If you could help
with distributing flyers around town, to your
friends, co-worker or neighbors, flyers are
available outside the office, in the narthex and in
the Parish Hall. If you would like an electronic
copy of the flyer, please contact Sylvia Ma
(hsiehtinghsueh@yahoo.com). If you could bake
cookies for the concert snack bar, please contact
Connie or Jack Rux.

Your help is greatly appreciated.
Sylvia Ma

Financial Summary October 2015

Fund Balances 10/31/2014 10/31/2015
Operating Fund $ 31,122 $ 50,354
Building Fund $ 36,650 $ 23,928
Building Investment $ 15,000 $ 15,000

Year To Date Summary Operating

Pledges Budgeted $ 203,583 $ 217,354
Pledges Paid $ 195,463 $ 201,865
Unpledged Contributions  $ 6,841 $7,315

Other Op Income* $ 16,745 $ 17,827
Total Operating Income ~ $ 219,049 $ 227,008
Total Operating Expense  $ 238,732 $ 224,238
Income less Expenses ($ 19,683) $2,769

*Includes Fund Raising
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“Ode to a Krispy Kreme” — January 18, 2016

Reminds me of a Baker’s Dozen. January 18" Traditional folk songs, newly penned songs, protest
will be the Baker’s dozenth time John McCutcheon songs, songs preceded by stories that make the songs
has sung “in concert” at St. James’. And, if you’re all that much more relevant? The answer is yes to all
counting his visits, it will be the fourteenth time has of those, but how many will he sing that you never
he visited St. heard before? How

James’, the last many old songs do

time to pay you want to hear
homage to the again? Do you
hundredth want to sink your
anniversary of teeth into that
Joe Hill’s Krispy Kreme?
death. The John’s “Ode...”
actual makes one desire
anniversary of that delicious

the labor pastry. At the

activist’s death
was November
19, 1915. John
recently
performed the
play “Joe Hill’s Last Will” on that
date in 2015 in the place Joe was
executed, Salt Lake City. But, as the
song alludes, labor activists say his
memory never did die.

John McCutcheon’s 2016 Left

concert you will
find out.

Is John
McCutcheon a Pete Seeger, a Woody
Guthrie? As a folk singer he stands on
their shoulders and thrives in their
tradition. Did they write “Christmas in
the Trenches?” John wrote it. As a
master musician, he even conducts
songwriting workshops. Does he leave
" the stage making you feel uplifted?

Coast Tour will Yes!

end with his Join us in the “Club
concer,t at St. Saint J” on

James’ on

Monday, January
18 at 7:30 PM to
listen to John
McCutcheon.
Tickets are $27 for
adults, $15 for

January 18, one
of only three
concerts this
year in the Bay
Area, the others

occurring In children 6 to 12, 5
Walnut Creek years and under for
and Berkeley. free. For more
What will information go to
John sing for us www.saintj.com. A
on January 18? You might remember from the last portion of the proceeds will be donated to Abode
Martin Luther King Monday that he sang songs new, Services, working to end homelessness in our
old, traditional, newly written, some not yet communities. There will be a prize drawing with the
recorded (Je Suis Charlie, Burger King). He sang winners announced at the show’s intermission. Of
your requests including Leviathan, Happy Adoption course John’s music will be available for sale during
Day, Immigrant - accompanied by himself on piano, and after the concert as well. For more about John
guitar, banjo, hammer dulcimer, etc. Back to the see www.folkmusic.com.

question, what will he sing for you this year? Bruce Roberts
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Faith Formation presents...

“Ask the Beasts”: The Moral Status of Animals

Facilitated by: Janet Fischer
Where: Education Room
When: December 1%, 8" & 15™
Potluck @ 6pm, Class @6:30

ASK THE BEASTS

DARWIN AND THE GOD OF LOVE

ELIZABET
. )

Issues surrounding animal rights are Q8
news lately. Attitudes range from, “\'%
anything we want with animals,” QA meffals should

2

have the same rights as people,” an§everything in

between. During Advent w the Beasts.”
In “Ask the Beasts” we@xamine the issues of
animal care and animal rightSthat are currently in
the news and debated in law. Then we will examine
what our scriptures have to say about animals and
human responsibility for them, what the Christian
tradition and Christian leaders have taught about
them, and how we have arrived at our own beliefs
and actions regarding animals. Much discussion is
encouraged!

Don’t worry; nobody will try to turn you into a
vegan or even a vegetarian! That’s not what this is
about. But our religious tradition is rich with
wisdom regarding our relationship with animals that
is either unknown or has been mostly ignored. “Ask

the Beasts” comes from the title of Elizabeth A.
Johnson’s book, Ask the Beasts: Darwin and the God
of Love. She takes t for her book, written in
honor of the 150th/&n ary of Darwin's Origin of
Species, from thé Job where Job responds to
his accusers ¥Wgh, “ the beasts and they will teach
birdWand they will tell you.” (Job 12:7)

e book is recommended, purchasing it

@ ack for under $20:
Ask the Beasts: Darwin and the God of Love by

Elizabeth A. Johnson (Bloomsbury Continuum,
(2014).

