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Spirit Alive 

The other evening I was on campus, just finishing 
up with a couple who sought me out for spiritual 
conversation, and as I walked them to the door, a 
gaggle of children entered the parish hall in 
anticipation of their art class being put on by Youth 
Champions, an organization that uses our space to 
teach young children about how to express 
themselves with a variety of artistic methods and 
material.  As the kids and their parents were settling 
in, I went to EB1 for the beginning of this season’s 
faith formation class on spiritual awakening.  In the 
midst of deep discussion about our faith, while 
children laughed and played nearby, a small 
contingent of uniformed ladies walked by, looking a 
bit bewildered.  I left the class to ask them if they 
needed help, and realized they were the new group of 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary that was scheduled to 
meet on campus as well, only they weren’t exactly 
sure where they were supposed to meet.  After 
placing them in the vestry room, and assuring them 
that yes, they could have cups of coffee if they were 
very careful, I smiled as I walked back to the faith 
formation class.  Laughing children, conversing 
Christians, gathering Coast Guard, cars entering and 
leaving the lot and everything hopping at the same 
time – Saint James’ Church was alive and thriving on 
a Tuesday night, and it felt right.  One mark of 
vitality, and there are many, is that the blessings that 
we have are open and shared, that the abundance that 
God has graced us with is used to widen circles and 
extend invitation.  Having such joyous activity is 
certainly a mark of vitality. 

When this month’s newsletter editor Marilyn saw 
the picture of the EB3/4 room blessing with arms 
raised by each person in the room she commented, 
“This picture tells me the spirit of God is alive and 
moving through every person at St. James’!”   Yes, 
indeed, this is true.  From the newest baby born to 
our most elderly, from teen to child to middle-aged 
and old(er)-aged, the Spirit is clearly evident.  And, 

the way we know the Spirit is moving through our 
church is by witnessing the gathering of the faithful 
in worship, fellowship and service.  I have the great 
blessing of being with you in groups, worship, and 
one-on-one, and with each interaction, I know that 
my life is fuller because of the Spirit within your 
lives.  My day is made more meaningful by being 
able to encounter God within each of you. 

This fall, we have several opportunities to engage 
in the Spirit of God by coming together as a 
community.  In October, the Sunday School is 
organizing a trip to the Harvest Festival at 
Ardenwood Farm, and the Stewardship Committee is 
throwing a lively tailgate party and BBQ.  In 
November, we will gather our blessings together 
during worship and in December, we will begin 
preparing for the Christ Child with Lessons and 
Carols and Las Posadas.  These are just a few things 
coming our way, led by the Spirit of God to bring us 
into deeper relationship with God and each other.   

As we move into the fall, my heart is filled with 
gratitude for God and for the presence and care of 
each one of you. 

Lori+ 
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 Stewardship Corner  

St. James’ 1
st

 Tailgate 

Gathering 
Your Stewardship Committee is hard at work 

putting together the Fall Stewardship Event dubbed 
the St. James’ 1st Tailgate Gathering scheduled for 
Saturday afternoon, October 25th.  1:00-4:00 p.m.  

 Fall is the appropriate time to reflect on what we 
have achieved through the year together at St. James’ 
as we begin planning for the coming year.  And yes, 
it’s also the time to think about where we are in our 
financial support of God’s work through St. James’, 
and what we are able to pledge for the 2015 year.  

 I have shared this before but believe it’s worth 
repeating – Stewardship is a spiritual commitment to 
giving of our time, talent and treasure and it is based 
on our belief that we give because we receive.  It is 
an essential part of our Christian mission, giving 
back to God the gifts that we have been given, 
through service and ministry to our community.  
Your gifts of time, talent and treasure keep St. 
James’ Church alive, healthy and flourishing.   

The Tailgate Gathering is an opportunity for us 
to come together to celebrate our service as a team 
supporting the mission of St. James’ Church.  It will 
be an afternoon of fun and good food for the entire 
family.  Dino's Restaurant will set up their traveling 
grill in the parking lot to barbeque for us. There will 
be hot dogs and hamburgers, a “Chili Challenge,” 
games for young and not-so-young, and footballs!  
Every sport has its “Hall of Fame” and we’re no 
exception – you won’t want to miss the St. James 
Hall of Fame!  You don’t have to be a football fan to 
have fun at this event because there’s something for 
everybody.  Be sure to sign up in the Parish Hall 
soon! 

We are all important members of God’s team at 
St. James’ as we worship and work together using 
our gifts to help others.  I am reminded of the first 
part of the St. James’ Mission Statement, - when we 
prayerfully ask “Most holy God, source of our 
vision, guide us to embrace the potential of this 
community to serve you in new and loving ways; 
direct us in our efforts as we work together with love 
for our neighbors.”  Thank you, people of St. 
James’, for living our Mission every day. 

