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What Are the End-Times?

• The “end times” or “end of days” is a future time 
when world events will reach a definitive climax.

• Different from the “end of the world”

• Is bound up with cosmology.

• Cosmology = the meaning of the cosmos.  How we 
understand the universe, time, the world, ourselves.



Basic Terminology and Concepts

•Eschatology: a branch of theology concerned with the ultimate destiny 
of the individual soul and humanity.

• Eschatology is determined by underlying assumptions of cosmology
• Cyclical cosmology - Hinduism, Buddhism - based on cycles of 

nature.
• Period of conflict and then a new cycle begins.
• Dominated by themes of decay, redemption and rebirth.

• Linear cosmology - Judaism, Christianity, Islam - degeneration leads 
to conflict and natural upheaval.
• Themes of transformation and redemption. Not necessarily violent.
• Can also view as a spiral leading to consummation and perfection.



Concepts, con’t
• Cosmology and eschatology must deal with issues of the 

imperfection of the world, suffering, death, and evil.
• Theodicy: theology of evil. Two kinds: ontic evil (no 

agent), moral evil (human agency).  Ontic evil is the most 
difficult for us to deal with.

• The eschatology of the Abrahamic religions is about 
“things being set right.” The gap between belief and 
experience.

• Distinction between this and modern secular 
eschatology which is about destruction and death.



Apocalypticism and Apocalypse
• Apocalypticism = belief in an apocalypse.
• Apocalypse = revelation.
• Apocalypse became tied to eschatology, the ultimate destiny 

of humanity and the individual soul.
• Can be good, evil, neutral, or a combination. Not necessarily 

violent.
• Shaped by historic events; has a circular relationship with 

cosmology.
• Apocalyptic is an outlook and a kind of writing, called…



Apocalyptic Literature
• Prophetic in nature. Not fortune-telling, but a prediction of future 

based on the past, influenced by cosmology.
• Requires special knowledge to understand. Accessible only to the 

enlightened.
• Written rather than oral.
• Characteristics:

• Visions
• Symbolic code
• Ahistorical, appeal to earlier traditions
• Deals with the gap between belief and dominance of evil in present 

time
• A religious response to outside persecution and erosion from 

within.



Jewish Eschatology
• Redemption of Israel from captivity which began with 

Babylonian Exile
• Return of the land of Israel to the people
• Restoration of the Temple and the House of David
• God will raise up a member of the House of David as the 

Messiah to lead the Israelites and the world and usher in the 
start of an era of justice and peace.

• The dead will be raised.
• God will create a new heaven and a new earth.
• Example: Isaiah 2:1-5 (Advent 1A) What is particularly 

noteworthy about it? No destruction or violence - a restoration.  
Not particularly apocalyptic.



Example: Isaiah 2:2-5 (Advent 1A)

In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,

and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war any more.

What do you notice about this?



Israelite Apocalyptic Literature
• Very evident in book of Daniel (about 165 BCE).
• First 6 chapters are narrative.
• Apocalyptic portion starts in chapter 7. Shift to first person 

narrative and visions in dreams.
• Each vision deals with recent past, evils of the present, and 

God’s future actions to establish his reign.
• Symbolic code of huge, monstrous beasts, significant numbers, 

and cosmic catastrophes. Points back to the Torah.
• Problem of evil: those who believe in Torah are being 

persecuted.
• Reaffirmation that God will save those who obey the Torah.



Daniel 7:13-14
13 As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being[a]

coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One[b]

and was presented before him.
14
To him was given dominion

and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages

should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion

that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one

that shall never be destroyed.
Footnotes:

a. Daniel 7:13 Aram one like a son of man
b. Daniel 7:13 Aram the Ancient of Days

Notice use of “Son of Man.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7:13-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21947a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7:13-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21947b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7:13-14&version=NRSV#en-NRSV-21947
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7:13-14&version=NRSV#en-NRSV-21947


Christian Apocalyptic Literature
• Rests on shoulders of Israelite apocalyptic beliefs.

• Based on Second Coming of Christ
• New heaven and new earth - fulfillment of the Kingdom of God
• Resurrection of the dead

• Book of Revelation
• The visions of John of Patmos, not the author of the Fourth Gospel.
• Letters to the seven churches (2-3): erosion from within.
• The rest: persecution from without, i.e. Rome, and God’s response.
• Highly symbolic as in Daniel. Points back to earlier writings, and 

points to Jesus as “Son of Man.”
• Significant parallels to Exodus: 7 plagues, 7 bowls of God’s wrath.



Revelation, con’t
• Things must get worse before they get better: the ultimate clash 

between good and evil.
• God makes things right through the Second Coming. Those who 

believe in Jesus Christ will be saved.
• Resurrection of the dead; living and dead reunited in a new heaven 

and new earth.
• The perfection of the New Jerusalem - the “bride of the Lamb” -

symbolizes all things made new: the fulfillment on earth of Jesus’ 
triumph over sin and death. Already fulfilled in heaven.

• The heavenly city does not have a temple: no need for one.
• It circles back to Genesis.



Revelation 22:1-4
22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the 
middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life 
with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves 
of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be 
found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 
and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and his name 
will be on their foreheads.

What do you notice about this text?



Conclusion
• Any discussion of the end times, eschatology, and 

apocalyptic Scriptures must include their contexts.
• Apocalyptic Scriptures are not to be interpreted 

literally or historically, and should not be taken as such.
• Next week:

Jesus, apocalyptic expectations of his time, and the 
Kingdom of God
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