Janet Fischer

Calling All Singers!

Anyone who would like to sing with the Adult
Choir on Christmas Eve is welcome to do so! We
will be singing two choir anthems with harp, plus
many of your other favorite Christmas Carols!

If you would like to join us for this wonderful
event, please come to the following rehearsals:

Wednesday - December 9th, from 7:30 - 8:30pm
Wednesday - December 16th, from 7:30 - 8:30pm
Thursday - December 24th, from 9:15 - 10:00pm

Please let me know if you plan to sing with the
choir! You can email me at music@saintj.com.

Thanks!

Jennifer Carini, Music Director
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St. James’ Prayer List

Most Holy God we pray for:

For Those In The

Military: Scott, Jarrod,
Megan, Erica, Theresa, Mark,
Tim, Louis, Military Children
of ACBSM, the families and
Marines of Dark Horse Battalion, Caitlin, Emily,
Robin, Adam, Dave, Shawn, Ethan, Paul, Darren,
Matthew

For Those Who Need Guidance and
Direction: Scott, Gloria, Bruce

For Those Who Need Comfort and

Healing: Man Yee, Nonie, Rolando, Liam, June,
Sarah, Larry, Tom, Alonzo, Becky, Sydney, Paul,
Lillian

For Those Who Have Passed Away: Kim, Bill,
Melinda, Kathy, Nailah, Charlotte, Anoush,
Darlene, Beulah, Michelle, Marion, Terry

Ooo0DoDo0ODOoODo0ODo0D0DD0ODOoOo0o0Do0Do0ooooooooaoao

To add someone to the “Special Prayers™
list, please complete a pew card and
place it in the offering plate OR call /
email the Church Office. After six weeks,
names are removed from the list. Please
renew your request as needed.

Thank you

Oo0oo0oDoDoODoODo0ODo0DD0DD0ODOoOo0o0Do0Do0o0oooooooaoao

0000000000 o0oooao

J

/Please note: If your birth month or
anniversary is in this month and your
name(s) is not listed or the information is
incorrect, please email the appropriate
information to admin@saintj.com

AN J

Decem irthdays
1 Cassandra Locher 19 Donald Razzolini
Courtney Whitehouse 20 Sylvia Ma
2 John Kimber 21 Frank Hoffman
4 Rose Hoffman Chris Perry
Alex Locher Jill Buono
6 Paul Svenson 22 Bud Spalding Jr.
8 Genore Schaaf Karen Koonze
Carol Lynch 26 Olivia Almond
11 Pegeen Perry 30 Robert Tomkinson
17 Malorie Guzior 31 Denise Lovellette

18 Elaine Vallecillo-Miller
John Butterfield

4 Ken & Penny Trant Jr.
31 Jim & Katie Cunningham

The next issue of The Window is in January 2015.
We welcome your comments, essays, poems,
photos, cartoons, newsworthy items of interest,
art work, any group activity information and re-
views.

Email your submission to newsletter@saintj.com
by: December 15"
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2 SAINT JAMES’

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

WORSHIP TIMES
SUNDAY SERVICES: 8:00AM & 10:30AM
CONTEMPLATIVE PRACTICES: SUNDAY 9:30-10:00AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES AT 10:15AM
AND FOURTH SUNDAY 9:15AM
WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST 10:00AM

OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY: 9:00AM-1:00PM

Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace
PO Box 457
Fremont, CA 94537-0457
WEB: http://saintj.com
Tel: (510) 797-1492

STAFF
The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector

The Rev. Ken Parris, Deacon. deaconken@saintj.com
Anna Horen, Ministry Intern anna@saintj.com

The Rev. John Trubina, Office Administrator
admin@saintj.com

lori@saintj.com

Jennifer Carini, Music Director......music@saintj.com
Jan Scrutton, Children’s Minister jan@saintj.com
Lynn Locher, Treasurer treasurer@saintj.com

-

Senior Warden..... srwarden@saintj.com
Dave Nelsen

Junior Warden ..... jrwarden@saintj.com
Meg Amouroux

VESTRY

Al Casas
Nancy Castaneda
Ashley Francis
Charles Hall
Barry Hedgpeth
Karen Koonze
Ralph Locher
Vivienne Paratore
Elaine Vallecillo-Miller
Alison Saichek

Vestry Clerk: Elizabeth Hart

\_

Other Important Coordinators \

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors:
The Rev. John Trubina

Eucharistic Visitors:
The Rev. Ken Parris

Altar Guild: Katie Cunningham
Ushers: Burtin Hart
St. J Youth Leaders: Mike & Jan Scrutton

Facilities:............ facilities@saintj.com
Al Casas
Barry Hedgpeth

The Window Staff

Ralph Locher
Katie Porter
Penny Trant

Jack Rux

Laura Winter

Article submission......newsletter@saintj.com

/
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