Gail Blalock, Stewardship Chair 

 The Legend and Travels of 
Flat Jesus 

We know that Jesus Christ came from God, born 
of the Virgin Mary to walk amongst us as the Divine 
become man, part of the Trinitarian Godhead and the 
Word that existed from the beginning of everything 
and is with us to the end of all.  But what about “Flat 
Jesus”?  The legends are wide and vast – he was 
created by the Rector (me)… the Sunday School 
class designed him… he came to be at Vacation 
Bible School…  all of these are great stories, none of 
them the Truth. 

Flat Jesus came to be once upon a time in an 
Episcopal Church named St. James’ in Birmingham, 
Missouri as a way of keeping their parishioners 
connected during vacation.  He soon became a 
national sensation and has since traveled the world.  
Here at St. James’, Flat Jesus has gone to New York, 
Washington DC and Menlo Park for a leadership 
conference.  He spent the weekend with the ladies at 
their annual retreat, and he will soon travel with the 
Choir to sing at Grace Cathedral.  He has tentative 
plans to return to New York and travel up to the 
Wine Country (where if we weren’t in such a 
drought, he’d no doubt turn water into wine). 

If you’re interested in taking Flat Jesus with you 
on your travels, you’ll have to catch up with him… 
ask around and see where he was last seen.  Take 
pictures and post them on Face Book – it’s one 
modern day way of pointing to Jesus and 
proclaiming, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” 

 

Lori+ 



3 The Window • October 2014 

 

Each Diocesan Convention has submitted to it a 
number of resolutions the authors and supporters want 
the convention to adopt.  Some affect just the Diocese 
of California. Others affect other California dioceses. 
Still others may ask the whole Episcopal Church to 
adopt an idea or stance on a subject.  If you have a point 
of view that you want your Deanery 
Representatives/Diocesan Convention delegates to 
know about regarding the resolutions below, please 
contact them. 

On September 28th the Southern Alameda met to 
discuss the proposed resolutions for the upcoming 
convention. St. James’ representatives attended a forum 
at St. James’ on September 21 to obtain insight from St. 
James’ parishioners. There is still time to bend the ear 
of your deanery rep or convention delegate. 

Resolution 1: Asks the Diocese to support Prop. 47  in 

the November election. 

Resolution2:  Asks the Executive Council of the 

Diocese to set up a task force to investigate pathways 

for setting up a joint state policy network with the other 

five dioceses of California. 

Resolution 3: Asks the 78th General Convention of the 

Episcopal Church to change the Book of Common 

Prayer regarding Liturgical Marriage Equality. 

Resolution 4: Asks the Executive Council of the 

Diocese of California to work toward socially 

responsible investing. 

Resolution 5: Asks the 78th General Convention of the 

Episcopal Church to welcome the release of the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed carbon 

rule. 

Resolution 6: Asks the Diocese of California to set 

standards for the cost of benefit sharing with 

employees. 

Resolution 7: Asks the 78th General Convention to 

encourage the church to divest itself of certain 

investments, and boycott products as a criticism of the 

Israeli position in the Israel/Palestine conflict. 

Resolution 7A: An alternate resolution to number 7 if 7 

should not pass at the Diocesan Convention. 
The above listing is quite abbreviated.  To read the 

resolutions and understand what they actually say go to 
the following website: 
http://diocal.org/governance/diocesan-convention/2014-
resolutions#SPPN 

The current deanery reps are: Alice Johnson, Scott 
Whitaker, Jan Brandt and Jim McConnell.  

Bruce Roberts 

Diocesan Resolutions for  
2014’s October Convention 

Food and Fellowship Dinners 
The next scheduled Food & Fellowship pot-luck 

dinner is scheduled for Saturday evening, October 
11th starting around 5:30pm. The dinner will be 
hosted by Greg Miller at his home at 38086 Guava 
Drive in Newark. Should you wish to attend, please 
either sign-up on the list posted in the Parish Hall or 
contact Greg Miller via email 
(themillerhome@yahoo.com) or by phone          
(510) 793-5344. You will be contacted during the 
week of the event about a food or a drink item to 
bring to share. This event is limited to eighteen 
participants. 

The deadline for signing up is Sunday, October 
5th. 

Ralph Locher 

Women’s Spirituality Group 

to Explore “Grace” 
Around mid-October WSG will begin a study of 

the book “Grace” by Max Lucado. Below are 
excerpts from the back cover. 

