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Recap of Last Session

• We looked at whether Jesus was an apocalyptic 
prophet
• What was his self-understanding?
• How did we get from the preaching of Jesus to the 

preaching about Jesus? (Son of God, fully 
human/fully divine, inaugurator of the Kingdom of 
God)

• The Kingdom of God, Jesus’ resurrection, and the 
Second Coming, are all eschatological in nature.



The End-Times in the 19th - 21st Centuries

• Revelation has touch-points with book of Exodus
• Written in late 1st C. CE, time of oppression 

and persecution from Rome. Parallel is obvious.
• 7 plagues of Exodus = 7 trumpets, 7 bowls of 

wrath.
• Marked by dualism.
• “Erosion from within/oppression from without” 

came to be understood as heresy within the 
Church after Constantine.



Exodus influence on the US

• Puritans come to New England, fleeing religious 
persecution.
• Wanted to set up a theocracy, not tolerant of others.
• John Winthrop, 1st governor of Massachusetts, gave 

voice to it: “shining city on a hill.”
• American Revolution

• George III = Pharaoh, Colonists = enslaved Israelites.
• Franklin, Jefferson, and Adams proposed a national 

seal depicting Red Sea crossing, with inscription: 
“Rebellion to Tyrants Is Obedience to God.”



Exodus influence on the US, con’t

• Civil War
• Use of Exodus metaphor by slaves and white Northerners is well-known, but 

also used by Southerners to justify secession.
• Northerners: Lincoln = “New Moses”

Southerners: Lincoln = “New Pharaoh”
• Slaves sing the spiritual “Let My People Go”

Slave owners sing the spiritual “O Happy Land of Canaan,” to evoke the 
idyllic pre-war South.

• Civil Rights Movement
• Martin Luther King, Jr.: use of Exodus, seen as New Moses
• Malcolm X: US is a “house of bondage” for blacks.

• At various times in our history, white Americans have been oppressed and 
oppressors. Part of our colonial heritage, and Puritan attempts at theocracy.



Revelation, Exodus, Puritan Heritage:
A Combustible Mix

• Suspicion of limitations of freedom, especially 
central government.

• Civic Christianity: despite separation of Church 
and State.  Based on a Reformed Protestant 
expression of Christianity, reinforced by 
literalistic interpretation of Scripture.

• “Us vs Them” mentality: must always have an 
enemy. From within, without, or both.



Example: The Rapture

• Just a single description of the Final Judgment in 1 Thessalonians 
4:16-17.

• Origins lie in preaching of John Nelson Darby, 19th C. British 
Evangelical preacher.
• 2 “returns” of Christ:

• 1st to “rapture” the faithful to save them from tribulation to come,
• 2nd to establish Jerusalem-based kingdom on earth.

• Darby created the end-times “timetable” popularized in the 
“Scofield Reference Bible,” 1909.

• Rapture probably comes from Latin “raptio,” translation of Greek 
word for “caught up.” 



Revelation, Exodus, Puritan Heritage:
A Combustible Mix, con’t

• Political nihilism: let it all “burn down.” Origins in 
tribulations of Revelation.

• Left Behind series: based on literal interpretation, and 
“us vs. them” mentality. Spiritual elite to be saved.

• “Doomsday Preppers” - same basis.
• President Obama as Anti-Christ.
• A long way from the joyful anticipation that ends 

Revelation.



Return to Early Christianity: The Creeds

• Nicene Creed:
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end…
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.

• Later Apostles Creed says the same.



Discussion:

What, if anything, has changed in your perception 
of the end-times as a result of participating in this 

series?



Liberation, Marc Chagall, 1952.
Part 3 of triptych, “Resistance, Resurrection, Liberation” 
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