“We talk as though we know what grace means. 
But do we really understand it? Have we settled for 
wimpy grace? It politely occupies a phrase in a 
hymn, fits nicely on a church sign. Never causes 
trouble or demands a response.” 

“Max Lucado asks a deeper question: Have you 
been changed by grace? Shaped by grace? 
Strengthened by grace? Emboldened by grace? 
Softened by grace? Snatched by the nape of your 
neck and shaken to your senses by grace?” 

All women are welcome to buy the book, watch 
for the announcement of the exact date that WSG 
will begin this study, and join us on Tuesday at 2 PM 
in the study. 

Lynn Locher 

http://diocal.org/governance/diocesan-convention/2014-resolutions#SPPN
http://diocal.org/governance/diocesan-convention/2014-resolutions#SPPN
mailto:themillerhome@yahoo.com?subject=Food%20&%20Fellowship%20Dinner
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Financial Summary August 2014 

 Fund Balances 8/31/13  8/31/14 

 Operating Fund $ 45,266  $ 45,589 

    

 Building Fund $ 36,248  $ 36,775 

Year To Date Summary Operating 

 Pledges Budgeted $ 162,415  $ 162,831 

 Pledges Paid $ 145,169  $ 162,324 

 Unpledged Contributions  $ 3,370  $ 6,191 

 Other Op Income* $ 15,345  $ 13,857 

 Total Operating Income $ 163,884  $ 182,372 

 Total Operating Expenses  $ 159,417  $ 187,589 

 Income lessxExpenses 

 

$ 4,467   $ (5,217) 

 *Includes Fundraising       

    

A Place for All Ages, 

Beginning with Children 
A church campus says a lot about the passions 

and priorities of the congregation that occupies the 
space.  Does the place look alive?  Is it well tended?  
Are the buildings maintained and clean?  Is there 
evidence of sharing with others?  Is there a variety of 
space?  When one walks onto the St. James’ campus, 
this is just some of what they see:  an explosion of 
color from the beautiful rose bushes and other 
flowers, a deeply peaceful path through a garden 
cemetery, a well-used and well-occupied parish hall, 
a testament to tradition and heritage in the Little 
Church, and a place for children to climb and slide 
and swing on the play structure.  Our buildings and 
grounds are witness to the multi-generational church 
that the Kingdom of God calls for. 

For many years, St. James’ has been committed to 
the spiritual formation of children.  We understand 
that our church is a place for all ages to engage with 
God and explore a relationship with Christ.  This 
engagement and exploration begins with the 
youngest of us.  To that end we have expanded the 
Sunday School classroom by combining rooms 3 and 
4 in the Education Building.  With funds from the 
General Endowment distribution, and with hours of 
work, Dave Nelsen, supported by Al Casas, Ralph 
Locher, and Barry Hedgpeth, worked many hours to  
literally transformed the room.  The end result is a 
beautiful space of color and light.  This change not 
only provides a more adequate space for teaching 
and discovering, but also demonstrates in a very 
tangible way our commitment to providing the best 
for the children who find their spiritual home at St. 
James’.   May many children come our way to 
encounter the Living God. 

Lori + 

 

 

Blessing of the Sunday School Room 

Photo by Bruce Roberts 

The next issue of The Window is in November.  We 

welcome your comments, essays, poems,       

photos, cartoons, newsworthy items of interest, 

art work, any group activity information and 

reviews. 

 

Email your submission to newsletter@saintj.com 

November Issue Deadline: October 15th 

mailto:newsletter@saintj.com
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Photos by Bob Bynum 

August Men’s Retreat 

Our 7th year in a row up to the mountains brought 

us up this year we to Twain Harte. Unfortunately due 

to family matters, diocesan commitments, surgeries 

etc., only eleven were able to participate. 

Some of us played golf Friday and Saturday and 

others hiked, kayak, and lounged around. Golfing 

was a disappointment due to the dry course 

conditions and topography. However, the weather 

was ideal for kayaking and hiking.  

Gregg Feeney 

Left to right: Front row: Tim Young, Charlie Dickinson Middle row: Bob 

Bell, Al Casas, Bob Bynum, Ken Trant; Rear: Ralph Locher, Jim McConnell, 

Bud Pearson, Gregg Feeney, Mike Dearborn 
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Photos by Marilyn Rose 

 Ladies Flatlanders at Pajaro Dunes 
Fourteen ladies from St. James got together for the annual Ladies Flatlanders trip September 4-7.  We 

enjoyed four days of rest, relaxation, and fellowship at a wonderful unit overlooking the beach in Pajaro 
Dunes.  We were joined by a special guest – Flat Jesus, whom you may have seen on other adventures. Other 
special visitors were Joanne LaRocque and Kelsey Peterson, who joined us for dinner Saturday night. 

Thank you to all the ladies who attended this year! Be sure to mark your calendars' for next year – 
September 10-14, 2015. 

Jackie Whitehouse and the Flatlanders Committee: Mary Casas, Nancy Castaneda, and Dorothy Balderston 

 

 

Left to right: Front row: Our special guest, Flat Jesus, 

Marilyn, Lynn, Connie Middle row: Julie, Pat, 

Dorothy, Jan, Mary; Rear: Jackie, Laura, Joanne, 

Linda, Cathy, Kelsey and Nancy 
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Please note:  If your birth month or        

anniversary is in this month and your   

name(s) is not listed or  the information is 

incorrect, please email the appropriate    

information to  admin@saintj.com 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Holy God, we pray for: 

 

Those Who Need Comfort and Healing:  Nonie, 

Barbara, Man Yee, Jan, Donald, Rosemary, Russ, 

Mary Susan, The Mullin Family, Karin, Ruth, 

Sarah, David, Amanda and baby Ethan, June, 

Miranda, Kenny, Murray Family, Trisha & Mike 

 

Those Who Need Guidance and Direction: Scott, 

Michael, Robert 
 

Those in the Military:  Scott, Jarrod, Megan, Erica, 

Theresa, Mark, Tim, Louis, Military Children of 

ACBSM, the families and Marines of Dark Horse 

Battalion, Caitlin, Emily, Robin, Adam, Dave, 

Shawn, Ethan, Paul, Darren 

 

Families Expecting Children: Hoa and Erik 

 

Those Who Have Passed Away: Norene, Mary, 

Lorin, Diane, Doug, Regina, Florinne 

 

OctoberOctober  

AnniversariesAnniversaries  

Love is the condition in which the happiness 
of another person is essential to your own. 

 15  Dave & Linda Nelsen  To add someone to the “Special Prayers” 

list, please complete a pew card and 

place it in the offering plate OR call /     

e-mail the Church Office.  After six 

weeks, names are removed from the list.  

Please renew your request as needed. 

Thank you 

   

3 Dana Muse 

6 Lynn Locher 

7 Mary Casas 

8 Keith Westra 

9 Margaret Rainey 

      Cathy Knotts 

      Beth Scrutton 

10 Bobbie Naidoo 

11 Jessica Stair 

13 Judy Colby 

14 Richard Kostick 

17 Anne Keshishian 

18 Victoria Krimmel 

19 Bud Pearson 

      Sherea Westra 

22 Alyssa Koonze 

23 Marilyn Rose 

      Lauren Zarovy 

24 Ruby Pike 

25 Gloryanne Bryant 

29  Joan Kimber 

mailto:admin@saintj.com


 

WORSHIP TIMES  

SUNDAY SERVICES: 8:00AM & 10:30AM 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRACTICES: SUNDAY 9:15-10:15AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15AM 

YOUTH GROUP SECOND SUNDAY  6:30PM 

WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST  10:00AM 

  

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY: 9:00AM-1:00PM 

              Other Important Coordinators 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors: John Trubina 

Altar Guild: Ruth Poole  

Ushers: Burtin Hart 

The Window  Staff 

Ralph Locher 

Marilyn Rose 

Jack Rux 

Penny Trant 

Laura Winter 

Article submission…...newsletter@saintj.com 

VESTRY 

 Senior Warden ........ srwarden@saintj.com 

     Mike Scrutton 

Junior Warden ......... jrwarden@saintj.com 
     Dave Nelsen 

Meg Amouroux 

Bob Bynum 

Al Casas 

Nancy Castaneda 

Karen Koonze 

Ralph Locher 

Elaine Vallecillos-Miller 

Bev Mosier 

Alison Saichek 

Bud Spalding 

 

Vestry Clerk:  Elizabeth Hart 

Thornton Avenue at Cabrillo Terrace 

PO Box 457 

Fremont, CA 94537-0457 

WEB: http://saintj.com 

Tel: (510) 797-1492 

STAFF 
The Rev. Lori Walton, Rector .................... lori@saintj.com  

The Rev. Ken Parris, Deacon ......... deaconken@saintj.com 

Jennifer Carini, Music Director .............. music@saintj.com 

The Rev. John Trubina, Office Administrator

 ............................................................... admin@saintj.com 

Lynn Locher, Treasurer ..................... treasurer@saintj.com 

Facilities: ............... facilities@saintj.com 

Al Casas 

Bud Spalding 
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